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TRANSLAT ORS 
PREFACE 


Till not, I think, be 
rr proper, for the bet- 
ee, underſtanding of 
SMES the Letter that was 
ſent me from France, to give a 


ſhort Account of myſelf. 


I was a Roman Catholick by 
Birth, and although I deſcended 
from Proteſtant Parents, as may 
be ſeen in Mr. Serres's Letters, 


wherein mention is made of my 
AL Grand- 


- 
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The Preface. 


Grandfather *, I was notwith- 
ſtanding brought up in the Ro- 
miſh Religion; and as I never 
knew any thing of the true Faith, 
ſo I gave myſelf up to condemn 


all the Proteſtants even to Dam. 


nation, with all the Sincerity and 


Zeal that could be. 

I was not quite eleven Tears 
old, when my Rear, who from a 
Proteſtant was turned a Papiſt, 
even a perſecuting one, made me 
take the Tonſure, not doubting but 
1 might, through his means, or 
that of his Friends, get a good 


Preferment in the Church; which Þ 
1 ſhould have got, if I had ftaid Þ 
three Months longer in France: 
hut God be thanked, I, at that we- 
ry time, through the help of an 
Aunt, dijcovered the Errors of F 
that cruel Religion wherein I cas 


born. 
* Mr, de Fouquet de Boizebars. 


—— 
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The Preface. 7 

No ſooner had I made that 
important Diſcovery, but I ap- 
plied myſelf very much to the 
reading of the Scriptures; in 
which finding none of thoſe Cheais 
which are ſo much in vogue in 


that Religion, and being fully 


convinced of the Falſhood of it, I 


reſolved to leave my Country, and 


; all its Allurements, to go and 
ſee for a Place where I might be 
| free from the Tyranny of the 


Pope, and of all his Adherents, 


| ſeeing I tas not able to live in it, 


without acting againſt my Con- 
ſcience. 

Twas from Avignon, where 1 
ſtudied Divinity at the Seminary 


| i of St. Charles, that 1 fled; and it 
was from that Place that the Ab- 


bot ſent me his Letter, in order 


| to bring meback, as he calls it, in- 
| to the Pale of the Church. 


A 3 J have 


vi The Preface: 


I have, through the Help of 
God, re ſiſted all his Promiſes, and 
all the Advantages that have 
been offered me by my Father ; 
which, "_ very advantageous, 


were not able to tempt me, and 
for which J ſhall give Thanks to 
God as long as I live. 

I have not thought fit to in- 
ſert my Anſwer to the Abbot's 
Arguments, which are ſo lame, 
that I ſhould think it a Treſpaſs 
upon my Reader's Patience to take 
up his time in reading a _— 
tation to theſe Objections, which 
a Proteſtant of the meaneſt Ca- 


pacity 1s able to overthrow. 


I hope on my Candid Rea- 


der, That he'll pleaſe to forgive 
the Miſtakes I am guilty of 15 
point of Language, conſidering 1 
have not been longer than tour 


Years an Inhabitant of this hap- 


py Kingdom. 
; AN 
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SUFFERINGS 


O F 


Mr. ER RES &c, 
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FFT 


s an Account of my Im- 
priſonment, and of the 
Cruelties that have been 
3] exerciſed upon me, tends 

ſo much to che Diſhonour 
and Shame of- the Perſe- 


cutors 7 all thoſe that continued faith- 
A 4, Ful 


8 An Account of the 


ful to our Religion ; nothing but the 

reat Deſire you expreſs for it, could 
Five prevailed with me to ſend you 
the following exact Relation of my Suf- 
ferings. 


As ſoon as it was known at Mont 
pellier *, that the King's Troops were 
arriv'd at Montauban i, and that, ac- 
cording to their Orders, they exerciſed 
in that City many Cruelties, to force 
the Proteſtants to change their Religion; 
I was preſently very much preſſed to 
g0 out of the Kingdom: and had I 
done fo at that time, I had enough 
both to bear the Charges of my Voy- 
age, and to live commodiouſly in any 
other Place, as having in my hands the 
King's Treaſure that I had levied in 
three Communities of the Province. 
But tho), was ſenſible that the Effects 
I ſhould leave in Fance would amount 
to a great deal more than what J could 
take away with me; yet, through the 
Tenderneſs of my Couſcience, I re- 
ſolved to give an Account of the King's 


— I v 


*A fair, large, and potulous City, a Biſhoprick, and 
the Metropolis of the Lower Languedoc. 

Tt 4 fine and rich City, a Biſhoprick, and Metropolitan 
of the Lower Quercy, 


Money, 
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Money, that if I ſhould be forced to 
leave my miſerable Country, I might 
not feel any Sting from it upon that 
{core. 


I took at laſt the Reſolution of leav- 
ing it, as our Province was ready to 
be over-run with Dragoons, and ex- 
poſed to all manner of Violence; and 
being afraid that thoſe cruel Miſſiona- 
ries would not fail to plunder us of our 
Goods, I ſent my Children into the 
Country with two of my Aunts, and 
I myſelf retired into another Place, 
having firſt obtained a Promiſe from 
my Mother, that ſhe would leave my 
Houſe whenever ſhe ſhould fee the 
Troops arrive there, and retire to a Pa- 
pilt, a Friend of mine, who had pro- 
miſed me to ſhelter them. 


Immediately after this the Troops 
having reached Montauban, and the 


other Cities of the Higher Languedoc, 
received Orders to go and exccute 


their Commiſſion even as far as Mort- 
pellier ; the News of which being 
ſpread, alarmed the City to ſuch a de- 
gree, that every one's Courage failed 
him, infomuch that they yielded at the 
ſight of thoſe cruel Legions. 


My 


Io An Account of the 


My Mother and my Aunt, far from 4 
forſaking all, as they had promiſed me 


to do, ſtaid in the City to preſerve 
what was in my Houſe, and knowin 

where I lay concealed, ſent one thither 
to tell me, every body having ſub- 


mitted to Popery, they defired me to 


come myſelt quickly to my Houſe, that 
by my Preſence they might be exempt- 
ed from having twenty four Dragoons 
quartered upon them, as they were 
threatened to have, This Meſſage af. 
flicted me very much, for I at firſt 
thought my Mother and Aunt had 
turned Papiſts, as others had done, or 
at leaſt had promiſed to ſubmit. 


TI writ to them by the ſame Meſſen- 
ger, to ſhew them the great Crime 
thoſe had committed, who had aban- 
doned the Purity of our Religion, to a- 
void ſome tranſitory Afflictions, and the 
Loſs of their Eſtates, which was no- 
thing to that of Eternity : I told them 
at the ſame time, that I was ſo far 

rom being diſpoſed to follow their per- 

} Advice, that I was already de- 

termined to ſacrifice to God, not only 

my Eſtate, but even my Life, ſooner 
than do as the reſt had done. 

My 
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My Father-in-law alſo, who was a 
Roman Catholick, uſed his Endeayours 
to bring me back to my Houle; he ſent 
a Perſon to me, to perſuade me either 
to come myſelf, or to ſend my Chil- 
dren, telling me, that it was the only 
way to preſerve my Eſtate ; but all was 
in vain : however, being in hopes, not- 
withſtanding my great Oppolition, to 
bring me over to him, the better to et- 
fect it, he obliged ray Mother to come 
herſelf. to the Place where I was, ac- 
companied by one of my Brothers-1n- 
law, and a Profeſſor of Phylick, who 
was my intimate Friend. Theſe Rela- 
tions and Friends uſed their joiat En- 
deavours to induce me to change my 
Religion; but I ſoon put an end to all, 
by telling my Mother, Get thee behind 
me, Satan, thou ſhalt not tempt me. 


The Greatneſs of the Trouble IT was 


in, together with the Fear of God that 


I had before my Eyes, made me utter 
theſe words; which ſo aſtoniſhed my 
Mother, that ſhe preſſed me no farther 
upon that Head: however, TI was com- 
forted a little while after, for God 


granted her Grace to be ſenſible*of her 


Error, and to beg his pardon for it. 
| Finding 


—_ 2 


Iz An Account of the 


Finding that I was not ſafe in the 
Place where I was concealed, I reſolved 
to leave it; but not knowing where to 
go, I wandered from one Place to ano- 
ther, till the end of November, 1n the 
Year 1688; at which time being be- 
tray'd by one whom I thought my 
Friend, I was taken, and, by the Or- 
der of the Duke de Nouailles, brought 
to the Citadel of Montpellier. In this 
Priſon I was very much comforted and 
ſtrengthened in the Reſolution I had 
taken, to ſuffer every thing for my 
God's fake, by ſome worthy Confel- 
ſors whom I found there in Irons; as, 
namely, M. de la Baume, à Gentle- 
man of Vigaun *; M. le Blanc, Mini- 


ſter of Maruegeots ; and many o- 


thers. We remained together undiſ- 
turbed for about ſix Weeks, but after- 
wards we had ſeveral Conflicts with 
the Enemies of our Religion. 


I was viſited by two Prieſts of the 
Oratory, who, as Friends to my Father- 


— 


— . 


— 


* 4 little, but very fine City in the Province of Lan- 
guedoc. 


T 4 little Town in the Givaudan, in the ſame Pro- 
Vince. 


in-law, 
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in-law, made ſeveral advantageous Of- 
fers to me: they took at firſt the fair 
Out-ſide of Zeal and Charity ; they 
told me, they were very ſorry for my 
Misfortunes: they truly believed 1 
thought my Religion good, and that 
unleſs I were peculiarly aſſiſted by the 
Divine Grace, I would never embrace 
theirs. They therefore aſſured me, 
they did not come to convince me of 
the Truth of the Romiſb Church, but 
only to deſire me to diſcover where 
my Children were; and provided I did 
Mt would procure me my Re- 
leaſe. | 


This Requeſt having fully diſcover'd 
to me the wretched Intention they 
clothed under the Shew of Charity ; 
and having the Salvation of my Chil- 
dren as much at heart as my own, I 
aſſured them, that I found more plea- 
ſure in Priſon than in all the Libert 
they could procure me; and that as for 
my Children, were they deaf, dumb, 
and incapable of being ſeduced, yet I 


ſhould never be perſuaded to put them 


into their hands: that my greateſt 
Deſire was to be able to ſay to God, at- 
ter they and I ſhould have been faithtul 
to 


1 — — — — — 
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to his Service, Here I am, and the 
Children thou Haſt given me, 


I found on that Occaſion the Truth 
of what St. James tells us, Reſiſt the 
Devil, and he will flee from you. For 
theſe Prieſts having met this Oppoſi- 
tion, went from me without giving 
me any Anſwer. 


was ſome time after put into a 
darker Priſ-n. were Mr. de Fouquet de 
Boizebars | Grandfather to the Tran- 
ſlator] a Gentleman of Vigaun, was con- 
fined ; there was but one Window that 
let in ſome Light, which was ſhut as 
ſoon as I came in, fo that we were in a 
continual Darkneſs for above a Month. 


In the Year 1686, at the end of 
March, the Magiſtrates received Or- 
ders to remove to A4iguemortes * all the 
Priſoners that were in the Citadel of 
Montpellier, which was preſently exe- 
cuted; and all thoſe who had been 
confined there, for the ſake of their 
Religion, were ſent linked, two and 
two, with Iron Manacles, I alone being 


— — — — — 


* A ſmall City in the Lower Languedoc, 


left 
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left upon the account of a great deal of 
Buſineſs I had to do: but they firſt 
| {tripped the Priſoners, who were carried 
cout of that Priſon, of their Clothes, to 
pay the Jaylors Fees. 


Being removed into another Priſon 
as dark as the former, I had ſeveral Vi- 
ſits there from all ſorts of People, but 
above all from the Phyſician I men- 
| tioned before. We had a long Diſ- 
courſe together about the way that was 
taken to gain People over to the Ro- 
miſh Communion, and after having 
told him, © That the Method they 
„took was not at all Apoſtolical, I 
further added, that by Perſecution 
People never got their Ends; and 
| © that as for me, the more they ſhould 
* make me ſuffer, the further they 


« would remove me from that Reli- 
“ gion.“ 


Theſe words were immediately ta- 
ken to intimate, that if I were more 
kindly dealt with, I ſhould eaſily be 
perſuaded to change: Upon which my 
Relations obtained from the Marquis 
de la Troufſe, and from the Intendant, 
that J ſhould not be ſo cloſely confined, 
and that I might for a Fortnight have 

the 


_ — 


16 An Account of the 


the whole Citadel for my Priſon, pro. 
vided I were always kept within ſight. 


Thoſe who were moſt concerned a. 
bout my pretended Change, came and 
wiſhed me Joy of my Enlargement; 
the Phyſician, who had laboured for 
ir, was one of them: but as I beheld 
that Shadow of Liberty only as a Fore- 
runner of an harder Captivity, I did 
not much rejoice at it ; therefore I told 
them, © That I would not have gone 
out of my Priſon, if I had not been 
& afraid of angering the Magiſtrates.” 
And I ſhewed, by all the Diſcourſes 
I had with them, that it was in vain 
they hoped to ſee me turn Papiſt. This 
made them acquaint the Magiſtrates 
with what 1 had ſaid, and occaſioned 
my being put into another Priſon, 


As ſoon as I came into it, I received 
the afflicting News of my dear Chil. 
dren being taken with one of my Aunts 
ar Lions *, and brought to Montpel. 
lier, after having wandered above five 
Months, without being able to get our 


— 


* A preat, f1mous, ſtrong, and very rich City, the Mo- 
zropolisof the Government of Lionnois, an Archb/ ſhoprick. ; 
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Sufferings of Me. Serres. 17 
of the Kingdom; and to add the grea- 


ter Load to this Afflict ion, which alone 
was ſufficient to caſt me down, I was 


branded with the Name of a Cheat, 


in that I had wronged thoſe with whom 
I dealt, not being willing to pay my 
Creditors. To this I anſwer'd, that it 


was impoſſible for me, in the Condi- 


tion I was in, to pay them, tho I had 
ever ſo great a mind todo it; and 1 
deſir'd thoſe who inſulted me thus, to 
let me have ſomebody, with whom 1 
could truſt my Afﬀairs, or to releaſe me 
for a little time, upon giving good and 
ſufficient Bail, who ſhould ſtay in Pri- 
ſon for me, or elſe I offered to pay at 
my own Charge four Soldiers, who 
ſhould guard me night and day. They 
would not then hearken to any of 
theſe Propoſals, but four Months after, 
they conſented that a Perſon ſhould 
manage my Affairs, which were ac- 
cordingly put into his hands. 


I afterwards gave an account to three 


Communities of 39,000 Livres, which 


I was charged with. My Accompts be- 


ing deliver'd in and approv'd, I was 
conducted to A4iguemortes, and put in 
a Room of the Tower call'd The 
* Oneen's. This was ſo filthy a Place, 


B that 
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that during three Days and three 
Nights, I was fo peſter'd with Gnats 
and other Inſects, that I was not able 
to eat or drink. In this Priſon I was 
alone for ſix Weeks, during which time 
the many Hardſhips I endur'd in it, 
threw me in the beginning of Auguſt 
into a violent Diſtemper. 


My Relations having heard of it, 
my Mother and Son came to Aigue— 
mMortes, and were permitted to ſee me, 
upon condition they ſhould endeavour 
to perſuade me to change my Religion, 
and that two Capuchin Friers ſhould 
come with them to be Witneſſes of 
their Converſation : which they having 
conſented to, the Jailor came and ask'd 
me, if I thought myſelf ſtrong enough 
to walk out of the Tower to the Place 
where my Mother and Son waited to 
ſee me? ITanſwer'd, I thought I could. 


Being come to them, my Mother 
embracing me, told me, ſhe was forc'd 
to ſufter thoſe two Prieſts to be preſent 
at our Converſation, to ſee if ſhe ſhould 
exhort me to embrace the Romiſb Re- 
ligion; but at the ſame time ſhe aſ- 
ſured me, that as ſhe had promiſed to 
do it, only in order to have the liberty 


of 
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of ſeeing me, ſhe would rather a thou- 
ſand times hear the News of my Death» 
than that of my Apoſtacy. This in- 
deed was a great Satisfaction to me. 


Then one of the Capuchins, among 
other things, told me, that I ought to 
take pity on my Mother, my Wife, and 
all my Family ; reminding me of the 
many Misfortunes that would come 
upon me, if I did not comply with 
what they all deſired of me. As I 
was very much out of order, and very 
weak, in order to prevent all farther 
Diſcourſe, I told him, that in an Affair 
of ſuch importance as Salvation, we 
ought not to regard either Father or 
Mother, Brother or Siſter, Wite or 
Children, if we had a mind to follow 
the Precept of Jeſus Chriſt. This An- 


* ſwer ſo provoked the Monk, that he 


immediately left me, and was after- 
wards the occaſion of my being put 
into a Dungeon, where I ſuffer'd fo 
much, that the Fever, which had lett 
me, return'd with more Violence than 
before; but God be thank'd, I had al- 
ways Strength enough to endure my 
Pains, and to bleſs the Almighty for 
having found me worthy to ſuffer for 


his Name's fake. 
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All my Intreaties were not able to r 
procure me the Permiſſion of having a 1 © 
Surgeon to bleed me. I was viſited V 
but once in 24 Hours by a Turn-Key, n 
who had always a Serjeant that ſtood Þ d 
at the Door with his Halberd, and a Þ V 
Soldier to follow him when he brought | 7: 
me my Victuals. | P 


The Fits of my Ague in that Dun. 
eon were ſo violent, that my Tongue te 
felt as if it had been on fire, and yet I I th 
could get no Water to cool it; and ur 
without doubt I ſhould have periſhd in 'Y 
that dreadful Place, if they had not ta- 1 
ken me out of it, after I had been there th 
a whole Fortnight. C 


i From this Dungeon I was removed ſur 
(| into a Priſon where I found three other ¶ Le 
1 Gentlemen, who were diſcharged out I hit 
if of it the next day. I ſent by them a Up 
| Letter ro my Mother, and acquainted ÞF thr 
1 her with the great Neceſſities, many, I Pa 
iſ both in the Toer of the Deen, and that ſee 
[| of Conftance, were in, and told her the to 

0 way ſhe might aſſiſt them. As ſoon Þ wh 
as my Letter was received, one of my the 
' Auats ſer out for 4iguemortes, that ſhe te 


might relieve the Priſoners. Being ar- 
| rived 14 
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rived there, ſhe, with the help of ſome 
other People, tound means to convey 
Victuals into the Priſons; but it laſted 
no longer than two Days, for it being 
diſcover'd, my Auat was preſently dri- 


ven out of the City, with Orders not to 
return thither upon pain of a rigorous 
{ Puniſhment. 


I muſt not forget to tell you a very 


remarkable Paſſage, which happened 
thus: Three Priſoners in the Tower, 
| urged by the cruel Uſz.ge they feic eve“ 
| ry day, and by Hunger and "Thirſt, one 
night broke open the Doors, and by 
the help of their Sheets and Straw Bed- 
| Caſes, ſlid down to the bottom of it. 
One of them having not taken his Mea- 
| ſures right, fell down and broke his 
Legs; one of the other two finding 
| himſelf in very good Health, took him 
upon his Shouiclers, and carried him 
three Miles in the night-time : but the 
Day beginning to appear, the lame one 
| ſeeing the Danger ny were expoſed 
to on his account, deſired the Perſon 
who ſo kindly carried him, and the o- 
ther that was with them, to leave him 
to the Providence of God, and to go 
and ſecure themſelves. Both of them 
at laſt ſubmitting to his Intreaties, left 


B 3 him 


22 eAn Account of the 


him in a Ditch with great Sorrow on 
both ſides : but a very little while after, 
having found an Afs, they went back 
again, and ſetting that good Confeſſor 
upon it, carried him to a Place of Safe. 
ty,Yafter having paſsd thro a whole 
y of Guards, who not knowing 
them, let them go by without any Ob- 
ſtruction: and thus they were all deli- 
ver'd after a miraculous manner. If I 
had been myſelf in good Health at that 
time, TI would have try'd to ſet myſelf 
at liberty as well as the reſt; but God, 
who had deſtined me to a longer Tryal, 
— 8 that I ſhould be then very 
ick. 


I heard a little while after that one 
of the three having been re-taken, was 
hang'd at Ledignan. A few days at- 
ter, Mr. Je Paris was put in a Dungeon 
by himſelf, and I in another, from 
which T was taken the next day to be 
carried to the Tower of Conftance, 
where I met ſeveral of our Brethren in 


Chriſt. It was extremely cold in this“ 
Priſon, and tho we complain'd of the 
Hardneſs of the Weather, they never 
would allow us either Fire or Candle, 


* 
— i 


* A ſmall City near Montpellier, 
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which occaſion'd many of us to be ſick. 
Such was the lamentable Situation we 
were in, when the Marquiſs e Vardes, 


who was then Governour of the City, 


took pity on us. He not only ſent us 
Coals and Candles, but offer'd us his 


own Phyſician and Surgeon, and gave 


us leave to buy what we wanted. He 
did even more than this; for haying a 
mind to be truly inform'd of our Miſe. 
ries, he ſent for Mr. de Fouquet, who 
was above half an hour with him, and 
afterwards for me. He repreſented to 
me in a very kind manner the very 
great Calamities I brought upon my 
ſelf; and that as Mr. de la Troufſe and 
the Intendant were coming ro know 
the laſt Reſolutions of the Priſoners, it 
would afterwards be too late to change, 
and that we ſhould be treated very ri- 
gorouſly. I anſwer'd him, that as I 


was prepared to ſuffer every thing, the 


ſevereſt Puniſhment they ſhould inflict 
upon me, would never force me to for- 
ſake my Religion. How can you think 
yourſelf in the true way, reply'd he, 
you that are ſo few againſt our Clergy, 
who conſiſt of ſo many learned and 
wiſe Men? Yes, ſaid I, my Lord, I 
believe I am in the way of Salvation; 
2ad tho we are of a {mall account, 

B 4 that 
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that makes me think Tam one of thoſe 
of whom * Chriſt ſpeaks in theſe Words: 
T thank thee, O Father, Lord of Hea- 
cen and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid 
theſe things from the Wiſe and Pru- 
dent, and haſt revealed them to Babes. 
Mr. de Yardes ſaying little to this, 
ſent me away after a very obliging 
manner. 


The Intendant and the Marquiſs de 
la Trouſſe came to Aiguemortes, as 
Mr. de V/ardes had told us, the firſt of 
Zanuary in the Year 1687. They im- 
mediately ſent for all the Priſoners, and 
notwithſtanding all their Endeavours, 
mix'd with ſevere Threats and great 
Promiſes, they were not able to ſeduce 
above one of us: God granted all the 
reſt the Grace to be conſtant under this 
ſtrong Temptation, and all the Afflic- 
tions that follow'd it. 


As the Air of Ajguemortes is very 
unwholefame, and that of the Priſons 
we were in much worſe, and that we 


were denied even Water enough to 


quench our "Thirſt, moſt of us fell lick, 
and ſeveral died. 


— — 


* St. Matth. Chap. 11. ver. 15. 


The 


Sufferings of Mr. Serres. 25 


The Perſecution increaſed every day, 
inſomuch that they left three Bodies 
unburied, 28. Mr. R. Mr. B. and 
Mr. P. who being after their Death 
laid on a Cart, and carried naked all 
cover the Town, were at aſt thrown 
| into the Fields, to be eaten by Dogs. 


This inhuman Action makes me re- 


member what is ſaid in the 79th P/alm, 
| The dead Bodies of thy Servants have 
| they given to be Meat unto the Fowls 
| of the Heaven, the Flaſb of thy Ser- 
| ants unto tbe Beaſts of the Earth. 


| The French Nation has gone {till 
farther; for nor ſatisfied with exerciſing 
| theſe Cruelties over the dead Bodies of 
| the Servants and Saints of God, they 
| ſet Men to guard them, that they 
might remain a SpeQacle to Paſſengers, 
| and to hinder any one from taking 
them away, The following Story will 
confirm this. 


A blind young Man of * Clermont 
de Lodeve, was drawn on a Hurdle 
after his Death, and for fear ſome cha- 
ritable Perſon ſhould bury him and 


7— — 
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A City in the Lower Languedoc. Biſpopricł. 
many 
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many others, to whom Burial had been 
denied, there was every Night a De- 
tachment of Soldiers to guard them, 
till they all were entirely Jevouted by 
Dogs. 


Where is then that Nation that can 
be compared with France in this mat- 

ter? She alone has found the Art to 

excel all others in Cruelty and Ty. 

ranny. They, to make my Captivity 
* the harder, put me into a Dungeon, 
| where I was alone for {ix Months; nor 
| was I the only one who was uſed thus, 
| Mr. de Fouquet being four Months a- 
lone in a Priſon, where he was ſo 
i much weaken'd by a long Illneſs, that 
| he could not ſtand upon his Legs. 
f They at laſt ſeeing he was ſo ſick, ſent 
| him to a Soldier's Lodge, from which 
| 


he was taken a few days after, and ſent 
to the Tower of Conſtance. It was 
. our Cuſtom, before we were taken ill, 
[ to ling Pſalms aloud, and to anſwer one 
i another, The Lord Lieutenant being 
l told of this, ſent us word not to ſing 
any more, threatning to hang us all. 
That did not hinder us from making 
| our Priſons ring with the Praiſes of 
| God, which provoked our Enemies ſo 
| 


much, that they came to us, beat and 
pluck'd 
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pluck'd ſeveral by the Ears, telling 
them they were uſed ſo, becauſe they 
ſung Pſalms. 1 8 2 8 


In the beginning of January Orders 


came from Court to ſend to“ Marſeil- 
les part of the Priſoners who were at 
Aignemortes. The Capuchin who had 
viſited me before with my Mother, 
hearing of this, came to me, and told 
me I was condemn'd to go and paſs 
the reſt of my Life ia America, where 
I ſhould ſuffer more than ever I did ; 
but if J wouid obey the King, he, to- 
gether with my Friends, would get me 
my Pardon, I anſwer'd him, It ſigni- 
fies nothing to begin well, if one don't 


continue to do ſo; and that it was my 


Reſolution to be faithful to God even 


unto Death. The Monk wondering at 


this, turn'd himſelf towards my Mo- 
ther, and told her, Tis you, *ris you 
that hinder him from changing, id fo 
went away. I prepared myſelt itter- 
wards for that Voyage, as being the 


longeſt that T had ever gone, and per- 
haps the laſt I ſhould, 


— — — — — — 


* ln antient, large, populous, and very rich City of 
France, in the Lower Provence; it ftands on the Medi- 
terranean Sea, where is a fine Harbour, Biſhoprick, 
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I can tell you no more of my Impri- 
ſonment, ſince J am to leave it to go 
to Marſeilles, where a Ship waits for 
me: if you can let me hear from you 
before my Departure, I ſhall be very 
glad of it. Till ſuch time, as I may en- 
tertain you with the reſt of the Hard- 
ſhips and Miſeries I am to undergo, 
give me leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Yours, &c. 


L E T- 


LET TER IL 


FBxx2aEITHER the great Dangers 
A have been expoſed to, nor 
the Hardſhips I have already 
undergone, and which ] ſtill 
labour under, have been able to eraſe 
out of my Memory, dear Sir, the Re- 
membrance of you, nor the Promiſe I 
made you before my Departure from 
France. 


I remember, that before T went to 
America, you let me know the happy 
Effects the Account I ſent you from 
Aiguemortes had had on you, and other 
People; and at the ſame time the great 
Deſire you had to know the Circum- 
ſtances of the long and dangerous Voy- 
ageI was then entring upon. As I en- 
gaged myſelf ro write to you, tho my 

Slavery 


— — — 


30 eAn Account of the 


Slavery allows me bur little Liberfy, 
I cannot but employ that little to ſend 
you, by the Conveniency of this Ship, 
an Account of what you ſo much de- 
fire to know, and what I am myſelf 
deſirous to tell you: but to render it 
the more exact, I muſt begin, where 


the Relation, I ſent you from my Pri- 


ſon, ends: It was, I think, at the News 
that we were condemned to go into 
America, which cauſed much Sorrow 
in our Priſon ; and tho I appear'd to be 
leſs concerned than the reſt, yet I con- 
feſs, I was as much afflicted as any of 
them: but I carefully hid in my Heart 
2 Grief I felt upon that diſmal Occa- 
ion. 


As I had made ſeveral Voyages, I 
foreſaw all the Dangers and the Cala- 
mities I ſhould undergo. My Soul at 
that time had many Conflicts with the 
Fleſh, but, God be thank'd, my Soul 
was Conqueror; for I refolved to en- 
dure whatever Dangers it ſhould pleaſe 
God to expoſe me to. I was not the 
only one that took that Reſolution ; out 
of Twenty Priſoners that were at Ai- 
gucmortes, there were but three left, 
vg. Meſſieurs de Fouquet, de Paris, 
and Ducros, who were not ſent with 

us, 
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us, becauſe they had ſome hopes of 
| prevailing with them to change. 


When we went out of Priſon, they 


ſtript us of our Clothes, which were 
given to the Jailor for his Fees; and 
then binding us two by two with 
| Cords, they put us into a Boat, in or- 
der to go to Marſeilles. Seventy-nine 
Women were uſed after the ſame man- 
ner. We came the Night after to that 
| City, where we were immediately put 
aboard a Ship call'd the Royal Pink; 
here we were uſed more civilly than 
Vue had been either in our Priſons, or 
in the Boat we had been in. 


Three Weeks after our Arrival, eigh- 


ty one Priſoners of both Sexes were 
brought aboard our Ship; the three 
Gentlemen, that I ſpoke of juſt now, 
| were of the Number. 


The Priſoners, both Men and Wo- 


men, might be rank'd under three De- 
* nominations: The firſt was of thoſe, 
| that never had changed their Religion ; 
the ſecond, of thoſe, who, thro the Con- 
' tuſion the Cruelty of the Dragoons 
had put them into, had changed ; bur 


haying 


_—— ——˖˙—Z.2— 
- 


32 eAn Account of the 


having perceived preſently after their 
Fault, endeavour'd to repair it, by the 


long and cruel Sufferings they expoſed 


themſelves ro. The laſt was of thoſe, 


who dreading the Hazards of fo long 


a Voyage, had promiſed our Enemies 
to do what they deſired. Their want 
of Courage having ſtirred up that of 
our Adverſaries, made us be viſited 
every day by all forts of Monks, and 
eſpecially by the Jeſuits, who came to 
preach in our Veſſel, and who always 
were very urgent with the Officers of 
the Galleys to oblige us to hear their 
Sermons. One day an Officer having 


a mind to force us to hear them, Mr. | 


Cuiraud told hitn for us all, that nei- 


ther he could nor ſhould oblige us to 
do it. Theſe Words being pronounced Þ 


with abundance of Boldneſs, put him 


into ſo great a Paſſion, that he threa- Þ 


ten'd to beat him molt ſeverely. 


We had Diſputes every day with the 
Jeſuits, but when any of us oppoſed 
them, they immediately asked his 
Name, on purpoſe to make the Officers 
treat him with more Severity than be- 


fore. Mr. Ducros, who was one of 


thoſe who maintained a Diſpute the belt 
againſt them, was uſed very barbaroully 


by 
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by an Officer, who not content with 
vility ing him very much, threaten'd to 
have him hanged. There were ſome 
Women that received the ſame Uſage, 
E becauſe they ſhew'd the ſame Zeal for 


E was fo well inſtructed in our Principles, 
that ſhe commonly confounded thoſe 
that diſputed with her. The Jeſuits 
not able to endure that, went to the 
Days Intendant and told him, that it was of 
s of great importance, that this Gentlewo. 
heir I man ſhould be alone; their Requeſt 
ing being immediately granted, ſhe was 
Mr. ſeparated from the reſt, and confined 
nei- in a little Room in the Fore-Caſtle, 
to where a Centinel was always ſer, to 
ced prevent any body's ſpeaking with her. 


rea- Several of rhe Priſoners being fallen 

very ſick, all the Favour they ſhew'd 

them, was to ſend them to the Hoſpi- 
the tal, where two of thoſe who had been 
fed long in the Priſons of Ajguemortes, 
his died; namely, Mr. M. and Mr. de Pa- 
ders it, who always remained conſtant, 
be- As I was for ſome time Priſoner with 
of him, IT owe his Memory fo much, as to 
zeſt own, that I was thoroughly confirmed 

in my Reſolution, by his Piety and 
by Þ CEE Con- 


n 


- 
r 


N their Religion. She that diſputed the 
olteneſt, was a Miniſter's Widow; ſhe 
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Conſtancy, for he bore his Afflictions 
with the greateſt Patience: he was as 
calm in his Priſon, as if he had been 
in his own Houſe. The Choice he had 
made of God for his Lot, made him 
think himſelf very happy; ſo that in 
whatſoever, Condition he was, he al- 
ways was pleaſed and contented, and 
never was frighten'd at the Proſpect of 
the miſerable and poor Life he had be- 


fore him. He preferved to his laſt 


Breath this Calmneſs of Soul. 


In the ſame Hoſpital died afterwards 
ſeveral Perſons, who all were buried in 
the Turk's Yard ; our Perſecutors ha- 
ving carried their Cruelty ſo far, as to 
treat their Fellow-Citizens like Barba- 
rians, Chriſtians like Turks, and that 
not only during their Lives, but even 
after their Death, 


Bur to return to thoſe who were in 
the Ship: One day an Abbot came to 
viſit us; his Sight frightned us at firſt, 
but his Words equally ſurprized and 
comforted us. He asked ſeveral of us, 
if we were reſolved to make the Voy- 
age to America? every one of us ha- 
ving anſwered, Yes, that it was our 
Reſolution; he upon this encouraged 

us, 


— 
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us, and rold us that God would cer- 
tainly aſſiſt us wherever we ſhould go; 
and a little after he went away, none 
of us knowing who he was. We were 
very joyful to find a Proteſtant Heart 
dr a Popiſh Dreſs, and to hear ſuch 
Words from the Mouth of one that 
ſeem'd to be a Papiſt. 


That they might know thoſe that 
were wavering from thoſe that were 
conſtant, they made all who were 
not willing to make the Voyage, con- 
feſs themſelves to a Prieſt, and receive 
the Communion. But they, that de- 
ſign'd to buy their Liberty and Eſtates 
at the Expence of their Conſcience, 
found themſelves exceedingly miltaken, 
for thoſe who had promiſed them that 
they ſhould be ſer aſhore, and conſe- 
quently freed from all the Dangers we 
were a going to be expoſed to, came, 
and told them two Days before our 


Departure, that they had done all they 


could to prevent their Voyage, but 
that the Magiſtrates would not hearken 
to it; thar therefore they ought to 
prepare themſelves for it, and ro reſolve 
to be Papiſts in America; that by ſo 
doing the King would take care of 
them, and ſend for them a little while 

C8 aſter 
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after they had been there. At the hear- 


ing of this, being ſenſible it was a 


Judgment from God, and their Con- 
ſciences continually laſhing them for 
their Apoltacy ; they from that moment 
gave themſelves up ſo much to Grict 
and Sorrow, that molt of them died 
cicher in the Voyage, or in the Wreck, 


and the reſt in America of meer 


Want. 


The 8th of Alurch, being the Day 
appointed for our beginning that great 
Voyage, they made us go out of our 
Ship, to embark on board another, cal- 
led, Our Lady of Good Hope, com- 
manded by a Captaia of Marſeilles, 
named YH. but they gave ſo little time, 
that we had ſcarce enough to take our 
things away; and they that tarried ne- 
ver ſo little after the time allotted, 
were beaten. Mr. Ala. of Nies, tho 
he was in Years, was beaten for that 


by che Adjutant, who made us em— 
bark. 7 


That piece of Severity was ſoon fol- 
lowed by another; for being a hundred 
in all, s. ſeventy Women, and thirty 
Men, they put the Men in one Cham- 
ber by themſelves, and the Women in 

another, 
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another. In the fame Veſſel were alfo 


a hundred Galley-Slaves, that went the 
Voyage with us. 


The Number of our unfortunate 
Brethren increated fo much, that the 
greateſt Rogues were taken out, to 
make room tor good Chriſtians and in- 
nocent People, 


When we went aboard of the Ship, 
we were all ſearch'd, and the Knives, 
Razors, and Sciſſars, were taken from 
thoſe that had any. We were fo 
crowded in that Room we were put in, 
that we were forced to lie one upon an- 
other; and being lock'd up, and having 


only a ſmall Hole ro let rhe Air in, the 
* Number of the Sick increaſed fo much 
every day, that thoſe who ſtill were in 


good Health, were afraid it would bring 


the Plague among them: at laſt we 
had leave to go two by two, to take 
the Air a little, when it was fair Wea- 
ther. The Wind was a long while ſo 
| contrary, that they were forced to caſt 
| Anchor at a Port call'd * La Rou- 
| quette, where we met four Datch 


— 


* A Port en the Coaf's of Spain. 


— 
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Ships, in one of which were two French 
Officers, call'd Meſſieurs Petit and 
Bouſſigues. Theſe two Gentlemen, 
knowing there were Proteſtants in our 
Ship, were deſirous to ſee them; they 
asked, for that purpoſe, the Permiſſion 
of thoſe that commanded in our Ship, 
but the Captain being afraid to grant 


ſo great a Fayour, only permitted 


them to ſpeak with the Women. Being 
then come into their Chamber, to let 


them know the ſhare they took in their 


Afffiction, Mr. B. found amongſt them 
two of his Relations, at the ſight of 
whom he was exceedingly affected; 
but not having much time to converſe 
with them, he went away with Tears 
in his Eyes, and ſent them ſeveral Pro- 
viſions, not being able to aſſiſt them 
otherwiſe, © 


Some days afrer we caſt Anchor at 
* Gibraltar, where we rid ſeveral days 
to get ſome Proviſions. During our 
Stay there, I fell ſo ſick, that I quite 
loſt my Senſes, and we were arrived at 


— 


— 


* 4 ſmall but very ſtrong Town and Caſtle of Spain, in 
the Kingdom of Andaluzia; it was reſcued out of the bands 
of the preſent King of Spain by Sir George Rook in 1704, 
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the * Maderas before I came to myſelf. 
The Sickneſs increaſed ſtill very much 


amongſt us; but God, who takes plea- 
ſure to turn into Bleſſings the very E- 


vils that happen to his Children, made 


it procure us a little Liberty; for the 
Doors of our Chambers being open, 
and being releaſed from our Chains, we 
had leave to walk in the Ship as much 
as we pleaſed. We had that Liberty, 
till we came to America. Neverthe- 
leſs, the Diſeaſes were ſo contagious and 
general, that out of an hundred of us, 
there was but one free from them ; and 
the exceſſive Heat, eſpecially in the 
Night, becauſe of our being ſocrowded, 
was ſo troubleſome, and the Infection 
ſo great, that all this together bred in 
us abundance of Vermia and Worms, 
that devoured us night and day: And 


our Miſeries were ſo great, that the 


Paſſengers, the Seamen, and the Sol- 
diers, touch'd with Pity, told us very 
often, that rather than ro ſufer what 
we did, they would not only curn Pa- 
piſts, but even Tur and Devils. 


* An Iſland of the Atlantick Ocean, fowards the We'- 


g of Barbary in Africa, diſcover d Ly the Portugueſe. 13 
ſands ſrom Gibraltar 900 Fnglith Miles, 


* 
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The Sickneſs leſſen'd the Number of 


our Priſoners, by the Death of nineteenth 


4 
'1 


of them. Mr. de Fnuquet, with whom: 


J had been Priſoner, (a very pious, ho. 


neſt and charitable Gentleman, from! 


whoſe Mouth and Example J had often 


learnt how far we ought to love God, 


and maintain his Cauſe) died in the 
Captain's Cabin: he was no ſoonerſs 


dead, but the Captain ſent for me, and 
told me, Your good Friend hath ended 
his Life, and hath defended his Roli. 


gion, even to his laſt Breath; he hath 
given me all he had. 


By that time, Death had made a} 


great havock among us; they diſco- 
ver'd that we were almolt come to the 
end of our Voyage. 


On hit Sumday the Pilot having 
calculared by his Journal, the Number 
of Miles we had run, told the Captain 
we were, as he thought, but twenty 
Miles from * Martinico; therefore for 


tear of ſtriking againſt a Rock that 


was thereabouts, he adviſed him not 


1 


— ——— — 
An 12rd of America, one of the Antilles, call'd by 


'} 


* 


— * 


abe antient Inhabilanis Madanina, ſu ect to France. 
12 


often 
e God, 
in the 


{oonerÞ 


1ptain 


venty Fo that the Helm broke. 
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without Fear, 
three Hours before Light, the Pilot go- 
Jing to the Fore-Caitle, to ſee if every 
body performed his Duty, was very 
Smuch ſurprized to find them all aſleep; 
but his Surprize was mightily increas'd, 


10 
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Ito go farther that Night. The Captain 
ber 0 7 
neteen® 
whom; 
18, ho. 


from 


being not of the ſame mind, told him, 
he was miſtaken in his Calculation, ſince 
it was certain they were above three 
hundred Miles from Land, and that 
therefore they might ſail night and day 
On Monday, two or 


hen going to examine more nicely 


; how every thing {tood, he diſcovered 
Land: he preſently call'd out to the 
IScamen, to take down the Sails, but 


nobody hearing him, the Ship ſtruck ſo 


violently againſt a Rock, that with the 
e Shock it awaked thoſe that were before 
ſo ſound aſleep. There were then ſuch 
Clamours and Lamentations, that the 
Seamen not being able to hear one an- 
other, nor to furl the Sails, the Ship 


ſtruck ſeveral times againſt that Rock, 
The Women 


were under Lock and Key, and in the 
Confuſion cvery one was in, it was a 
appinefſs for them, that they remem- 
ber'd them ſo far, as to come and open 


rd the Door; tho when it was almoſt roo 


late, ſome of them being up to their 
| Middle 
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Middle in the Water, that came from Þ hi 


all Sides into the Veſlel. 


The Galley-Slaves were hinder'd by 
their Chains from endeavouring to ſave þ 
themſelves; they were chain'd ſeven Þ 
by ſeven, ſo that not being able to 
break their Fetters, they cry'd out ſo Þ 
dreadfully, that their Officer pitying Þ 
them, came and did all he could ro fave Þ 
them; but the time being ſhort, after 
having looſen'd ſome, he himſelf went 
from them, being afraid either to be 
Kill'd by them, or not to have time 
enough to ſave his own Life, if he ſtay'd Þ 


any longer with them. 


The Sailors being in a great Confu- 


ſion, were at laſt forced to cut down 
the two great Maſts, and to put two 


Shallops into the Sea, wherein they and 


ſome of the Priſoners, that were 1n 


good Health, went. The Captain ſee- 
ing that every one of us was in fear 
of his Life, told us ſeveral times to 
have good Courage, and that none of 
thoſe that he left in the Ship, ſhould 
periſh; but he himſelf did not ſeem to 
have any hopes of ſaving himſelf, it he 
ſtaid with us in the Ship, for he went 
into his Cabin, and there ſtripping 


himſelt } 


ny = & — — ©=> ty mp, 


the help 


at laſt upon the great Maſt, the Chap- 
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| himſelf ſtark naked, he caſt himſelf in- 
to the Sea, to go to the Shallop that 
ſtaid for him. 


Our Ship was beaten ſo much by the 


Sea, which run then very high, that 
© ſhe was all ſplit in a thouſand Pieces, 
except one part of the Stern, where we 
all retired. We then lift up our Eyes 
to Heaven, having no hopes of Succour 
from any other Place; and beginning to 
ſing the 51ſt Pſalm, that part of the 
Ship which we were upon, ſunk on a 
ſudden into the Sea. The Sickneſs I had 
had a long time, and the Phyſick I 
vas forced to take every day, had made 
me ſo weak, that not being able to 


ſtrive to get out of the Danger I was in, 


Thad infallibly periſh'd, had not God 
preſerved me after a miraculous man- 
ner. 


A little before Light, expecting to 


find my Tomb in the Sea, and prepa- 


ring myſelf for it, I found myſelf in 


the middle of the wreck'd Ship, which 
hinder'd the Sea from waſhing me a- 


way. After many vain Attempts to 
climb upon Deck by myſelf, being by 
of ſome of our Priſoners got 


lain 
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lain of the Ship, who was upon it too, 
no ſooner perceived me, but calling to 


me, laid, ell, Myr. Serres, we both are 
likely to end our Lite this Day, and 


eſpecially you that are ſo fick ; will you 
not reſolve to turn Papiſt, and to mau 
me the Thitne(ſs of your Converſion 
Surprized to hear him talk after ſuch 
a manner, at a time we both were rea 
dy to periſh, I made him this ſhort 


Anſwer : Is not your Love of torment: 


x 


ing us extinguiſhed yet * Let me ditf 


quictly, and prepare yourſelf to 5 be. 
fore the Throne of tbe living God. 


The Plank we were upon was toſs'd 


by the Waves ſo much, that at laſt IÞ 


was flung off, but I happily ſaved my. 


ielt, by getting ſometimes upon one 


Piece of Timber, and ſometimes upon 


another. We were ſtill in hopes that] 


the Captain would fend us a Sloop, as 


he had promiſed us, but we found it] 


in vain for us to look for any Aſſiſt.] 


ance from him; therefore every body 
endeavouring to fave themſelves as well 
as they could, ſome with Knives cut 


the Cords that faſten'd the Pieces of! 


Timber together, ſo that the Plank 
they were upon, being ſeparated from 


the others, and the Wind being favour-| 
able, 
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Cable, carried them to Land. Thus 


theſe were happily ſaved. Some others 
were preſerved by the Savages, who 
having ſeen our Shipwreck a great way 
off, came to our help in a little Boar, 
call'd a Canoe; but being not able ro 
gaſſiſt us ſo much as they deſired, be- 
cauſe the Wind being very high, and 
their Boat but ſmall, they were forced 
to leave ſome behind, 7g. Mr. N. 
Mr. B. Mr. M. and Myſelf; we ſtaid 
there two Days and one Night, before 


they came to deliver us. Tho we 


were ſix long Miles from Land, I ven- 
tured to go upon a Piece of Timber 
that was about the Length and Breadth 
of a large Table, which being too lir- 

le for tour Mcn that were upon it, 


their Weight ſunk it fo deep, that the 
Waves paſs'd over our Heads. It was 


overſet ſeveral times, which frighten'd 
us very much, but two that were 
ſtronger than the reſt, recover'd it a- 
gain, and helped us to get to it. After 
Buch Labour, being at laſt come in 
Might of the Haven, the Wind fell all 
pk a ſudden, ſo that we could not get 
to Land; and the Night having quickly 
Pvertaken us, I endcavour'd to lie 
town upon the Plank, to die in Peace, 
but it was funk too low to do it, Whilſt 
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I was expecting every minute to pe- 


riſh, and that I was preparing myſelf 


for it, thoſe who were with me pe1- - 
ceived, by the Light of the Moon, 23 


little Boat that was making to us; on 


which, taking Courage, they call'd to it, 
and it ſoon came to us: There was in! 


it two Negroes, one of whom, that 


could talk French, told us in that Lan-. 


guage, that if we would give him a2 


Crown, he would take us in lis Boat, 


and carry us to his Houſe. Having im. 
mediately aſſur'd him, I would give 


him that Money, if he would be as 
good as his word, he took us in, and 


brought us to his Houſe, where wel 
found ſeveral that had eſcaped from the] 


Wreck. Tho we were here deliver'd 
from the Danger of drowning, we were 
not from that of ſtarving; tor we were 
in the greateſt Want both of Bread 


and Water, which were not to be found! 


there. As for me, having ſuffer'd very 


much by continuing fourteen or fifteen 


Hours in the Sea, the Fever, which! 


had left me, returned again with great 
Violence; and tho Thirſt tormented 


me never ſo much, there was no Water] 


to be had. 
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I | My Clothes being wet through and 


pei« 


1, 2 


through, I pulPd them off, and deſired 
the Wife of one of thoſe Negroes to 
dry my Shirt, and mend it a little, for 
the Nails had torn it, which ſhe did 


* willingly : I fat afterwards on a Chair, 


where I ſtaid all the Night, without 
having any thing on my Body. 


The next Morning rellecting on our 


Misfortunes, and counting the Num- 
ber of thoſe that had eſcaped, we found 


there were fifteen of our Priſoners who 


had periſhed in the Waters; and you 


may eaſily ſuppoſe, from what I told 


you before, that few Women eſcaped, 
being ſhut in their Chamber. When 
they ſaw the Water coming in upon 
them from all ſides, they prepared 


themſelves for Death after this man- 
ner. 


in particular; they ſung afterwards all 


together the 15th Pſalm, cry ing to God 


for Mercy : and then embracing, bid 


one another Farewel. I had this Ac- 


count from one of thoſc Women that 
eſcaped. 


There 
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There being neither Bread nor Wa. 
ter to be found in that Houſe, and ! 
being the only one that had Money, 
deſired thoſe of my Company that Were 
the ſtrongeſt, to be ſo kind, as to carry 
me to any Place where we might find 
Victuals for ourſelves, and fend ſome 
to thoſe that were left behind. The 
Mate and two. Galley- Slaves taking me 
up immediately, brought me to a Iirtle 
Canoe, with which we went over an 
Arm of the Sea to Martinico, to the 
Houſe of a Negro; where finding Vic- 
tuals, I eat to recover myſelf, and 
ſent preſently tome to my other Bre- 
thren. 


*Tis from this Houſe that J ſend 
you this Account of the {ad Adven- 
tures that have befallen me in my 


Voyage. 


You would perhaps be willing, I 
ſuppoſe, to know What I think of the 
Captain that cauſed our Wreck; I 
would tell you my mind, if did not 
know you to be ſo good a Judge of 
things. 1 lcave then, dear Sir, to you 
to draw what Concluſions you pleaſe ; 

1 
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I cannot at preſent inform you of any 


thing more, becauſe I muſt go to an- 
other Place, where I foreſee I ſhall ſuf- 
fer abundance of Hardſhips under this 
new Slavery; if they allow me any 
Liberty, I will endeavour to let you 
know all that ſhall happen to me du- 
ring this my Exile and Servitude. I 


am 


Yours, &c. 


D L E T- 
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LETTER III. 


Don't know, dear Sir, Whether 
you have received my laſt Rela. 
| Wen tion; if you have, I don't doubt 
lf but it hath touch'd you, and made you 
| {hed a great many Tears. Iremember, 
. it ended with a Promiſe, that I would 

acquaint you with the Miſeries 1 ſhould 
| undergo in America, it my Slavery al. 
10 low*d me time to do it. 


I was not miſtaken in what 1 
thought, cg. that it was our Perſccu- 

| tors Deſign to make us periſh eit lier 

in the Billows or elſe amongſt the Sa- 

10 vages; yet I muſt confeſs, had France | 

44 no Authority in this Country, our 

. Chains would not be ſo iatolerab 

| The Savages have more Humanity 

| our Countrymen, ſeeing they 
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feted with other People's Miſeries : I 
fay once more, if France's Power did 
not reach to this part of the World, 
we could live as happily as if it was our 
native Country. | 


1 ſtaid a few Days in the Houſe, 


from whence J ſent you the Relation of 


our Misfortunes. After I had gain'd a 
little Strength, two Negroes carried me 
to ſeveral Places of the Iſland, and laſt 
of all to a Sugar-Houſe, where I was 
ſo ſick, that I was forced to continue 
there, not being able to go any farther : 
they put me in a little Chamber, where 
I ſuffer'd very much from the Seaſon 
of the Year ; the exceſſive Heat in the 
Day, and the Cold in the Night, being 
equally troubleſome : And as if theſe 
Hardſhips were not ſufficient, the Ma- 
ſter of the Houſe, together with his 
Wife, who were Papiſts, came to me 
very often, and told me, they would 
by no means help or do any thing for 
a Proteſtant. In ſhort, T underwent fo 
many Miſeries there, that I was near 
loſing my Sight entirely, having al- 
ready loſt my Memory. I hardly could 
perceive any Objects betore me, and 
the things I knew betore, were then 
quite out of my Mind. To this I 

D'2 might 


| 
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might add, that the Sun had burnt 
me ſo, that T was not to be known a- 
gain; and by its Heat my Skin was ſo 
roaſted, that one would have thought 
I had paſs'd thro the fierceſt Fire. 


I ſuffer'd alſo very much from the 
Wounds I had received in the Wreck, 
and from ſome little Inſects (called 
Chiques) that had eat Holes in my 
Feer, and from a Whitloe upon my 
Thumb, which deprived me of the Uſe 
of it: All this I had to bear at once. 


Mr. Le Beguc, Major of that Iſland, 
came ſeveral times to me, threatning 
to have me hang'd if I would not turn 
Papiſt: I every time anſwer'd, that his 
Threats did not fright me, and that they 
would have done better. to hang me in 
France, rather than make me undergo 
ſuch Miſeries in America; ſeeing I was 
reſolved from my firſt being put into 
Priſon, to prefer Death to the forſaking 
my Religion. 


Finding no Reſt in that Place, as ſoon 
as I was able to ride on horſeback, I 
went to Fort &. Peter, that I might 
cet ſome Remedy tor my Finger, fear- 
ing I ſhould be obliged ro have it cut 


oft, 
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off, and alſo that I might furniſh my- 
ſelf with ſome Bread, which I wanted 
very much. No ſooner was I there, 
but I heard that I ought to prepare my 


ſelf to ſuffer much more than I had hi- 


therto done; being to be put into the 
hands of Mr, de Bleumac, Governour of 
that Iſland, the moſt barbarous Man 
that ever lived. They told me, at the 
ſame time, that one of my Friends was 
taken, and that they were in queſt of 


a Gentleman of * aum, a Student 


in Divinity, ordering the Nrum to be 
beat all over the Iſland for him, and 
that thoſe that knew where he was hid, 


| ſhould diſcover him; That worthy 
Confeſſor was then at Mr. Laſou's, who 


received him in the Night-time, bur 
being ſuſpected of entertaining him, 
and unwilling to own it, he was put 
into a Dungeon, and kept in it till he 
declared where he was, Hearing all 


- theſe things, I endeavour'd to eſcape 


from the ſight and cruel hands of that 


' Inſtrument of Perſecution. I hid my- 


ſelf as well as I could, but he ſoon 
found me out. When I was brought 


CC. 


— — — 


* 4 pleaſant City and ſirong Caſtle of France, in the 


| Government of Orleannois, and Dukedom of Anjou. Bi- 


abr ick. 
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before him, he was walking with the 
Major: I was at that time in ſuch a 
Condition, as would have moved the 
greateſt Tyrant to pity me; but this 
barbarous Man order'd one of his Guards 
to give me a hundred Blows, and then 
that I ſhould be confined in the ſame 
Dungeon where Mr. P. and L. were. 


T can compare that Dungeon to no- 
thing but an Oven, being like it, not 
only in its Shape, but alſo in its Small. 
neſs and Inconveniencies. There was 
no way to go in, but by bending one's 
ſelf almoſt double, and one could ſcarce 


breathe there; and as it was at the bot- 


tom of the Corps de Gnard, behind a 


great Chimney, where the Soldiers 
dreſsd their Meat, no Oven could be | 


hotter : and tho I was quite naked, ha- 
ving pulPd off my Shirt, yet I ſweated 


ſo much all over, that I was as wet as | 


if they had thrown two or three Pails- 
full of Water on me. That was not 
the only Hardſhip we met with ; we 


were forced to lie in our own Filth, 
which, together with the noifome Smell | 


and Stink, made that Dungeon entire- 
ly unſupportable. Seeing that Perſecu- 
tion follow'd us every where, and that 
it increaſed daily more and more, we 

thought 
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thought Death a thouſand times more 
deſirable than Life. This Reflection 


made me pray to God all the Night 


not! 
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long, that he would be pleaſed either 


to take me then out of this World, or 


elſe to put it into the Hearts of my E- 
nemies to put me to death quickly, left 
I ſhould faint under, and be overcome 
by ſo long and cruel a Perſecution. 


I found myſelf then diſpoſed joyfully 
to undergo what Death ſoever they 


- would inflict upon me; but I confeſs, 
I did not find myſelf reſolute enough 
to ſtay longer in that dreadful Dun- 
geon, which being apprehended by our 
Enemies, they forced us all to ſign a 


Writing againſt our Religion, without 


which my Heart never conſented to, 


nor had any part in the doing it; yet 
my Conſcience reproach'd me for it, 


my Heart was grieved very much, and 
my Eyes wept bitterly. As it is re- 


corded of St. Peter, that when he had 
denied his Maſter, he was grieved ſo 
much, that he lamented it all his Life 
after; ſo J may ſay that my Fault hath 
made ſuch an Impreſſion on my Mind, 


that my Grief will not end, but with 
D 4 my 
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| my Life: tor I have it always before 
0 my Eyes, and I feel continually the 
Stings of my Conſcience for it. Oh! 
how great is the Tranquillity of the 
Mind, when the Soul is pure before 
God! Oh! how tranſporting is the 
1 Satisfaction of thoſe, that have never 
1 ſwerved either in Thought or Deed 
15 from the Truth, and from their Duty 
ir to God! But how great is our Trou. 
1 ble, when we once forſake either ! 1 
il can ſay now, that I know both by Ex. 
| I" | perience. 


Our Writing againſt our Religion did 
6 indeed open us the Door of that hor- 
[ll rid Dungeon, but did not make our 
it Perſecutors the better to us; for Mr, 
0 de Bleunde, the inhuman General, put- 
10 ting us into the hands oſ a Captain of 
11 a Ship named Mr, B. of * Diepe, or- 

| | der'd him to carry us to || St. Domingo, 
| and to give us nothing during the Voy- 


|| age but ſome very bad falt Beef, which 
IN I believe a hungry Dog would hardly 
| l | haus car : the General, I ſuppoſe, being 
1 afraid we {ſhould otherwiſe forget his 
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great Cruelties rowards us. The Cap- 
tain of the Ship, ſeeing we were not able 
to eat ſuch Victuals, was ſo kind as to 
give us ſome of the ſame that was pro- 
vided for his Men. We at laſt came 
to an Anchor at * $7. Dominico, where 
we ſtaid a few days to get Wood and 
Water. Several Savages came on board 
our Ship, to fell us Fruit and many o- 
ther things, that their Country affords. 
We failed from thence, and came to an 
Anchor at + Ft. Chriſtophers, half of 
which belongs to the French, and half 
to the Eugliſb. Our Ship was to take 
in Sugar here. Two days after we 
landed, and were carried before Mr. 
de St. Laurens, Governor of that Iſland, 
according to the Orders our Captain 
had received. He ſent us immediately 
to Priſon, where we were kept a whole 
Month, without being viſited by any 
one; and tho our Priſon was very 
ſtrong, yet we were guarded in the 
Night-time by a great many Soldiers. 
The Governour coming one day to us, 
told us, he was extremely ſorry to treat 


* An Iſland inhabited. 

An Iſland that formerly belonged both to the French 
and Engliſh, but was given up to the Engliſh Ly the 
irft Peace made at Utrecht. 
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us after that rigorous manner, but that 
he was forced to do it, in obedience 
to the Orders he had receiv'd; and to 


ſhew he really pity'd us, he ſent me 


his Surgeon to aſſiſt me in my Sickneſs, 
and many Preſents to us all. 


Our being prohibited from ſeeing any 
of thoſe that profeſs'd our Religion, 
ſtirr'd up ſo much the more the Cha. 
rity of ſeveral of them ; for a great 
many, both Zzzliſþ and French, found 
means to {cad us Preſents in our Pri- 
ſons. After God had thus comforted 
us at St. Chriſtophers, we landed in a 
Port of the Tfland &. Domingo call'd 
Le Cape : our Captain carried us to 
Mr. de P. the King's Lieutenant, a 
hearty Papiſt, but very kind and civil 
Gentleman. He told us, the Letters 
we had, wer, ior the Governour, who 
lived thirty Leagues farther, and that 


we ſhould go there by the firſt Oppor. 


tunity ; and in the mean while he 
would give us the liberty to walk a- 
bout, and deſired us to come and dine 
with him as often as we would; which 
Favour we ſtood in great need of. 


As long as we ſtaid there, we hid 
ourſelves in the Woods on the Sabbath- 


Days, 
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f Days, or other Holy-Days, that we 
might have no ſhare in their Superſti- 


tious and Idolatrous Service. The 
King's Lieutenant being inform'd of it, 


complain'd very much, and told us that 
he would force us to do our Duty to- 


wards the Romiſh Church. We ſtaid 
there but three Weeks, and then faild 
for Porte Croix; where being arriv'd, 


we were brought before Mr. de Gniſey 


the King's Governour, who after hav- 


ing read the Letters that concern'd us, 
told us, the General gave him to un- 
derſtand, that we were a dangerous 
* fort of People, and that he ſhould do 


very well to ſeparate us. Wherefore 


he ſent me the next Morning, with 


Mr. P. to a Place call'd Diogena, 80 


Leagues from Porte Croix. I conti- 
nued fick all the time of our Paſlage, 
which made me ſtay at the Place we 


diſembark'd, which was but few 
Leagues from the King's Lieutenant's 
Houſe. Mr. P. went to ſee him, to 
know what he deſign'd to do with us: 


| he anſwer'd him, we mult try to get 


our Livelihood. As ſoon as I heard 
that joyful News, I told Mr. P. that 
ſince we were free, 'we ought to think 
of nothing, but how we might eſcape : 
and as I was told the further end of 

| the 
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the Iſland was the only place that was 
favourable to our Eſcape, becauſe the 
Engliſh viſited it ſometimes, I had 
a great mind to go there, that we 
might deliver ourſelves from the hands 
of our cruel Perſecutors. 


We were forced to go there by Land, 
There are Inns upon the Road as far 
as Nippe, which is twenty Leagues 
from Leaugane ; but from Nippe to 
La Fache there are none to be found. 
Travellers find extreme Difficulties in 
going that way; for there are ſo many 
tall and thick Trees, that it is almoſt 
impoſſible for one to travel there with- 
out the help of good Guides : thoſe 
who are reckon'd the beſt, are the 


Hunters called Buccaniers ; theſe ge- 


nerally continne in the Woods two 
Years, to learn all the Ways. As long 
as they live in them, they only cat 
Pigs and Beef, ſome ſort of Fowls, and 


ſome Animals call'd Lezers, that are 
of the bigneſs of great Rabbits, very} 
terrible to the Sight, but very good 


ro car, 


One may go to that Part by Sea, but 
then the Voyage is very long, becaule 
mne Wind is commonly contrary, Thot 

who 
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who know that Country will hardly 


believe, that (being very ſick all the 


time) I went this Journey on foot; and 
they will not fail to ask, why I did 
not go by Sea, ſince it was more con- 
venient for me: But to anſwer them, 
Pl] tell them the Reaſon I had for not 
going that way. 


About the beginning of Auguſt 1687, 
the Spaniards, who have the half of 
St. Domingo, and who always are at 
war with the French, made a Deſcent 
on a Place call'd the Little Goace: 


ich. Twenty-four of them took the Fort, 
whilſt the reſt went and plunder'd the 


Houſes, where they found but little 
But the Neighbourhood 
being ſoon alarm'd with this Diſorder, 
and having very good Horſes, they ſoon 


came, and taking again the Fort, they 


hang'd 24 Spaniards that were in it: 


| wherefore their Countrymen being de- 
. F firous to revenge their Death, were al- 
ways coaſting thereabouts; but that 


no body might fall into their hands, 
thoſe that had any Veſſels or Boats, 
were forbid to hire them out. Thus 
being unable to go by Sea, I was forc'd 
to do it by Land. 


Ir. 
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Mr. Pelat conſidering the great In. 


conveniencies of this Journey, could 


not be perſuaded to go with me. ] 


went then alone to Leangane, the roth 


of Augilſt in the Year 1681. Ten day; 


after, I came to Nippe, continuing all 
the time ſick; which made me take a 


Lodging at a Surgeon's, that I might 


be cured. I ſtay'd at his Houle about 
three Weeks, where Mr. P. came at 


the end of that time, and toid me, 


that following at laſt my Advice, 
he was come to Nippe with a Deſign 


to go to the further end of La Yacht 


12 aaa rns * 1 


A tew days after being told, there was 


a pretty good Company going there, 


I would have gone with them, had not 
my Sickneſs hinder'd me. But Mr. P, 
taking that opportunity, went on, leav. 
ing me behind ; however, I departed 


from thence a few days after, being 
accompany*d by three Guides, who had 
with them ſeveral Dogs, and were 
very well arm'd. This Attendance 5 
very neceſſary to defend one's ſelf a. 
ga inſt the Negroes Marors, who hide 
themſelves in the Woods, which one i 


to paſs through: theſe are Slaves that 


run away from their Maſters Houlcs,ſ 


and ſpare no body, When they have 


the better of them. Vi 
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We met ſeveral things, that made 


our Journey leſs tireſome. We ſaw a 
great many wild Hogs, ſometimes thir- 


ty, and {ometimes fifty together : we 


caught ſome every day, and when we 
had a mind to cat them, we dreſs'd 


them at the firſt Water we came to. 
We ſaw alſo wild Oxen and Horſes 
that palſs'd by us, without ever offering 


to hurt us. I often admir'd at the 
Gentleneſs of thoſe fierce Animals, 


after having felt ſo much of the Fierce- 


neſs of Men. 


Though theſe Occurrences render'd 


my Journey more pleaſant, yet I met 


with ſome Inconveniencies, that made 
it very irkſome : I ſuffer'd ſeveral Hard- 
ſhips, that often rook away my Cou- 


rage, and the Hope of being able ever 
to hold to che end of my Journey. I 
had then a great Looſeneſs upon me, 
and an Inflammation upon my Legs, 
which was the fourth time I had had 


that Diſtemper in America but what- 


 foever Pains and Miteries I underwent, 


God ſtill continued to help me, and 
gave me the Strength to reach that 


Place, which is bur thinly inhabited, 


and not very commodious for ſick Peo- 
ple 


—_— — — 
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ple or Travellers, ſince they hardly can 
find there Victuals enough to live upon. 
There are but fourteen Inhabitants, 
molt of whom are very poor : they live 


by Hunting. 
1 They are much troubled here Night| 
vl and Day by three ſorts of Inſects; the 
177 firſt are call'd Malingoins, which are 


the ſame as Gnats; the ſecond, Mor. 
. | tienes, Which are ſomething ſm aller; 
W and the laſt, Nicadors, which ſting the 
4 worſt of them all, and are the moſt 
dangerous : they are ſo much dreaded, 
"Hr that the very Women that are ſewing, 
| 


ſit under a Pavillion, to be freed from 
them. 


U The Inconveniencies that attend Peo. 
10 ple in that Iſland, make Travellers 
quickly wiſh that they were out of it; 
but the difficulty of finding a Boat to 
go from thence, forces them often to 
ſtay longer than they deſire. There 
are none but the Eugliſb who come to 
it, and that very ſeldom; and when 
they do, they are permitted to ſtay but 


24 Hours, to take in Water, and cut 
Wood, 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt I was impatiently expecting 


ſome Eugliſh Boat, one happily came, 
three Weeks after I had been there: 
it was commanded by a Dutch Cap- 
tain. 
was a Dutchman, and that he could 
5 ſpeak Spaniſh, but I went to ſee him, 
{ begging of him to take pity of me, 
by delivering me from my Enemies. 
> He told me, he would do for me all 
he could, but that he ſhould not return 
to Jamaica, being obliged to go to 
| Curaſſaw, where he would carry me 


No ſooner did I hear that he 


if I would. I readily conſented to it, 


and the next day I went aboard his 
Ship, where I found a great difference 
between thoſe who are Lovers of Truth 
and thoſe who are not: for he imme- 
diately gave me his Cabbin, and forc'd 
me to take his own Bed; and ſeeing 1 
was much out of order, he order*d his 
Servant to ſta 
to do for me all that I ſhould deſire. 


always with me, and 


We made this Voyage in three Weeks, 


C * I confeſs I did not find it long at 
All. 


Being arriv'd at Cyraſſaw, I heard 


| that ſome of our Priſoners had happily 


E fled 


po 
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fled from Martineco, which pleaſed me 
very much. I found here a great ma- 
ny Dutch, our Brethren in Chriſt, 
Knowing that you would be very much 
rejoic'd at the News of my Delive. 
rance, I would not fail to make uſe of 
= firſt Opportunity to inform you 
of it. | 


Aſſiſt me, dear Sir, with your Pray. 
ers, in beſeeching God to perfect what 
he hath begun in me. I am going a- 
bout an Affair of great Importance, 
upon which depends the future Peace 
of my Conſcience, You ſhall know 
what it is, as ſoon as God has intirely 
freed me from all Danger of falling in- 
to the hands of my Perſecutors. I am, 


c. 


I. E T. 


d me 
ma- 
hriſt. 
nuch 
elive- 
ſe of 
| you 


Pray- 
os 
ing a- 
tance, 
Peace 
know 
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I am, 
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» 
BR Y laſt Relation inform'd you, 
MY that I only waited at Curaſaw 
for an Opportunity of going to 
another Place, that I might go about 
that great Affair, upon which depended 
the Peace of my Conſcience ; which 


done, I promis'd to let you know it. 


The important Affair then I was in- 
tent upon, was to repair that great 
Crime I had committed at Port Sr. Pe- 
ter; namely, that whilſt T was in the 
Dungeon they had pur me in, and in 
the midſt of thoſe Miſeries they made 
me ſuffer, they forced me to ſign a 
Writing againſt my Religion, 


E 2 The 


* 
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The Fleſh in vain excus'd this Crime, 
which ſeem'd to me the greater, be- 
cauſe I did it after having ſuffered fo 
much, and was fully reſolv'd to under- 
go every thing before I would be guilty 
of forſaking my God. To repair then 
this Fault, I went to a Dutch Mini- 
ſter to acknowledge it, I told him, I 
was extremely ſorry for what I had 
done, and that my Deſign was to repair 
it publickly, and without delay, that 
I might regain the Peace it had de- 
prived me of, and ſatisfy the Church, 
which muſt needs be offended by fo 
great a Crime, This Miniſter told me, 
as well as he could, that he would do 
ſuch a thing for me with all his heart, 


if he underſtood French well enough; 


but as he did not, he advis'd me, both 
for the Satisfaction of the Church, and 
for the Peace of my Soul, to go to &. 
Thomas, an Iſland belonging to the 


Danes, where I ſhould find a French 


Paſtor, who could help me in what I 
deſired. 


I followed his Advice, but did not 
put it in execution till ſome time atter ; 
being forced, by an Indiſpoſition I had, | 


to ſtay a little while at Garafow, where | 
| 


rime, 
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I was very much aſſiſted and comforted 
by the Charity of ſeveral Perfons, more 
particularly by Mr. Janclay an Eng- 


* l/ihman, who took me into his Houſe, 
and whoſe Kindneſs I ſhall never for- 


get. ' Fa, 


The very Jeu were extremely kind 


to me; for whenever I went to buy any 
thing of them, they would never take 


; my Money, tho? I did what I could 


rr R * Wie > 


to oblige them to it, 


Tho? this Place . feem'd to me very 
pleaſant and ſweet, and as enticing as 


d me, 3 could be to make me ſtay there; yet 


my Conſcience not ſuffering me to reſt, 


but preſſing me continually to go ſome- 


where elſe, that I might repair my 
Crime, and be nigher my dear Family, 


which I thought was expoſed to the 
Rage of our Enemies, and in danger 
of falling under their ſtrong Tempta- 
tions, I left it. Whilſt J was waiting 


for an Opportunity to be gone, I was 


d not 


atter; 
I had, 
where 


told that a Dutch Ship was to go, in 
a very little time, for Holland. 


I went to ſee the Captain, to deſire 


him to give me a Place in his Ship; he 


11 


anſwer'd me, he would deny me no- 


E 3 thing, 


en... 
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thing, but that the Voyage would be 
of ſix Months, being forc'd to go to 
St. Thomas and St. Enuftache to load 
his Ship : and if I was willing to make 
it, I ought to ask this Favour of his 
Owners, which I eaſily obtained, and 
ſo 1 departed from this Iſland in the 
Ship called the Golden Lion; and tho 
our Voyage proved to be very long, 
yet I did not at all repent of my going, 
for, thro? the Kindneſs the Captain 
ſhewed me, I recovered my Health. 


We arrived ſafe at St. Thomas, and 
ns ſooner did we land, but I went to 
ſee the Miniſter, who is a Native of 
France, of the City of Metz *, whoſe 
natural Endowments and Qualities 
diſtinguiſh him from all others of the 
Chriſtian Religion in general, and 
of the Miniſtry 'in particular. He re- 
ceived me very civilly, and having told 
him the Reaſon that brought me there, 
heasked me, if T had frequented any 
Place where the Romiſo Worſhip was 
performed. I anſwered him, I had ne- 
ver entred into any Papiſt Church, and 
after ſome other Diſcourſes we had 2 
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bout what I had done, we agreed that 


it ſhould be upon a Sabbath-Day that 1 
ſhould make Reparation to the Church 


for the Crime I had committed, which I 


did the following Sunday, 


This Miniſter was always very kind 


and civil tome, and after having been 
there three Weeks, and being willing to 


go away, I went to take my Leave of 
him. When he ſaw I was reſolved to 
go, he offered me his Purſe, deſiring 
me to take as much as I wanted, I 
returned him a great many Thanks 


for his Generoſity, and tho? I told 
bim that all my Money was not quite 
ſpent, he would force me to take {ome 
of his; bur Iſtill perſiſting to refuſe his 


obliging Offer, he made uſe of other 
means to do me Service. 


He gave me Letters of Recommen- 
dation for the Commiſſioners of the 
Company of Brandenbourg, that were 
at St. Euſtache; where being arrived, 
and delivering my Letters to thoſe Gen- 


tlemen, I was received by them in a 
moſt obliging manner. 


Whilſt I was 


there, J heard that five Ships were 
arrived at Martinico from France, 
each of which had aboard about an 

E 4 hundred 
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hundred Priſoners, which afflicted me 
very much; but what gave me a little 
Comfort, was, to hear that they were 
not uſed ſo barbarouſly as we had 
been. | 


As I was informing myſelf of the 
Reaſon of this Change, I was told, that 


the barbarous Uſage we had met with 


came from their having loſt their Orders 

in the Wreck; which Reaſon I look 
upon to be very frivolous, for I can 
hardly perſuade myſelf, that the In 
ſtruments of the Cruelty of Franc: 
could be more cruel than thoſe that had 
employed them; and as for me, I am 
of Opinion, that it was rather out of 
Folicy than any thing elſe. 


The greateſt Piece of Cruelty they 
ſhewed them, was to ſeparate the Son 
from the Father, the Husband from his 
Wife, and the Daughter from her Mo- 
ther, &c. and to diſperſe them all over 
the French Iſlands, as far aſunder as 
they could. 


Thus was uſed M. Gaſques and his 
Son, who was a young Lad of about 
ſixteen or ſeventeen Years old. The 
Father was ſeat to a Place called Mary 


Galante, 
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Galante, and the Son to Sr. Croix, 


where he ſoon died. The Father be- 
ing told of this forrowful News, died 
for Grief two Dæys after. Thoſe that 
inform'd me of this melancholy Story, 
told me alſo, that in the Ships thar 
came from France, ſeveral Priſoners 
died during the Voyage, and that few 


of rhoſe that landed in America could 
get wherewith to live, eſpecially thoſe 
that could not dig or plow up the 


Ground: for you muſt know that 
there is no other Employment in that 
Country. But as for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, it was entirely allow'd of, and 
they were not at all compelled to 
change their Religion. I, with ſeve- 
ral others, departed from St. Eu fache 
the 17th of April, to go to Holland, 
with the Captain I mentioned before ; 
he, during the whole Voyage, was ex 
tremely kind to all of us, but eſpecial. 
ly to me. It is to him that I am ob- 
liged for having brought me to Amte, 
dam, where, by the Grace of God, | 
find myſelf free from the barbarous 
Hands of the French. 


Since my being here, I have enquir'd 
for my Fellow-Sufferers ; there are but 
fe eſcaped, one of whom I have found 

here, 


1 
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here, whoſe Conſtancy and Suffering 
deſerve to be mentioned, 


The Dragoons were no ſooner ar. 
rived, but threeſcore of them, with ſe. 
ven Sergeants, were quartered upon 
him. He, to pleaſe them, gave them 
his Sheep, all his Poultry, and whate- 
ver elſe they could in reaſon expect; 
but all this was not able to ſatiate their 
Fury: They immediately ordered him 
to get them ſome Partridges, which 
unreaſonable Requeſt he comply'd with, 
promiſing to do his utmoſt to get 
ſome, and deſiring, at the ſame time, 
the Sergeants to order ſome of the Sol- 
diers to go along with him, that they 
might be Witneſſes of the Trouble he 
would take to ſatisfy them; which be- 
ing granted, away he went with them : 
And notwithſtanding his Care and Di- 
ligence, he could find none, which was 
certainly enough to ſatisfy any Men. 
But the Soldiers, raking this Opportu- 
nity to abuſe him, carry'd him to a 
Well that was in the City, and offer'd 
to throw him down, if he did not 
promiſe to turn Papiſt. 


He anſwer'd them, they mighe do 
with him what they pleas'd, ſeeing he 
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das in their power; but they might 
- aſſure themſelves, that whatever they 


ſhould do to him would be to no pur- 
reſolved to ftand firm 
to his Religion, This put the Soldiers 
into ſuch Fury, that they went and 
which tying a- 
bout his middle, they let him down 


into the Well, where they kept duck- 
ing him without ceaſing ; and though 
they threatened to drown him if 

would not turn Papiſt, yet he always 
continued firm in his Reſolution, which 
' at laſt obliged them to take him our. 

> time, © 
he Sol-! 


They carried him to his own Houſe, 


| uſing him all the way with all the Cru- 
ble he 


ich be. pable of. They tied Ropes under his 


Arm pits, and hung him out of the 
nd Di-] Window, expoſing him to the Ridicule 
and Mock of the Paſſengers. 


Men. 


elty that the moſt barbarous can be ca- 


They 
were continually loadiag him wit 


| Injuries, ſpitting ſometimes on him, 
and ſometimes giving him Slaps over 


offer d] the Face, taking their turns to do it. 


id not] All this cruel Uſage was not able to o- 
vercome his Conſtancy, tho? he till 
met with a great deal more; for ta- 
king him away from the Window, they 
made him turn a Spit by a great Fire, 
Was 


till 
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till he was almoſt roaſted ; and think. 
ing this was not enough for him to 
ſuffer, they pulled off his Shoes and 
Stockings, and poured the hot Greaſe 
on his Legs, which were thought a 
long time incurable. All this barba. 
rous Treatment was unable to effe& 
any thing on his Conſtancy, he bore it 
very patiently, as. well as the Loſs of 
all his Goods, which he ſaw ſold by 


Auction. 


I end this Relation, by aſſuring you, 
that after having been Twenty Months 
in Priſon, and Ire gone through ſo 
many Dangers and Misfortunes, I can- 
not enough bleſs God for having brought 
me to this City, where Iarrived the 7th 
of June, 1688. in which Place I hope to 
n. the Remainder of my Days com- 
ortably and quietly. 


The End of Mr. Serress Letters. 
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An AccoUNT of their 
different Suffer ings for 
the Proteſtant Religion. 


FEY'S. 


[LETTER S, &: 


Do not queſtion, dear Sir, 
but that you have for this 
= Month expected a Letter 
from me, and that per- 
haps with no little Im- 
patience, ſince I had pro- 
mis'd to ſend you one; but a Sickneſs 
1 have had, has hitherto hinder'd me 
from ſending you, according to your 
Deſire, the Plowing diſmal Relation 
of the Sufferings of the poor Prote- 
| ſtants, and of the Cruelty the Dragoons 
do exerciſe in theſe Parts. 
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A Lieutenant of Dragoons having 
found in his way a poor old Man, who 
was 


— 


6 — — 


— — 


8 The Sufferings of 


was reading the Bible at the Foot of 
a Tree, was ſo provoked at it, that he 
forced another Man, his Friend, that 
fat by him, to hang him imme. 
diately. 


This piece of Cruelty pleaſed ſo 
much the Intendant and the Marquiſs 
de Ia Tronfſe, who were told of it, that 
they gave the Officer all the Praiſe for 
it, that a very brave Action could de. 
ſerve. | 4 


A little before this, a very rich Gen- 
tleman was uſed much after the ſame 
manner. He, to avoid ,making an 
Abjuration, had kept himſelf during 
eight Months hid in a Cave, but not 
being able to ſublilt there any longer, 
he went home again; which being 
ſoon known by the Commandant of 
the Dragoons, twelve Soldiers were ſent 
preſently to his Houſe, that ſtabb'd him 
before his Wife's face, who was alſo near 
having her Fingers cut off, for refuſing 
to deliver up her Rings. Some time 
before that good Gentleman died, he 
ſent for his Murderer, and taking him 
by the hand, aſſured him he forgave 
him with all his heart, and immediate- 
ly after he gave up the Ghoſt. = 
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All theſe Cruelties do not diminiſh 


our Brethrens Zeal; and tho they have 


loſt one of their chief Leaders, named 
Mr. Fulerau Rei, of whom I am go- 


ing to give the following Account, as 
| promiſed you by my laſt, yet chey go 
on with their Aſſemblies, which always 


are very numerous. 


That young Man was but twenty- 


* four Years old when he ſuffer'd Mar- 


tyrdom. By rhe King's Declaration of 


October laſt, he, as being a Miniſter, 
was to go out of the Kingdom, with 
the reſt of them, in fifteen days time; 
but thinking himſelf in Duty 


bound 
not to forſake his Flock, choſe rather 


to hazard his Life, than cowardly to 
abandon his dear Brethren in Chriſt. 


He therefore ſtaid in the Kingdom, and 
conſequently found himſelf expoſed to 
the Puniſhment that attended thoſe 


who were taken after that time. 
efuſing Þ 
e time 
the Goſpel, and was preſent at ſeveral 


He went from Place to Place to preach 


Aſlemblies, for frequenting which, ma- 
ny were taken up, and ſent to the Gal- 


leys; which making him judge char it 


would be impoſſible for him to eſcape 
F much 
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much longer the hands of his Enemies, 
he ſent his Father a farewel Letter; in 
which he told him, he was ready to 
ſuffer Martyrdom for God's Cauſe, 
and deſired him at the ſame time not 
to be ſurprized, when he ſhould receive 
the News of his being taken, and con. 
ſequently of his Death, And indeed 
the Event verify'd his Prediction ; for 
two Months after, being betray'd by 
one whom he took to be his Friend, he 
was ſeized at the time he was at Pray. 
ers in his Room, and ſent to Priſon, 
where he was uſed with the greateſt 
Severity. 


The next Day, being brought before 
the Mlagiſtrates, they ask'd him, whe- 
ther he had preach'd, and who were 
the Perſons that had follow'd him. To 
the firſt Queſtion he reply'd, that he 
had. and would do ſtill the ſame, if he 
were in a Capacity of doing it; but to 
the ſecond he would give no Anſwer: 
ſo afraid was he of expoſing thoſe who 
had aſſembled with him. 


He was after this conducted under 
a Guard of thirty Dragoons to A1 
where he had a great deal to ſuffer 


from all forts of Monks. From Me 
I 


1emies, 
ter; in 
ady to 
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he was removed to N7zes, where alſo 
he had many violent Attacks from the 
Clergy ; but he reſiſted them all with 
an invincible Courage. | 


They thinking Nimes not to be a 
proper Place for his Execution, becauſe 
the Death of ſuch a young Man might 
ſtir up the Conſctences of many, that 
were already fallen; they ſent him to 
* Beaucaire, where the Intendant him- 
ſelf coming to vilit him, employ'd both 
Promiſes and Threats to gain him; but 
his Endeavours proved fruitleſs, and 
all he could get from him, was only 
this Anſwer: As I love neither the 
World, nor the Things that belong to 
it: I look upon the Advantage you pro- 
poſe to me, as I would upon fo much 
Dirt: I don't value this Life; and 
what Death ſoever you inflitt upon 
me, it will be always glorious to me, 
8 Jſacfer it for the Cauſe of Feſus 


brift. 1 


The next day he was brought again 
before the Intendant, Who told him, 


* A little Town in the Province of Languedoc, very 
famons on account of its Fair, 


F 2 that 
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that it was ſtill time to fave himſelf, 
if he would but change : To which he 
anſwer d, That he was indeed deſirous 
to exchange (not his Religion, but) 
this miſerable Life for the Kingdom of 
Heaven; therefore, ſaid he, my Lord, 
it's in vain to offer me Life upon ſuch 
Terms, I ſcorn it: Death will be ſweet 
to me; had I been afraid of it, you 
ſhould not have ſeen me here. 


As the Judges ſaw that nothing could 
ſhake his Conſtancy, they went on with 
his Trial. He anſwer'd all their Que- 
ſtions with ſo much Reſpect, Meek. 
neſs, and Moderation, that all the Au- 
ditors were moved at it. Being ready 
to pronounce his Sentence, they urged 
him to take pity on himſelf, and not 
to throw away, by an unhappy Infa- 
tuation, a Life he could ſave, if he 
would. It is now too late, reply d be, 
to adviſe on what I am todo: I have 
taken my Reſolution, and am ready to 
leave this World, if it is God's Will. 


His Sentence was then read, by 
which he was condemn'd to be hang'd, 
and to undergo the Rack before his 
Execution, He heard it read without 
the leaſt Emotion; and when 3 

one, 


mſelf, 
ch he 
firous 
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om of 
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the Saints of God in Heaven. 
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done, he faid, Why ſhould they uſe 
me more kindly than was formerly my 
Saviour, by putting me to ſo caſy a 
Death? I expected to be broken upon 


the Wheel, or to be burnt alive, and 
had prepared myſelf for it; and then 
lifting his Eyes up to Heaven, he ſaid, 
I thank thee, O Father, Lord of Hea- 


e ven and Earth, becauſe thou haſt call'd 


me to ſuffer for thy Name's ſake.” He 


Was afterwards put upon the Rack, 
which he underwent without ever com- 


plaining; and when they ask'd him 


any Queſtion, he anſwer'd, he had ſaid 


as much as he deſign'd to ſay. 


He was after this ſent to the Place, 


Where he was to prepare himſelf for 


Death. Here he dined, becauſe they 
would have it ſo; which made him fa 

to thoſe that were by him, Other Peo. - 
ple eat to live, but I to die: This ſhall 
be my laſt Meal upon Earth; but this 
Evening, I hope to be at the Table of 


They ſent to his Priſon two Monks, 
to try to convert him, if poſſible; but 


notwithſtanding their continual Impor- 


| kunities, he went on with his Devo- 
. tions, 


03 To- 
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Towards Evening, as he went out of 
Priſon to go to the Place of Execution, 
two Monks came near him, and told 
him, wy were come to attend and 
comfort him; to whom he anſwer”, 
© I don't want you, Gentlemen, for J 
© have within myſelf a faithful Com. 
© forter, who tells me you are but De- 
© ceivers; get ye gone then from me.” 
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He went on towards the Place of his 
Execution with ſo chearful a Counte- 
nance, as was remark'd by all the 
Spectators; and ſeeing ſeveral of our 
fallen Brethren ſhedding Tears for 
him, he told them, * Don't weep for 
me, but for yourſelves; I ſhall be 
+ ſoon deliver'd from all the Miſeries 
© of this World, and ſhall leave this 
Valley of Tears, whilſt you muſt con- 
« tinue in it: In God's Name repent, 
and the Almighty will forgive you. 
As ſoon as he could perceive the Gal- 
lows, he cry*d out for Joy, © Courage, 
Courage, I ſee the Place that is pre- 
* pared for me: O! how ſweet is it 
© tor me to die!' He afterwards be. 
gan to ſing a Pfſalm, as he drew near 
the Gibbet, but the Judges, who ſaw 


all the Speclators were very much mo. 
| | ved 
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ved at his Conſtancy, bid him to hold 
his tongue, which he did. Being come 


to the foot of the Ladder, he ſaid, 
Ah! how favourable this Ladder is 


© to me, ſince it is a going to ſerve me 
© to end my Courſe, and to aſcend up 
Here they permitted 


done, he went up the Ladder, but ob- 


| ſerving that the Monks aſcended after 
him, he puſh'd them back, and faid to 
them, © I have already told you, that! 
don't want ſuch Comforters as you 
| © are.” 

ken to the People, but he was hinder'd 


He after this would have ſpo- 


from doing it, by the Drums that beat 
| the whole time of his Execu— 
tion; nevertheleſs, his Face, his Eyes 
and his Hands, teſtify'd with what 


Courage, Faith, and Conſtancy this 
brave young Man ſuffer'd Death. 


F 4 Den 
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Dear Sir, 


Look upon your Prayers to be 
lo valuable, that I would alrea. 
Wen dy have begg'd them of you, 
had not the Difficulty I bave hitherto 
found, to convey my Letters out of 
Fr.iuce, hinder'd me from doing it: but 
now that I have an opportunity to ſend 
you this, I befeech and intreat you to 
remember me in all your Prayers to 
God. 


It was on the 2d of December that my 
Wife and I, with four of our Children, 
were ſeized near * Strasbourg, and ſent 
to a Priſon of that City, where we 
were kept near ſeven Weeks; my 
Wite, out of her tender Love to her 
dear Family, in hopes that her Conver- 


— — 
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* A fine, large, and very populous City in the Lower 
Altace, belonging to France. A Biſboprick, 
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fion might be a means to preſerve it 
from Deſtruction, ſign'd whatever they 
required of her. As for me, by the 
Grace of God, I continued ſteady in 
my Religion, and 22 perſiſted 
in it, notwithſtanding all the Endea. 


vours of the Jeſuits to ſhake my Con- 


ſtancy. 


From Strasbourg we were removed 


| by an Order from Court to * Chaalons, 
and confined in a Dungeon, in which 
I continued fix Weeks before any body 
came to ſee me, except my Wife; and 
during all that time ſhe came but once. 
I had afterwards many Viſits from ſe- 
veral Prieſts, but above all from the 


Biſhop, who was extremely kind and 


civil to me. They all try'd, firſt, by 


good Words and great Promiſes, and 


then by ſevere Threatnings, to ſtagger 
me in my Reſolution; but by the help 
of God, all their Attempts proved en- 
tirely fruitleſs, 
March condemned to the Galleys, and 
all my Goods conſequently were for— 


I was on the gth of 


feited to the Crown. Two Days after 


* A fine City of France ; a Biſhopricks It fands upon 
the River Saone, a 


they 


— 
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they ſent me to ** Paris, where a very 
dark Dungeon was all the Lodging 1 
had: the next Day I was taken our of 
it to be brought before the Attorney. 
General, who having diſcourſed with 
me about Religion, told thoſe that 
were then with him, that it was a 
ſurprizing thing to ſee me undergo in 
defence of a falſe and heretical Reli- 
gion, what perhaps neither he, nor any 
of them, would have the Courage to 
expoſe themſelves to, for the true one, 
if it were ever their Caſe. 


Some time after, the firſt Preſident 
having ſent for me, I anſwer'd in the 
long Conference I had with him, all his 
Objections ſo much to his Satisfaction, 
that being return'd to his Company, he 
ſaid, he had been diſcourſing about 
Religion with a very good Man; and 
indeed he was always very civil to me, 
as well as another Preſident : but as I 
miſtruſted all their Civilities, and that 
{ was reſolved to loſe my Life ſooner 
than forſake my Principles, I had thc 
leſs regard for them. 


— 


** A fine, noble, and very large City, the Matropoles of 
France. Archbiſboprick. ; | 
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Having been brought the gth of 
this Month before my Judges, the Pre- 


ſident told me, Think, Sir, on what 


you are a doing, and remember, that 
© according to the King's Declaration, 
© you are a condemn'd Man, unleſs you 
© recant.? I anſwer'd him, My Lord, I 
| have nothing to think on, I am ready 
to undergo all the Torments the 
Court pleaſes to inflict upon me; for 
I had rather ſuffer all the Afflictions 


in the World, than by being an Hy- 


© pocrite before Men, to act againſt 


my Conſcience.* Upon this they ſent 


me away, without judging me that 
Morning, as according co the uſual 
Cuſtom they ſhould have done; but 
the Tueſday following, my Sentence 
was confirmed by an Arrct of the Curt, 
and about three Hours af they took 
me out of the Dungeon, and loading 
me with Iron Chains, ſent me to a 
Priſon call'd La Tournelle. 


The Governour of this Place being 


| deſirous to uſe me like a Gentleman, 


order'd that I ſhould have Iron Chains 
only on my <= Y ; but the next 
Morning the Preſident and rhe Attor- 


| ney-General hearing of it, told him, 


they 
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they were ſorry for my Misfortune, 
but that it was the King's expreſs Com. 
mand, that I ſhould have them about 
my Neck. The Governour having 
brought me that diſmal News, I told 
him, I cheartully ſubmitted to the 
King's Order. Accordingly the Chain 
I had on was taken off, and another of 
1 Weight put about my 
Neck. 


This is, dear Sir, a ſhort Account of 
all my Misfertunes. I hope you will 
be ſo indulgent to me, as to excuſe 
the indigeſted Order of this Letter, ef. 
pecially if you conſider, that it was 
writ in haſte, and in the midſt of 2 
Galley-Sla ves. That God may fend 
down the choiceſt of his Bleſſings up. 
on you and your Family, 1s the hearty 
Prayer of, | 

Wurs, &c. 
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OOO 
ee DD NET: 


STR, 
HE noble Robert Ully, Vil- 


Wl -5- [ count Novion, who was in 
> ll the eighticth Year of his Age, 
and had been a Colonel and 


Governour of a Place, named /a Motte 


aux Bois, had the Misfortune to fign 


| his adhering to the Church of Rome; 
but he had alſo the Courage to recant, 


not only by Word of Mouth, but by a 
Writing under his own Hand. Upon 


which the Magiſtrates ſent before his 


Door a Hangman and a Hurdle, and at 


the ſame time let him know, he muſt 
28 himſelf to be drawn upon it to 

is Execution. To this he reply'd, A 
Soldier ought boldly to meet his Death, 
not patiently to expect it, and that he 


was ready to ſuffer; and then jumped 
out of Bed, tho? he had not been able 


to walk for ſeveral Years before. The 
Provoſt, ſurprized at his Reſolution, 
ſent back his Men ; but a few days at- 


SIE I een that poor Gentleman was taken out 


of 
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of his Houſe, and thrown into a Mo. 
naſtery, where the Monks performed 
ſo exactly the Orders they had received 
ro perſecute him, that at laſt they killed 
him with teazing him continually a 
bout his Religion. He loſt his Voice 
ſome time betore his Death, through th 
Vehemence with which he was torcec 
to ſpcak in the continual Diſputes he hac 
with them, in which they were on pur 
poſe exceſſive loud and noiſy. 


As ſoon as he was dead, the Monk: 
threw his Body into the Dog. Kenne! 
and then informed the Magiſtrates « 
Coucy * of it; who, being come, ha 
his dead Carcaſe, without ſo much x 
a Shirt to cover it, put into a Cart 
and ſo brought to Town. 


It was a melancholy Spectacle to ſe 
the bloody Head of that poor Corpi 
hang out over the Wheels, and all th 
Wounds he had formerly received 0 
pening afreſh, and becoming as man 
Mouths, that cry'd aloud for Ven 
geance and Juſtice on thoſe that rc 
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| warded ſuch long and faithful Services 
in ſuch a manner. 


It was afterwards thrown into the 


Sink of the Priſon, and his Bowels 
were toſſed to the Dogs. 
| Body remained for ſeveral Weeks, till, 
being try'd, 
| drawn through all the Streets of the 


There the 
it was ſentenc'd to be 


Town, and then to be thrown into the 


| Ditch, which was immediately exe- 


cuted ; and for fear he might in the 
Night be taken away and buried, a 
Centinel was ſet for ſeveral Nights u 


on the Wall of the City, in the Place 
| where he had been thrown, and every 


body forbid, upon pain of Death, to 
bury him : ſo that he was entirely de- 
vour'd by Dogs. 


Another Gentleman, named Mr. 
Paul Chenevix, who was the an- 
tienteſt Counſellor of the Parliament of 


Metz *, was uſed much after the ſame 
manner. 


This venerable old Man, being a- 


| bove eighty Years old, died the latter 


* A large, fine, and ſtrong City of France, in Lorain, 
B' ſhoprick, 4 
en 
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end of November, having conſtantly | 


refuſed to receive the Communion from 
the hands of the Popiſh Prieſts, but ear. 
neitly asking pardon of God for hay. 
ing been ſo weak as to ſign an Abju- 
ratioa of the Proteſtant Religioa ; and 
having, to the laſt, refuted all the Ar. 


guments the Prieſts, the Biſhop of 
Metz, the Governour, and many o- 


thers could alledge to convert him, 


Being dead, his Body was ſent to 
Priſon in his own Coach, and con- 
demned, by a ſpecial Court of Judica. 
ture, to be drawn on a Hurdle, and to 
be left in the Fields without Burial, 
The Parliament thinking it a Diſgrace 
to the whole Body, to have its oldeſt 
Member treated in ſuch a ſcandalous 
manner, ſuſpended the Execution of 
his Sentence ; but an Order came from 
Court to have it executed without fur. 


ther Delay. Whereupon that venera- 
Table Body was ſtripp'd naked, and caſt 
into the Fields with the utmoſt Igno- 


miny, having been attended there by 


the Militia under Arms, and by the 


People, who at that ſight ſent forth 


piercing Cries to Heaven. But the 


Reformed of Metz performed a bold 
Action, that deſerves to be mentioned. 


The 
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The Body having been expoſed ro the 
Dogs, they went four hundred in a 
Body, and honourably buried it, ſing— 
ing upon the Place the 79th Pſalm; 
The dead Bodies of thy Servants have 
they given to be Ment unto the Fels 
of the Heaven, the Fleſh of thy Saints 
unto the Beaſts of the Earth, &c. 


SIR, 


oſterity will certainly look upon 
the Hiſtory of the Perſecutions 
of theſe Times as a Paradox, not 


being able to comprehend how a falſe 
erroneous Zeal could ſo far blind che 
Court, as to ſuffer the whole Lang ue- 
doc, which is one of the fineſt Provin- 


ces of the Kingdom, to be changed into 
a frightful Delart. 


There are whole Villages and Towns 
diſpeopled ; the Inhabitants of the o- 
thers that have not been able to run 
away, are narrowly watch'd by the 
Dragoons, who force them Sword 1n 
hand to go to Maſs. There is no {mall 

G Num— 
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Number of theſe miſerable People who þ 


live 1a the Woods, where their Retrea. 


ting Places and Habitations are Ca. | 
verns, and their Food the wild Roots] 


they can find in the Fields. 


Thoſe of Nimes have felt new Seve. 
rities, for four hundred of them have 


been baniſh'd to the American Illes 


eleven hang'd, and thoſe of the firſt 
Rank in the City have been ſent Pri. 


ſoners to * Carcaſſonne and + Pierre 
Auciſe; all which muſt certainly be 


look'd upon as a juſt Judgment of God 
upon them, for the baſe Action the 
Dread of the Dragoons had extortet 


from them: for moſt of them had ſe 


their Hands to a Paper, wherein the; 
promiſed to perform for the future al 


the Duties of good Roman Catholicksp * 
to frequent no more the Aſſemblies of | 
the Proteſtants, to diſcover all thei * 
Relations and Friends that ſhould gp 
to them, to receive the Communionf 
and whereby they pray'd the King ti 
puniſh them ſeverely, if they failed up 


any one of thoſe Points. 


— — 


* A fine and rich City of France, in the Lower Lar 


euedoc. A Biſboprick. ; 
4 4 firong Fort, built ubon a Rock, near Lions. 


Nov 


V. 
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Now who can doubt, but that ſuch 


an Action mult draw down upon ſuch 
Tranſgreſſors the moſt dreadful Judg- 


ments of God? In ſhort, the whole 
Province looks with a moſt diſmal A- 
ſpect, one part deſerted by its Inhabi- 


tants, another regs th by the Sol- 


'diers; ſome of the Inhabitants unmer- 
cifully plunder'd by the Dragoons, and 


thereby reduced to all the Extremities 
of Hunger, Cold, and Miſery ; others 


periſhing in Priton, particularly in that 
fatal Tower of Higucmortes, call'd The 


| Tower of Conſtance; where the infec- 
tious Air of the Place, Poverty, and 


{ Miſery, kill an infinite Number of 


them, whoſe dead Bodies are dragg'd 


at a Horſe's Tail, and thrown in the 
Fields to the Dogs and Birds of Prey. 
All that are guilty of going to the pri- 


vate Aſſemblies, are intallibly hang'd. 


The Undauntedneſs a Woman con— 


demn'd upon this laſt account ſhew'd, 
deſerves to be recorded. 


Being come to the foot of the Gal- 


| lows, ihe ask'd for her little Infant, 
and gave it once more Suck for the 


aſt time; upon which the Hangman 
G 2 ſaid 
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ſaid to her, Lou wicked Woman, 


* what is it you do? conſider that the 


Milk you give your Child is turn'd | 
© into ſo much Poiſon. To which ſhe F 
anſwer'd, If I had had any Horrour F 
© of the Thought of Death, I ſnould F 


© not be here.” 


No leſs remarkable is the Courage 


of a Gentlewoman of about fifty or | 
fifty-five Years old, whoſe Name I | 


have forgot. 


She patiently bore the firſt Fury of 
the Dragoons, that is to ſay, the Waſte 
they made of her whole Eſtate, their 


Blaſphemies, Threats, and other ſuch Þ 


like Evangelical Means that the mo- 
dern Converters employ, to gaia Pro- 
ſelytes to their Religion. 


Having entirely conſumed all ſhe 
had, they next attacked her Perſon, on 


which they inflicted all manner of Tor- 
ments. At laſt it came into the head 


of one of thoſe Wretches to ſay to her, 
* If you can bear upon your Hand a 


burning Coal, whilſt you ſay, Our 
* Father, &c. we'll let you alone.“ Top 


which ſhe having readily conſented, 
they took the greateſt Coal out of the 
Fire, 
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Fire, and ſet it upon her Hand, which 
ſhe had the Courage to hold out at full 
length, without the leaſt trembling, 
whilſt ſhe rehearſed Our Father from 
the beginning to the end, a Dragoon 
blowing the Coal all the while, to make 
it burn the fiercer. That being done, 


one of the Soldiers with a great Oath 
aid, © You have ſaid the Prayer too 

« faſt ; I will fay it myſelf, and if you 
( * can endure, during that time, ſuch 


© another Coal upon t'other Hand, we 
© will certainly go from you.“ To this 
the poor Woman conſented with the 
ſame Meekneſs and Courage, as ſhe 
had ſbew'd the firſt time. Then the 


Soldier took a Coal, which ſhe held in 


her hand, whilſt he repeated the Lord's 
Prayer, after every word making a 
long ſtop ; but at laſt another Soldier, 
moved at her extraordinary Courage 
and Patience, blamed the other for 


ſpeaking ſo ſlowly, hit the Coal out of 
| her hand, and then they left her. 


Among the different forts with 
which they treat the Bodies of thoſe, 


who in their laſt Sickneſs refuſed to 
receive the Communion, none is more 
ſingularly cruel, than that which has 

been offer'd to the Body of a Widow, 
| G 3 wha 


4 
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who fell ill the latter end of laſt Month, 
During her Illneſs, the Curate, and 
Magittrates of the Place, uſed both 
Exhortations and Entreaties, Threats 
and Promiſes, to make her receive the 
Communion; but having before her 
Eyes the Fear of God more than that 
of Men, {he reliſted all their Tempta. 
tions, and conſtantly refuſed to partake 
with them in their falſe Myſteries, 
which would have deprived her of the 
true Communion of Chrilt. 


This provoked them to that degree, 


that as ſoon as ſhe was dead, they 


ſeized her Body, and before Sentence 


had paſs'd upon her, pulled out her f 
Eyes, tore out her Tongue, cut off her 


Fingers and Toes, her Lips, Ears, and 


Note; and, in ſhort, treated her man. 
gled Carcaſe in ſuch a baſe un worth 


manner, as I'm aſhamed to mention. 


Give me leave, dear Sir, to ſubjoir 
to this, the following Relation of ti: 
Martyrdom of a Gentleman name 
Charpentier, of the Town of * RA 
wich which I Hall conclude, 


th.  # 1 0 * * * — Ag * 


* @ :itile Town of France 12 Angoumois. 


Withou] 
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Without mentioning the entire Diſ- 


ſipation of his Eſtate, becauſe that is 


always the firſt thing the Dragoons do, 
I ſhall only give you an Account of the 
Torments they made him undergo, and 


which at laſt were the Cauſe of his 


Death. 0 


Thoſe cruel Miſſionaries having left 
nothing to exerciſe their Fury on but 


his Perſon, immediately ſeized on it, 


and amongſt other barbarous Uſage, 


made him dance about ſeveral lighted 
Candles, till he was quite out of breath, 
and then thoſe inhuman Wretches, would 


not ſo much as allow him to reſt, not 


even by Night; fo that this continual 


Exerciſe, and want of Sleep, heated his 


Blood fo very much, that it flung him 


into a violent Fever. The Dragoons, 


when they ſaw him in that Condition, 
having left him, his Friends came and 


- 
- 


took him out of his Houſe, and pri. 


vately convey'd him to a Relation oi 


his, where he remained hid ſome time; 
but another Body of Dragoons being 
come to Ruſac, they were quickly in- 
form'd of the Houſe he lay concealed 
in: They went there, and at firſt con- 


teaded themſelves with keeping guard 


G 4 about 
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about his Bed, and curling and threat. 
ning nim. Afterwards ſeeing that that 
did not move him, they forced him in 
the height of his Fever to drink twenty 
great Glaſſes full of Water; and this 
being not able to ſhake his Conſtancy, 
they, during a whole Night, poured 
melted allow upon his Eyes, which 
not only totally deprived him of his 
Sight, but alſo of his Life; dying in the 
midſt of all theſe Torments, without 
letting them extort from him the leaſt 
Weakneſs, but, on the contrary, cou— 
rageoully confeſſing the Truth to the 
laſt moment of his Lite, 
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An Extract of a Letter written 
by one of the Proteſtants con- 
demn'd to the Galleys. 


S 1 R, Marſeilles, September, 1700. 


IE are much worſe uſed than 
the Turks, our Companions 
in Slavery; and our Yoke is 
made heavier, than that of 
a Galley-Slave ought to be 
by the Laws of the Kingdom. 


The Chaplains are continually about 
us, either to diſpute or to force us to 
go to Maſs, which when we refuſe to 
do, they make us be beaten moſt bar- 
barouſly. Our weak and ſick old Men 
have been all the Summer by the O- 
| | ven, 


| 

[ 
1 
| 

|| 
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ven, where the Smoak and Heat, join'd 
to the Warmth of the Climate, have 
made them ſuffer very much; now that 
Winter is come, they are confined in 
the Roujole. that is to ſay, the Sink, 
which is the dampeſt, coldeſt, and, 
through the infectious Stench, the moſt 
unwholeſome part of the whole Galley, 
and where one can neither lie down 
nor ſtand upright. 


During the time of their Divine Ser. 
vice, ſome of us have been bound to 
the Seats, others to the Malt, or hung 
by the middle at the Yard-Arm; and 
this was not done, till after that nei- 
ther their cudgelling, kicking, curſing 
nor ſwear ing, could prevail with us to 
join with them in their Worſhip. 


When they puniſh us, they will not 
make uſe of the Sword, becauſe, by 
putting an end to our Lives, it would 
at the ſame time deliver us from their 
unmerciful Power; but they take Cud- 
gels and Ropes Ends: and as I re- 
marked ro you before, that they ag- 
gravate the Miſeries which the State 
of a Galley-Slave always is attended 
with, they in their very Puniſhments 
grow every day more inhuman; tor, 

contrary 
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contrary to Cuſtom, they uſe tarr'd 
Cables ſoaked 1n rhe Sea, that by this 
means become as hard as Iron, to give 
us the Baſtinado: which Puniſhment 


js inflicted after this manner, | 


The Patient being ſtript naked from 
the Middle upwards, and lying ex- 
tended at full length upon the * Cyur- 


| ſey, one of his Companions takes and 


holds him faſt by the Feet, and ano- 
ther by the Hands, (and if they refuſe 
to do it, they are ſeverely beaten.) 
Then a Turi comes with that tarr'd 
Cable, and with it ſtrikes him upon 
his naked Body with all his Might ; 
for ſhould he, out of Compaſſion to the 
poor ſuffering Wretch, favour him ne- 
ver ſo little, the + Comte would im- 
mediately make him take his place: 
And as it is in that Officer's power to 
make him receive as many Blows as he 
pleaſes, the Turk ſtrikes on, till he 
lays, There's enough. 


After that the Surgeon's Boy comes, 
and rubs his bruiſed and torn Back 


1 
3 


* A part of the Deck, cobich is in the Form of a Table, 


f The Officer of a Galley, ho has particular Command 
ever the Slates, 


(nor 
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(not with Oil and Wine, but) with Salt 
and Vinegar, that he may feel ſo much 
the longer the ſharp and painful Smart 
of his Wounds. But what is more af. 
flicting to us, is, that we are-threaten'd 
to be treated thus till we change. 


All other Puniſhments are momen- 
taneous, or if they are of any dura- 
tion, are more moderate; but of all 
others, this is the moſt ſevere, the moſt 
cruel, and the molt terrible, end yet 
there is no hopes of its ever ending. 


AS it is in vain for us to complain to 
thoſe that thus cruelly perſecute us, we 
cannot, in the deplorable Condition we 
are in, forbear doing it to you ; ear- 
neſtly intreating you to join your Pray- 
ers with ours to the Almighty, that as 
he is a molt merciful God, and ready 
favourably to grant the Petitions of 
the Miſerable and Innocent when op- 
preſſed, he would graciouſly be pleaſed 
to hear our reiterated Cries, Tears, and 
Lamentations, and afford us ſome Re- 
lief in this our Affliction, which is ſo 
great, that no Words can ſufficiently 
expreſs it. I am 


Durs, &c. 
T he 
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The following Letter was writ 

by Mrs. de Fouquet (the 

Tran ſlators Aunt) to the 
Mimſter of the Church ſhe 

was a Member of, and by him tn 

ſent to another with the fol- | 
| lowing Note. 1 


Dear Brother, 


PAIN received the in- | 
Af it | cloſed Letter from Mrs. de 
e Fu9quct, who is of a noble 
SENS Family of the Town of Fi- 
an in the Ceoenmes; I 
thought I ſhould oblige you, by ſend- 
ing you a Copy of it, becauſe it con- 
tains a Curious Relation of the Suffer— 
ings 


* 
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ings of the three following Perſons, 
viz. of Mr. de Fouquet de Boiſebart, 
who has been ſent to America, becauſe 
he would not turn, after three Years 
Impriſonment; of Mrs. de Fouguet, 
his Siſter, who is the ſame that Writes 
me the following Letter; and of a 
young * Daughter of Mr, de Boi ſehart, 
who is only twelve Years of Age. 


Don't doubt of the Truth of every 
Fa& mention'd in it, for as I have been 
ſixteen Years together Miniſter of Vi. 
gan, I am perfectly acquainted with 
the Character of the Writer, and dare 
vouch for the Veracity of all ſhe ſays ; 
knowing her to be ſo vertuous and re- 
ligious a Perſon, that ſhe would not 
for 0 whole World aſſert a Falſe- 
hood. 


*® The Tranſlator's Mother. 


To 


* 
72 
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To Mr. Rouſſel, Minifler of the French 
Church at Dublin. 


From the Hoſpital of Marſeilles, 
Auguſt 6. 1687. 


GINC E I have now the Liberty, 
dear Sir, to write to you, which 1 
was deprived of before, having been a 
Priſoner theſe nine or ten Months; I 
would not ſet out on a Voyage of two 
thouſand Leagues, without taking my 
leave of you for the laſt time, and 
without begging alſo of you to remem- 
ber me and my poor little Family in 


all your Prayers, both publick and pri- 
vate. 


As the Letter you did me the ho- 
nour laſt Year to write to me, has con- 
vinced me, that you have not forgot 
your Friends, I am perſuaded that if 
you ſaw my Suffcrings, and the An- 
guiſh of my Soul, you'd be very much 
affected by them, and would in pity 
afford 


Q » 
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afford me the Comtort of your Prayers, 


eſpecially in a time chat T want them 


ſo much, and that they are the only 


Conſolation I can at preſent receive 


from the World, being perſecuted as! 


am, and entirely deſtitute of all human | 


Help. All I can offer you in return, 
dear Sir, 1s to deſire you to believe, 


that in what part of the World ſoever Þ 


it {hall pleaſe God to place me, I ſhall 
always be your moſt humble Servant; 
and hall, during my whole Lite, have 
all the Eſteem and Reſpect that are 


due to a Gentleman of your Character 


and Merit. 


Yow'll give me leave, I ſuppoſe, to 
ſend you an Account of my Sutferings, 
ſince the Day I fell into the hands of 
my Enemies; and as I know you to be 


very charitable and compa ſſionate, I |Þ 


don't doubt but you will very much 
pity the miſerable Condition I am in. 


To begin then: After having wan- 
der'd with my little Neice from Place 
to Place, during fourteen or fifteen 
Months, and having done as much as 
it was poſſible for any one to do, to get 
out of this unhappy Country, we were 


at laſt diſcover'd and taken, though 1 F 


ſpared 


bars , My nj a yo A mo 9 Ro LA kk a oc. 
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ſpar'd neither Pains nor Money co ſuc- 
ceed in my Attempt, having loſt at 
Montpellier twenty Louis d'Or, that 1 
gave to the Maſter of a Bark for my 
Niece's and my own Paſſage ; but the 
poor Man was ſome time after taken, 
and condemned to the Galleys, where 
he is ſtill, tho? he be an Talian. We 
were come to Montpellier, in hopes 
that, as it was near the Sea, we ſhould 
ſooner find there, than in any other 
Place, an Opportunity to convey our- 
ſelves out of the Kingdom : but the 
Maſter of the Bark having failed us, 
we were quickly after obliged to retire, 
in all haſte, from thence; for the Wo- 
man, at whoſe Houſe we lay concealed, 
turned us out of Doors at ten a-clock at 
Night, neither would any one elſe ſhel- 
ter us under their Root, tho' we might 
ſay with the Apoltle, Receice vs, for 
we have done no wrong to any body. 


A poor Maid-Servant was ſo moved 
with our Condition, that ſhe could not 
forbear repeating the Paſſage in one of 
the Pſalms, In the midlt of my Diſtreſs 
I fee none that will know me; and even 
ventured to conceal us in her Mutrel>'s 


Houſe. 


H We 
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We ſet out from thence two Days 
after, and went to our own Houle, 
where we continued about two Months, 
without its being ſuſpected by any bo. 


dy. I had there fo violent a Fit of | 


Sickneſs, that I was for three or four 
hours as if J had been dead, it having 
berea ved me of all my Senſes; and yet 
they durſt not ſend for a Doctor or A- 
pothecary for my Aſſiſtance, nor would 
I, when I was come to myſelf again, 
ſuffer them todo it : nevertheleſs that 
Fit being ſucceeded by ſo violent a 
Head-ach, that it did not allow me one 
moment's Eaſe, I was at laſt forced to 
it; but it was managed fo prudently, 
that it gave nobody Occaſion to ſuſpect 
any thing of the matter, 


The Doctor having preſcribed me 
the Bath of * Balzrue, becauſe my Diſ 


temper had weakened one of my Arms; 


I went there, having left my little 
Niece at Montpellier to ſtay there, til 


my Return from the Bath, which hap- 


pened in a ſhort time after: from thence 


we went to Nimes, where the States of 


— 


A Village near Montpellier, famous for its Ho. | 
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the Province were then aſſembled, with 
a Deſign of imyloying the Credit ſome 
of our Friends had with the Duke % 
Noailles, for the obtaining ſome Miti- 
gation to my dear Brother's cloſe and 
rigorous Confinement, who was then 
very ſick in the Tower of Cp7/tarce at 
Aiguemortes, in ſo very narrow a Dun- 
geon, that he could hardly ſtir about 
him, and where they brought him in a 
Morning ſome Broth ; after which they 
left him, without viliting him again 
for twenty - four hours. Neither would 
they ſuffer us to ſend ſomebody to ſerve 
him, nor let any other Priſoner, that 


might have aſſiſted him, be ſhut up 


with him, for he was alone. (This 
may ſerve as a Specimen, by which you 
may judge of our Enemies Cruelty and 
Inhumanity.) 


He paſſed the whole Winter, without 
Fire or Candle, in that miſerable Priſon, 
and in that deplorable Condition, his 
Diſtemper having ſeized him in the 
Month of Auguſt, and labouring {till 
under it when they made him embark 


for America. 


You may imagine, Dear Sir, how 
great my Affliction and Griet mult 
H 2 have 
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have been, to be deprived of the Sight 
of that dear Brorher, and not even be 


able to aſſiſt him, when he ſtood in 


ſuch great need of it; nor indeed had [ 
an Opportunity, when he ſet out on 
that great Voyage, of embracing and 
bidding him Adieu for the laſt time. 


But to return to the Hiſtory of my 
own Misfortunes: As ſoon as we got to 
Nimes, we were taken up upon Suſ— 
picion, and ſeparately confined ; my-ſelf 
being conducted to the Caſtle of So. 
Micres*, and my Niece to the great 
Convent of Nimes, where ſhe is ſtill. 
Having continued three or four Months 
at Sommicres, I was after that brought 
to the Nunnery of Vigaun, where I was 
{ix or ſeven Weeks; and from whence I 
endeavour'd, by jumping out of the 
Window, to eſcape, and get out of the 
reach of my Enemies. I had almoſt 
ſucceeded in it, when God permitted I 
ſhould be taken a ſecond time. I ſee 
by that I am deſtined to ſuffer for his 
Name's-ſake, and that it is his Pleaſure 
I ſhould glorify him not only by my 


* — —— 


* A ſmall Toxrn of Lower Languedoc, 13 Miles 


Meſt of Nimes. 


Impriſon- 
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mpriſonment, but may be alſo by m 

Death: And indeed I find myſelf fully 
reſolved to follow my Saviour, where- 
ever he ſhall pleaſe to call me, provided 
he aſſiſt me with his Holy Spirit, for J 
can do nothing of myſelf, feeble as I 
am. It's for that Reaſon I beg the AL. 
ſiſtance of your Prayers. Have ſo much 
Friendſhip for me, as frequently to be. 
ſeech that good God to grant me the 


+ Gift of Conſtancy and Perſeverance, 


that I may be faithful unto him, even 
to Death, and thereby may become in- 
titled to receive from his Hands the 
Crown of Life. Pray him alſo, I ear- 


neſtly conjure you, not to permit that 
their falſe Doctrine may ever take an 


Root 1n the Heart of that poor Child, 
that is my greateſt 'Trouble and Fear ; 


but I am perſuaded that if ſhe is in 


the Number of his elect Children, as I 
don't doubt but ſhe is, the Great God 


will preſerve her againſt the united 


Rage of the World and the Devil. 


I don't inſiſt on all the particular 


- Circumſtances of my Sufferings, be- 
cauſe they would make me too tedious, 
which I perceive I am but too much al- 
ready; but as I am fully ſatisfied of 
pour Charity, I don't doubt but you'll 


3 excuſe 
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excuſe an unhappy Woman, who feels 
a great Eaſe and Relaxation from her 
Pains, whilſt ſhe is relating to you 
her ſad Adventures, becauſe ſhe believes 
you are nat a little concerned for them. 
Therefore I ſhall only add, that jump- 
ing out of the Window of the Nunnery 
of /ican, I pur one of my Arms out 
of Joint, and nevertheleſs I was forced 
to ſet out the next Day for Sotmumieres, 
where I remained twenty-four or twen- 
ty-five Days. You mult certainly pity 
me very much, if you do but reflect on 
what I mult have ſuffered in the Pri- 
ſon I was put in, being all alone, and 
not able to ule one of my Arms. 


After that I was brought here, where 
we have continued the three or four 
Months, expecting every Day to be 
ſhipped off for America; for I have 
been condemned to be ſent to that 
Country, 


May God be our Pilot and Guide 
during our Voyage. 


We are here 132 Priſoners, as well 
Men as Women, and all confined in 
the ſame Place; and they ſay, that as 
many more are to come here ſhortly, 


the 
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the greateſt part of whom are of the 
Cenvennes. 


Ihe Relation I give you, Sir, is but 
| a ſorrowful one (but indeed ſuch has 
been God's Will and Pleaſure) it's a 
long time ſince I can ſend you no other ; 
for I proteſt to you, I have not had one 
ood hour from the time we loſt you, 
une of all ſorts having ſucceſ- 
ſively happened to us. I muſt likewiſe | 
own, that I can't find words to expreſs 11 
the Affliction I am in on account of 
my dear Brother, of whom I can hear | 
no News, though it's ſix Months ſince 4 
he went away; and as he was (till very | 
ſick when he ſet out on the 12th of 
e # March, Im in the greateſt Fear and (| 
Ir Uneaſineſs leſt ſome new Misfortune 1114 
2 # ſhould have happen'd to him: for I hear 
every day, that the Ship he was in {truck 
it upon a Rock, and was loſt, and that 
but few were ſaved out of the Wreck; 
others ſay, it has been taken by the Wl 
le Turks : In ſhort, Sir, Pm continually 
between Hope and Fear, Pm told that | 
the Eugliſh and Dutch carry on a great 10 
ell Trade to that Country; if it be true, 5 
in for God's ſake, endeavour, Dear Sir, to | 
as learn the Truth of it, if it be poſſible, ma 
lv, and to know what is become of that "8 
be H 4 dear | 
| 
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dear Brother; and if you hear any 
thing of him, let me know it as ſoon 
as you can, that I may be delivered 
from this cruel Uncertainty: for I af- 
ſure you, that notwithſtanding the mi- 
ſerable Condition Iam in, my greateſt 
and only Trouble is that dear Brother, 
and his unfortunate little Daughter, not 
knowing what is become of him, and 
the other bcing in danger of loſing her 
Soul, But the Almighty, who is of in- 
finite Mercy, will, I hope, take pity 
on them, and on me. As for myſelf, I 
am not in the leaſt concerned for what 
may happen to me, being thorowly per- 
ſuaded that the Great God, that has 
conducted me hitherto, will not forſake 
me, nor ſuffer me to be tempted above 
my Strength, but with the Temptation 
will afford me ſufficient means to over- 
come it. How many Thanks ought 
I to return to the Lord, who has en- 
dued me with ſuch a ſtedfaſt Courage, 
while almoſt a whole Kingdom 1s fallen, 
and thar thinks me worthy to ſuffer tor 
his Name's-ſake. 


Alas! what am I, that God ſhould 
ſhew ſo much Favour to me, who am 
hut a wretched Sinner! 


They 
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They ſay we are to imbark for Ame- 
rica the latter end of September, or the 
beginning of October; God's Will be 
done. Believe me, I am not in the leaſt 
ſorry to quit this unhappy Country, that 
is become a ſecond Sodom, and in which 
our Sufferings increaſe every day. 


May God vouchſafe to be ready at 
hand to deliver us and the reſt of our 
Families, when he ſhall think it conve. 


nient for his Glory. I conclude, with 
begging you to be perſuaded that I am, 


Dear SIR, 
Your moſt Humble, and 
Moſt Obedient Servant, 


Margaret de Fouquet. 


— — — IIs - 
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SIR, 
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Had the Honour in my laſt to 
you, to mention a word or two 

n of the Martyrdom of Mr, & He- 
lis, a Gentleman of Trzieves ; lince that 
time a Gentleman now in Pruſſia, that 
was his Neighbour, having writ me an 
ample Account of it, I make bold to 
ſend 1t you, juſt as I have received it, 
as being perſuaded you'll not be ſorry 
to ſce it. 


Mr. £ Helis having ſeen the Edil 
made to annul that of Nantes, which 
permitted all thoſe of the Reformed 


Religion to ſay in France, provided 


they did not publickly perform any part 
of their Religious Service; did not 
think of going out of the Kingdom, at 
leaſt not till he had made ſome provi- 
ſion for his ſubſiſting in a foreign Coun- 
try, But the Marquiſs de /a Troufe 


having 
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having ſent him a Company of Dra- Mi} 
goons, at the ſame time that the Par- I 
| lament of Dauphiny publiſhed that | 
dict; he ſa then that that Permiſſion 
Vas not to be taken in the Senſe the 
Words ſeem'd to import: therefore he | 
reſolved to be gone, accompany'd by 1 
one of his Daughters, by Mademoiſelle 
de la Chdtre, by Mr. de la Baume, Son 
of Mr. de Villette, and by ſeveral o— 
ther Perſons. The Gentleman who 
> FF writes me this Relation, having heard 
ſomething of it, came to repreſent to 
them how impoſſible it was for them 
to eſcape out of the Kingdom in the 0 
manner they deſign'd to attempt it, all . 
the Frontiers being guarded by Sol- 14 
diers; and alledged ſo many other Rea- Wl 
ſons to diſſuade them from it, that they | 
ſeem'd to acquieſce with them, by de- . 
liſting from their Enterrprize : But af- 
ter he was gone, Mademoiſelle de Ia 
Chatre was 1o very preſſing with Mr. 
d Helis, to perſiſt in their firſt Deſign, 
that at laſt he conſented to it, and ac- 
cordingly they began their Journey. 


1 —— ww % #7 bd * 


3 About the end of November, 1685, [1-4 
they had ſcarce gone four Leagues, be- it 
tore they met a Cerps de Guard, that FT 
would have ſtop'd Mademoiſelle die 


' i Chatrc, | 
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Chatre, and d Helis, who were at the 
Head,; but they being all arm'd, Ma. 
demoiſelle de Chatre took out one of 
her Piſtols, and ſhot at a Country Fel- 
low that held her Horſe by the Bridle, 
Upon the Report of the Piſtol, the A- 
larm-Bell was rung, and the Inhabi- 
tants of the adjacent Villages gathering 
themſelves together about thoſe unfor- 
tunate Travellers, moſt cruelly beat 
and wounded them, and then brought 
them all Priſoners to Grenoble; except 
Mademoiſelle de la Chatre, who being 
deſperately wounded, was left by the 
way, at a Gentleman's Houſe, whoſe 
Lady took ſuch particular Care of her, 
that ſhe was well enough ar the end of 
three Months to be removed to * GExe- 
olle; where Mr. M Helis had been no 
ſooner conducted, but they immediately 
propoſed to him to change his Reli- 
gion: to which he conſtantly anſwer'd, 
that he would not. Some Ladies of 
Quality, who were his near Relations, 
viſired him often, and did what they 
could to perſuade him to change, but 
all in vain, 


nn. 
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The firſt Preſident himſelf uſed his 
utmoſt Endeavours, and employ'd the 
learnedeſt Monks of all the City to con- 
vert him, but it was all to no purpoſe; 
for he anſwer'd them all, and eſpecial- 
ly the Monks, with ſuch irreliſtible 
Force, and undeniable Arguments, that 
they were able to make him no Reply : 
and his Lady being come to Grenoble, 
and having deſired him, out of Love 
and Pity to herſelf and his dear Fami- 
ly, to ſign an Abjuration, as being the 
only way he had left to preſerve him- 
ſelt; he ſaid upon that occaſion, © I 
have a great Love for my Wife and 
Children, but a greater ſtill for God; 
© therefore I'll never do ſo baſe an Ac- 
* tion.? In ſhort, having made their 
utmoſt Efforts to ſtagger him, without 
any Succeſs, the Parliament at laſt con- 
demn'd him to be beheaded at Geo- 
ble; his Daughter to be ſhut up in the 
Nunnery of St. Urſz/a for one Year; 
and the reſt to be hanged, or ſent to 
the Galleys. 


The Ladies that were Mr. i HHelis's 
; Relations, having heard what had been 
decreed againſt them, went ro viſit 
him. As ſoon as they were come into 


the 


— 
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the Room, he ſaid to them; © By your 
* Vilit, I ſee that I have been tried and 
condemned. I am obliged to you for 
taking the trouble to come and bring 
me the firſt News of my Deliverance; 
© you will give me leave to go and re. 
turn the Almighty Thanks for it.” And 
at the ſame time he went towards hisBed, 
and there offer*d up his Prayers to God; 
which being done, he returned to thoſe 
Ladies, and deſired them to conceal 
nothing from him. Then they told him 
the Sentence that had paſs'd upon him; 
he thank'd them for it, and ſpoke to 
them upon that Occaſion with ſo much 
Piety and Courage, as exceedingly mo. 
ved them, Not being able to refrain 
from ſhedding abundance of Tears, and 


then they left him, with a Reſolution 


of doing their utmoſt to fave him: 
they therefore went to the firſt Preſi- 
dent's, who told them, that if he 
would turn Roman Catholick, he'd en- 
gage to obtain his Pardon from the 


Court, 


A Gentleman that was his Relation, 
was ſent to propoſe it to him, but he 
rejected it with Indignation ; they next 
employ'd a Jeſuit to perſuade him to it, 


which proved ro as little purpoſe as 
bctore, 
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before, They then read his Sentence 
to him, which he heard with a great. 
deal of Conſtancy and Patience; after- 
wards he was led to the Place of Ex- 
ecution, with a Woman that was in 
the ſame Caſe as he, and having ask'd 
her if ſhe had changed, and ſhe an- 
ſwering, that ſhe had not, and would 
never do it, he took her by the Hand, 
ſaying, * Siſter, we ſhall be this Day 
together in Paradiſe. The Jeſuit 
that aecompanied him, would have 
ſpoke to him, but he anſwer'd him fo 
well, that he was quickly lilenced. 


Being come upon the Scaffold, he 


cry'd out, that like St. Hephen, he ſaw 


the Heavens open, and the Angels of 


God deſcending to take his Soul. Then 


addreſſing himſelf to the Proteſtants 
that were preſent, he exhorted them 
to perſevere in their Religion, becauſe 
it was the only one by which they 


could be ſaved; but the Jeſuit having 


ſtop'd his Mouth with his Hand, to 
hinder him from ſpeaking any more to 


them, it obliged him to turn all his 


Thoughts towards God ; and then after 


ſome time ſpent in Prayer, he himſelf 


letting the Block right, he calmly laid 


his Head upon it, calling all the while 


up 


—— - —— 
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upon the Nazae of Jeſus Chriſt, till it 
was ſever'd from his Body. 


Mr. 4 Helis was about ſixty Years 
of Age when he died, and had led a 
moſt religious and exemplary Life, as 
all that knew him can teſtify. He 
made no manner of Reſiſtance when 


they took him, tho they uſed him very 


barbarouſly; but openly declared that 
he was reſolved to ſuffer Martyrdom, 
rather than abjure his Religion. 


The Gentleman that writes me this 
Letter, having at the ſame time ſent 
me the Relation of the Perſecution of 
two Gentlemen, I ſhall beg leave to 
conclude this Preſent by a Copy of it. 


They were two Brothers, named 
Guichard, the one a Phyſician, and the 
other a Lawyer, of Magon, and were 
taken into Cuſtody in November, 1688, 
becauſe they had made ſome Attempt 
to get out of the Kingdom. The truth 
is, that indeed they had gone one or 
two Leagues with that Delign, without 
nevertheleſs having paſs'd any farther, 


— 
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but return'd' home of their own accord, 
thinking they might live there unmo- 
leſted, by the Favour and Protection of 
the Magiſtrates and Council of the Ci- 
ty, Who had a particular Eſteem and 
Affection for them; and there is Rea- 
ſon to believe, that had it been in 
their power, they would willingly have 
tolerated them: But the Intendant of 
the Province hearing that they had 
made no Abjuration, but had endea. 
vour'd to leave the Kingdom, order'd 
them to be ſent to Priſon, and the 
Judges of the Place to try them. 


They, in obedience to theſe Orders, 


did what they could to get Witneſſes 


to depoſe ſomething againſt 'em, where- 
by they might with ſome appearance 


of Juſtice condemn them, but found 


none that laid any Crime to their 
Charge; and yet they either would 
not, or durſt not acquir them, tho” 
they muſt have been perſuaded of their 
Innocency, -but kept them a long time 
confin'd in Priſon. 


At laſt the Intendant being come to 
Maton, he ſent them word, that if 
they did not change, he'd condemn 
them to the Galleys as Deſerters or 

1 0 
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of the Kingdom: they anſwer'd, that 


they were ready not only to go to the 
Galleys, but even to ſuffer Death. 


It was thought the Intendant would 
have been as good as his word, and 
would have try'd them himſelf; but 
ſome time after there came an Order 
to baniſh the Phyſician to Rion *, the 
Lawyer to St. Flour t, and to ſhut up 
the Wife of the latter in a Nunnery at 
Macon: which Sentence was immedi- 
ately executed. And how ctuel ſoever 
this Exile was, for it was worſe than 
the ſevereſt Puniſhment, they bore it 
with a wonderful Patience, and there 
ſuffer d Martyrdom ſome time ago, 
having given up their Souls. into the 
hands of their eternal Father, confeſſing 
ſtedfaſtly the Truth, and glorifying his 
Name to the laſt, Tam, Sir, G 


. - * - 
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E253 Shall make uſe of this Opportu- 

Bl nity to inform you, according 
— do your Deſire, of the Troubles 
that have happen'd to Madam die Co/ta, 
the Miniſter of Miremont's Widow, 
juſt as ſhe related them co me herſelf, 


Having been forc'd by the cruelleſt 
Torments to abjure her Religion, ſhe 
fell ill of a Quartan Ague, which ſe— 


cur'd her, for ſome time, from the bit- 
ter Neceſſity of going to Maſs; but 
having at laſt been forc'd to it by the 


Dragoons, who came to her Houſe for 
that purpoſe, ſhe confeſs'd herſelf to 
the Prieſt : after which, having receiv*d 
the Communion, ſhe did not ſwallow 
the Wafer, bur, going into a Corner of 


the Church, ſhe caſt it upon the Ground. 


As ſhe was narrowly watch'd, the 
Prieſt was preſently inform'd of it; 


who, ſeeing the Hoſt or the Wafer up- 
on the Ground, ſaid to her, hu wicked 


12 Cred- 
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Creature | what have you done? you 
have ſpit out your God; the Crime 


you have rommitted- is more heinous, 


than if you had. murder d_ ſixty thou- 


ſand Men. He then took {ſixteen Per- 


ſons, who were in the Church, to wit- 
neſs, in order to have her punifh'd ; but 
ſhe happily get out in the Croud, and 
concealed herſelf ſo well, that ſhe eſcaped 
ſuffering the funiſhmentalways inflicted 
on thoſe that are guilty of ſuch Crimes, 
which is to be burnt alive: for they 
made a Fire before her Door, in whic 
ſhe was only burnt in Effigy. 


I have alſo learnt. by an Eye-witneſs 
worthy of Belief, that an Inhabitant of 
Caftelmoron in Agenois, died of mere 
Hunger about ſeven. Weeks ago in the 
Priſon at en. The Witneſs relates, 
that he ſaw at Fontenay le Comte t two 


Men hang'd, who were accus'd of hav- 


ing pray'd to God in their own” way; 
and who, being come to the Place of 
Execution, prais'd God that they did 
not ſuffer Death as Malefactors, but 
only for having pray'd to him, Upon 


He Capital of Agenols in the Goocroment of Gui- 
enne. Biſhoprick. 1 * te f 


7 A bittle Town in France in Poitou. ; 
which 
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which the: Prevoſt or Sheriff ſaid a- Ill 
loud, That it was true, they died for bil 
that Reaſon, and that had they been | | 
convitted of robbing on the Highway, " 
they bad, perbaps, not been condemn'd "I 
to death. $7 


t £1 | | | 
] And indeed it's evident, by the Maſ- 
| facre that was lately made in Poitou, 
d of ſeveral Perſons aſſembled together to 
pray, that it's with them an unpardo- 
| nable Crime to be guilty of doing it 

| in a different way from theirs. The 
Account of that barbarous Action is as 


follows, y 
5 | 1 
f FF The Intendant of Poitou, a harſh MEN 
e unmerciful Man, being inform'd by 1 
je the Curates of the ſeveral Pariſhes in : | 
s, and about St. Maixent *, that there | 
o were Aſſemblies held thereabouts by 
v. the Proteſtants, came into that Town 
FM on a Saturday, with as many Archers 
of and Dragoons as he could gather toge- 1 
id ther, and on Sunday went and ſur- 10 
at 1 priz'd thoſe poor People as they were 
\n aſſembled in a Field; where he found 1 
them all upon their Knees, performing, bill 
ud — _ — ——— 


H little Town in Poitou. : 1 
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in that humble Poſture, their Devotions 
to God. The Dragoons, being come 
within Muſquet- ſhot, fired a Volley at 


them, whereby a great many were 


killed upon the Spot, beſides forty or 
fifry wounded ; who, with the. reſt, en- 
deavour'd by flight to fave themſelves, 
This may be placed amongſt thoſe Facts 
that future Ages will hardly have Faith 
enough to believe, That Men, who call 
themſelves | Chriſtians, having found 
their own Countrymen, and Chriltians 
as well as themſelves, without any 
Arms to defend themſelves withal, but 
only proſtrating themſelves upon the 
Ground, offering up their Prayers to 
God ; that their Fellow- Subjects, I ſay, 
could ſo far lay aſide all Humanity, as 
to kill and barbaroufly to maſlacre thoſe 
innocent Creatures, for no other Crime 
but that of having pray'd to God, is 
certainly what Poſterity will hardly be- 
lieve, | fo 


But to return where I left off: The 
Dragoons purſuing and firing as faſt as 
they could ar the reſt, it happen'd that 
two Perfons being ſhot in a. ploughed 

| ing to that they were al- 
ſembled = ſo near one ano» 
ther, that there was but a Ridge be- 
| tWeen 


ſeveral French Proteſtants. 135 


tween them both. As they lay thus 
on the Ground, they ſaw one of their 
Compantons running by them; to 
whom they called out, ſaying, Come, 
and comfort us, and fray for us, for 
we are dying. Upon this the Man ſtop- 
ping ſhort, though he was hard pur- 
ſu'd by the Dragoons, threw himſelf 
between them, and prepar*d them for 
Death, by Prayers and Exhortations 
ſuitable to their Condition, 


The Dragoons being, as it were, 
ſtruck with a religious Awe at that 3 | 
Sight, paſſed on, without daring to} in- i 
terrupt them. The Intendant purſu'd 
the others ſo cloſe, that he took near 
two hundred Priſoners, whom he for | 
the preſent ſhut up in a Barn, and the 
next day had ſeven of them brought to 
$t. Maixent, three of whom were the 
= | fame Day condemned by him and hang- 
ed ; and yet notwithſtanding this cruel 
Execution, the very next Day others || 
aſſembled themſelves again in thoſe 
Parts, The Intendant came againſt 
them, and took ſeveral Priſoners, two . 
of whom he condemned to be hanged, | 
and ſent all the reſt to Priſon, where they 
remained, till the Court order'd them 
e- | to be ſer at liberty. f 
na | 14 And | 
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And it is not only in Poitou that 
— Cruelties are exerciſed, but alſo in 


ſeveral other Parts of the Kingdom, 


particularly in the Ceennes; Where, 
notwithſtanding the Declaration, which 


condemned to death all thoſe that 
ſhould profeſs the Proteſtant Religion, 


they continue to make Aſſemblies, tho 


often diſcovered ; as lately it happened 


to one of them, where forty Perſons 
were killed upon the ſpot, a great Num- 
ber taken Priſoners, and no leſs than 
ſeventy-five. of them, both Men and 
Women, hanged at one time at Nimes 
by Order of the Governour and In- 
tendant, The reſt were condemn'd to 
the Galleys, where all thoſe that are 
ſeat there for their Religion are treated 


with greater Severity than the very 


Criminals, who undergo that Puniſh- Þ 
ment on account of their Villanies. An 
Inſtance of this may be ſeen in the Caſe 
of one Mr, Le Feere, a Gentleman of 
Learning and great Deſert, who, by 21 
ſpecial Order from Court, is forc'd to 
wear his Chains Night and Day, and 


Fer his only Crime is his being a Pro- 


reſtant, and attempting to get out o 
France ; for having been unfortunate- 
ly ſeized on the Frontiers, he was ſent Þ 

of 
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to Beſancon, and confin'd there in a 
Dungeon for three Months, where he 
was us'd with as much Rigour and 
Cruelty as if he had been the greateſt 
Villain: And tho? he was but of a very 
ſickly and weak Conſtitution, he not 
only bore this Uſage with the greateſt 


Patience, but alſo courageouſly reſiſted 


all the Temptations and Arts with 
which theſe Perſecutors endeavour to 
overcome the Conſtancy of the Pro- 


| teſtants; he being neither mov'd by 


their Promiſes, nor terrify'd by their 


| Threats, to act againſt his Conſcience : 


as may be prov'd by the Letters he 
ſent to his Friends, to ſatisfy them as 
to his Perſeverance; which Letters I 


have ſeen, and which bear the true 
Character of Chriſtianity, by the Meek- 
neſs and Humility, Piety and Reſigna- 


tion to God, that they ſhew the Writer 
to have been endowed with. 


Another great Example of the ſted- 
faſt Courage of the Proteſtants, amidſt 
their Sufferings, is Mr. de Voutronò, a 
Gentleman of Rochelle, who has under- 
gone, far a whole Year, the moſt cruel 


Ae 
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* Now in London, 


Impri- 
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Impriſonment that can be; he has ſuf 
fered Hunger and Thirſt, has lain upon 
the hard Ground loaded with Shackles, 
in a deep and dark Dungeon, without 
Candle or Fire, during the Winter, 
having no other Food than a little Bread 
and Water, and often nor half enough, 
even of that, to ſuſtain Nature. 


At laſt the Governour- of St.“ Mar. 
tin, where he is (till a Priſoner, came 
to ſee him in his Dungeon, and told 
him, he was ſorry he found himſelf 
obliged to inform him of ungratetul 
News; which was, that the King had 
order'd that all, who ſhould refuſe to 
abjure their Religion, ſhould be put to 
death ; thoſe that were Gentlemen, to 
be beheaded, and the others hanged : 
And as, ſaid he, it is with no ſmall Re- 
luctancy I come at preſent to execute 


this Order of the King, I hope you'll 


prevent my doing it, by obeying rhe 
King's Comand. I flatter myſelf, that 
I ſhall be the In{ftrument, which God 
will make uſe of, to ſave you from the 
Precipice you are ready to fall into; 
you have bur one Step to make to pre- 


„ 
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* In the Ind of Re, uon the Coaſts of Saintonge. 
erve 


the Sight of God. 
Reſolution, ſaid he to the Governonr, 
is fixed, and I am ready to mount the 
Scaffold whenever you pleaſe; the on- 
ly favour I have to beg of you, is, if you 
| deſign to put any one to death before 
me, I deſire you would give me leave 
to bear him Company, and to ſuifer 
with him, | 
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ſerve yourſelf from it, and thereby 
merit the Joys of Heaven, and eſta- 


bliſh your Fortune, and that of your 
Family, upon a ſure and laſting Foun- 
dation. To this he replyd, That far 
| from being afflicted at that News, it 
rather - rejoiced and - comforted him, 
ſince it would put an end to his Suffer- 


ings, and make him enjoy the ſooner 
My Choice and 


However, the Governour has not 
thought fit hitherto to execute his 
Threats and pretended Orders; I ſay, 


pretended Orders, for it ſeems that, 


* 


amongſt other Stratagems practis'd by 
our Per ſecutors againſt the Proteſtants, 
they have made often uſe of this laſt 
mention'd, namely, to pretend that 
Sentence of Death was going to pals 
upon them, and that they ſnould cer- 
tainly die, unleſs they chang'd without 
further Delay. The foregoing Relation 

IS 
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is a manifeſt Proof of this, as well as the 


following Account ſent me from Laos, 
of two young Women of that City, who 


having been taken up, and thrown in 


a Dungeon (where they paſs'd the whole 
Winter without Fire, and without any 
other Covering than a ſingle Petticoat) 


Were at laſt condemned to die, and led 
'to the Place of Execution, where was 


a great Fire ready lighted to burn 


them; but they not in the leaſt moy'd 


at the ſight of theſe Preparations, chear. 


fully and reſolutely diſpoſed themſelves 


to die. Upon which the Sheriff, laugh. 
ing, ſaid, I fee they'd be ſtubborn and 


mad enough to let themſelves be burn'd 
rather than ſubmit, They. then et 


them at liberty, without inflicting any 
other Puniſhment than only baniſhing 


them out of the City, and under ſevere 
Penalties forbidding every body to give 
them any Aſſiſtance, or to teceive them 
in their Houſes. Iam, Sir, Ge. 


— * 


* A great and ſtron g City of France, in the Govery- 


ment of the Iſle of France; a Biſoprick, | 
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7 2 7 Dee r By 


SIR, 


Send you now an Account of 
i the Cruelties of one Rapine, 
=» Guardian of the Hoſpital at Va- 
lence , which, for want of room, I 


| was forc'd to omit in my laſt, I'll be- 


gin by the Relation of the Sufferings 


of the Daughters of the illuſtrious Mar- 
| tyr Mr. du Croſs; by which you'll ſee 


in general his Method to convert the 
poor Proteſtants, who are ſo unhappy 


as to fall under his Power, 


As ſoon as thoſe young Ladies were 


ſent to him, he firſt began by ſeparate- 
| ly. confining them in Dungeons, ex- 
| ceedingly damp, and full of Mud and 


Filth. He next took all their Clothes 


and Linnen from them, and in lieu ga ve 
them others that had been worn by 
the Patients of the Hoſpital; without 
ever cleaning them from the Naſtineſs 


— — 


— 


1 fine City of France, ſctuate on the River Rhoſne, 


and 


| in the Lower Dauphiny ; 4 Biſhoprict, 


1 


bi 
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and corrupt Matter that had iſſued 
from their Sores, with which they were 
all over cover'd: all the Nouriſhment 


they had was a little Water and Bread, 
thac Dogs would hardly have eaten. 


Rapine came ſeveral times a day to 
viſit them, always follow'd by his Ser. 
vants, who, by his Orders, ſtripped 
and molt cruelly ſcourged them ; he 
himſelf often giving them an infinite 
Number of Blows all over the Body, 
and even over the Face, ſo that they 


had ſcarce the Appearance of human 
Bodies. 


They were beat in this manner fo 
often, that at laſt they were able nei. 
ther to ſer one foot before the other, nor 
ſo much as to lift up their Hands to 
their Mouth, or ſtir their Arms. Be- 
ſides this, he made them every day be 
plung'd up to their Chin into a deep, 
miry, and moſt ſtinking Sink, where 
they always remain'd, till it had de- 
priv'd them of all Knowledge, and of 
their Senſes, bps 


They were at laſt overcome by theſe 
continual Torments, which can't be pa- 
rallelled for Cruelty by any res 

the 
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Rubion, three Miles from Rhoſne, 
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the Hiſtory of the Heatheniſh Perſecu- 


tions; and, after their Abjuration, put 
into a Nunnery, where they at preſent 


are, but cover'd with Wounds and 


* Bruiſes from head to foot. Madam de 


la Farrelle, of the City of N7mes, is 


at preſent under the hands of this cruel 
| Tormentor, with ſeveral other Gentle- 
women; and the Parliament of Gre- 
noble has lately ſent him twenty-five or 
| twenty-ſix Perſons, as well Men as 
Women, whom he labours to convert 
by the ſame mild Method. 


He may boaſt that, thro? his means, 


| we have an Example of Courage and 


Conſtancy, that may be compar'd to 


that ſhewn by the greateſt Martyrs, 
both antient and modern; I mean the 
E illuſtrious Mr. Meuuret, a Counſellor 
of Montlimart. 


This Gentleman had diſtinguiſhed 


| himſelf by the religious and exemplary 


manner in which he had lived during 
the whole Courſe of his Life ; and when 
the. Dragoons were ſent into Dauphiny 


Lt. er ee — — 


* — 


* A Town in the Lower Dauphiny, pon the River 


and 
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and to Montlimart, he animated thoſ 
that were perſecuted by em courageouſ 
ly to perſevere in their Religion, both hy 
his Exhortations, and by his own mor 

rſuaſive Example: for the Governour 
of that Place having arreſted him, and 
confined him ina little Cha mber, where 
he was left for three Months, with no 
thing but a-poor pitiful Flock-Bed, al. 
moſt worn out, to lie upon ; at the 
end of thoſe three Months, having bee 
conducted into a dreadful Dungeon, be 


f GGG 
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went there joyfully, comforting hö 


Friends, who with Tears were accom. | 
panying him to Prifon, and tellin; 
them, that they ſhould rather rejoic 


and congratulate him on the Favour 
God did him, in permitting him to ſuk 
fer for his Name's-fake:; ſo far was this 
brave Confeſſor from being ſtagger'd 
by theſe Severities. 


The Dampneſs of this Dungeon, in 


which he continu'd ſix Months, having 


. wt Pot , * 1 * 
D n 


made his Body ſwell very much, he 


was taken out from thence, and car- 


ried to the Hoſpital of Valence, which 1 
is the laſt Tryal they put the Faith and 


Parts to. = 


of- the Martyrs of chor 


Li 
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La Rapine accoſted him with the 
Fury of a Lion, and, after ſeveral 
Threats, he concluded with theſe 
words, Vell, well, we ſhall ſee whe- 
ther you'll be ſo ſtubborn with me ! 


He put him in a little Chamber, 


without ſo much as a Bed in it; fo 
that he was forced to lie upon the 


Boards, under Which ran all the Sinks 


of the Hoſpital: And as there was in 
that Place a Hole that look'd into the 
Chapel, where Maſs was every day 
* faid, he would have forc'd this illul- 


trious Confeſſor to hear it by that 


Hole, but was never able to compaſs his 
= Delign. Whereupon a Rapine think. 
ing it neceſſary to uſe his laſt Remedy, 
= which ſeldom failed of Succeſs, made 
him be brought down into a Yard, 
Where ſtood a Mulberry-Tree; and 
ordering his Underkeepers to tie him 
by his Hands to one of its Branches, 

but ſo high that his Feet did but juſt 
reach to the Ground, and to tear his 
Coat, Breeches, and Shirt off of his 
Back, he made him moſt unmercifully 
be beat. He treated him in this bar- 
barous manner for a whole Fortnight 


together, and chat with ſuch Violence, 
K that 


1 
i 
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that the Blood guſh'd out of his Noſ- 
trils, and all the other Paſſages of his 
Body. 


In the midſt of theſe dreadful Tor- 
ments, this good Man, far from cur- 
ſing his Perſecutors, continually pray'd 
God to forgive them ; and he im- 
plor'd their Compaſſion in ſo moving a 
manner, and with ſuch piercing Cries, 
that two Capuchins, being exceedingly 
moved thereby, came and deſired La 
Rapine to forbear puniſhing him in 
that cruel manner. He granted their 
Requeſt, and employ'd him, during 
ſome Months, in carrying Stones for 


ſome Building he was erecting in the 
Hoſpital. 


The Biſhop of Falence went to ſee 
him in that ſtinking Place he lay in, but 
could neither there, nor in the ſeveral 
other Viſits he made him, gain any 
thing over him. 


At laſt Rapine, enrag'd at this long 
Reſiſtance, came luriouly one day in- 
to the Priſon of this holy Martyr, ac- 
company'd by two of his Servants, who, 
by his Orders, gave him ſo many Blows 
without ceaſing till they were quis 

tir'd, 


1 
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tir'd, that, when they left him, he was 
not able to ſtir; and this Monſter 
returning with his Servants two 
hours after, deſigning to give him 
as many more, found that he had ex- 
pir'd under their former cruel Tor. 
ments. 


Another Inſtance of the Inhumanity 
with which the Proteſtants are treated 
in that Hoſpital, may be ſeen in the fol- 
lowing Letter, writ by a young Gen- 
tlewoman, and ſent by her to a Refu- 
gee Miniſter at Lauſane. 


RR El ck, 


POPPE ELL 


lNCE I receiv'd the two Let- 
& ters you did me the Honour to 
= write to me, I have not had an 
Opportunity before now to anſwer them, 
and at the ſame time to return you my 
humble Thanks for the Comforts I've 
receiv'd, and the Courage and Reſolu- 

K 2 tion 


| 
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tion 1 find myſelf inſpir'd with by 
the reading of them. 


I was brought here the 23d of May, 
and, immediately after my Arrival, ! 
was dragged by La Rapine from the 
Garden to the Kitchen, he beating and 
kicking me all the way ; and at the 
ſame time aſſuring me, that this was 
nothing to the terrible things he would 
make me ſuffer hereafter, 


The next Day I was ſtripp'd naked 
from the middle upwards, and my 
Hands being faſten'd to the Cieling, 
I was ſo cruelly Whipp'd by fix Women, 
that my Shoulders ran down with Blood, 


They have forbid me to pray, and 
come every Night to fee if J am upon 
my Knees ; and if they find me in that 
Poſture, they never fail to beat me with 
il the Cudgels they bring with them for 
[ that purpoſe : all the while inſultingly MW 
crying to me, Pray to your God, bell 
without doubt deliver you. 


to ſave myſelf by jumping out of a 
Window of the Hoſpital, but I had the 
Mis fortune to break both my Legs and 
Thighs. 


| 

This cruel Uſage made me attempt 
| 
| 
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Thighs. I was taken up, and left up- 
on my Bed, without Aſſiſtance, for a 
whole Month; ſo that through their 
Barbarity, in thus abandoning me, I 
ſhall be a miſerable lame Wretch all 
my Life. A Surgeon cofnes indeed 
now and then todreſs my Wounds, but 
he every time threatens to look after me 
no more, unleſs I change. 


I am at this time fick of a Fever; in 
ſhort, no words can deſcribe the va- 
rious, inhuman, and dreadful Torments 
weall undergo in this Hoſpital, which 
is ſo curſed a Place, that it may juſtly 
be called Hell in Epitome, I am, Ge. 
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SIR, 


OTHING can equal the Op- 
preſſion and Grief we labour un- 
«eras der in this Province, through the 
inexpreſſible and unparallelled Fury of 
our Perſecutors : A Specimen of which 
may be ſeen in the tollowing Relation, 


K 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Palmentier, a very honeſt Man 
of a Town in Poitou, called Fille. 
Dieu-d Aunay, having patiently bore 
the firſt Fury of the Dragoons, their 
Blaſphemies, Threats, and the Diſſipa- 
tion of all that he had, was thereupon 
tormented in ſuch a manner, as at laſt 
depriv'd him of his Life, as you ſhall 
immediately hear, | 


The Archbiſhop of Bourdeaux be- 
ing come into that Town, in his way 
from Paris to his Dioceſs, went into 
the Houſe of the aforeſaid Palmentier, 
and finding that he had not changed, 
asked the Dragoons, why they did not 
perform their Duty better, and bid 
them make a Fire to warm the old gou- 
ty Fellow (for he had had the Gout for 
ſeveral Years ) after having given that 
Order, he wear up Stairs into one of 
the Upper Rooms. Then the Dragoons 
pulling the ſick old Man out of his Bed, 
threw him upon the Floor, and having 
heated a Shovel red-hot, applied it to 
his Hands and Feet, | 


The Greatneſs of the Pain extorted 
from him moſt bitter and piercing 


Cries, which were ſo far from moving 
the 
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the Pity of the Archbiſhop, who was 
in a Room over him, that he on the 
contrary, laughing, ſeem'd to take a 
Delight in hearing them. And Mr.Pal- 
mentier's Wife coming to his aſſiſtance, 
the Dragoons ſtruck her with their 
Bayonets and the But-ends of their 
Piſtols which made her ſwoon away; 
and whilſt ſhe lay in that Condition, 
they flung two or three Pail-fulls of Wa- 
ter upon her. 


The poor Man having been tor- 
mented in this manner for a conſidera- 
ble time, had at laſt the Weakneſs, not 
indeed to abjure his Religion, but to 
promiſe he'd endeavour to be inſtructed 


in the Romiſb Faith, 


The Archbiſhop would have had 
him ſign that Promiſe, but their Cruel- 
ty having deprived him of the Uſe of 
his Hands, the Archbiſhop ſigned it for 
him, and ſent it to the Biſhop of Poz- 
tiers, deſiring him to ſend ſome Mil- 
ſionaries to convert that Family: but 
he had no ſooner made that Promiſe, 
than he repented and retracted it; and 
ſent to let the Biſhop know, that he 
had no need of Inſtruction, being re- 
ſolved to die in his Religion. And at 

up «EI the 
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the ſame time his Wounds, cauſed by 
the burning, having thrown him into a 
Fever, he died a few Days after, ſted. 
faſtly reſiſting the Temptations of x 


Carmelite Monk and a Jeſuit, who per. 
ſecuted him to the laſt, | 


The ſecond Inſtance T ſhall give of 
their Violence, is Mr. de Villiers, 1 
younger Brother of a noble Family. 
This Gentleman was apprehended near 
Bologne*, attempting to convey himſelf F 
out of France. He was carried to 
Calais, from whence the Intendant ſent Þ 
him, under the Cuſtody of the Prevoſt, 
to Paris, where he was confined in the 
Priſon of Fort PEzeque, in which he] 
continued eight Months, 


As he was well verſed in Scripture, Þ 
he confuted all the Arguments of the je. 
ſuits, and the others that came to con- 
vert him, in ſuch a manner, as very 
much edified and ſtrengthened the Re- 
{olution of the other Priſoners that ſut- 
ter'd for the ſame Cauſe. 


The firſt Preſident himſelf one day 
took the trouble to come and diſpute 


— 


* A City of France in Picardy ; 4 B ſoprick, 


wich 
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with him; but he found the Match 
between the Priſoner and himſelf ſo 
unequal, that he was forced to give up 
the Diſpute, and leave him. The Hard- 
ſhips and Miſeries he underwent in the 


| Priſon ore at laſt given him a vio- 


lent Looſeneſs, which degenerated into 
A 9 Flux, he died of that Diſtem- 
e end of ſix Weeks. During 


ratt 

ily. his Illneſs, he was not ſuffered to have 
any Communication with thoſe of his 
'F Religion, but was continually ſurround- 
ed, till he expired, by his Perſecutors : 
however, we have been ſince informed 
by thoſe very People, that he did not 
{ ceaſe to bleſs and praiſe God, and that 
he died in the Defence of his Truth. 


I have alſo received a long Account 


from * Angoulꝭ me, of the Sufferings of 


ſeveral of our Brethren in thoſe Parts; 


as, namely, of Mr. Galliot, Elder of 


the Church in that City, Who having, 


upon his Death. bed, refuſed to receive 


the Communion in the Romiſh way, or 
to partake with them in any of their 
Ceremonies, was, after his Death, drawn 


—— 


* A City of France, Metropolitan of the Dutchy of 


Angoumois ; 4 Biſboprick. 
upon 
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upon a Hurdle, and by the way moſt 
inhumanly treated by the barbarous 
Rabble ; for they ſplit his Skull, took 
out his Brains, and flung them away, 
and tore him Limb from Limb : what 
remained of his Carcaſe was hung up 
at the Gallows, which his Son having 
at Night buried, they the next Day 
dug him up again. 


Another mentioned in that Relation 
is one named Poulignac, of La Ro- 
chefoucaud, who, during his Sickneſs, 
had openly declared, that he died a Pro- 
teſtant; upon which account, when he 
was dead, the Judge and Sollicitor of 
that Place repaired to his Houſe, and 
ordered his Entrails to be taken out of 
his Belly and ſalted him, telling his 
Wife, to look to his Body till they had 
tried him. But eight days being paſt 
without her hearing from them, and 
the Stench of the dead Body infecting 
the whole Houſe, his Wife ventured to 
bury him herſelf privately. A Day or 
two after the Hangman of Augoulb me 
having been ſent to take him up again, 
and bring him to that City, found that 


ä 


® 4 Tewn in Angoumois, 
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the Body was grown fo rotten, that it 
could not be tranſported ; wherefore 
having drawn it on a Hurdle through 
La Rochefoucand, he left it, without 
Burial, expoſed in a Highway. 


I ſhould be too tedious did I give you 
an Account of all thoſe that have been 
thus treated there; wherefore I ſhall at 

reſent conclude by this third Relation 
ent me ina Letter, too long to give it 
you entire: The whole of it amounts to 
this, That Madam de Montalambert, of 
one of the beſt Families of the Pro- 
vince, being fallen ill ſome time ago, 
was immediately viſited by all the 
Monks and Prieſts of that City, who 
treated her ina moſt ungenerous, abu- 
ſive, and threatning manner; but ſhe 
overcame all their Trials and Tempta- 
tions, and died praiſing and recommend- 


ing herſelf to God. And indeed ſhe 


was the only one that mentioned his 
Name ; for as for her Perſecutors, they 
ſpoke to her neither of God nor of Pa- 
radiſe, but only of the Devil and of 
Hell: one of them, amongſt other 
things, having told her, That her Re- 
ligion was that of the Devil ; and ano- 
ther, ſpeaking. to a Lady who was a 
Papiſt, and then in the Room, ſaid, the 

very 


i 
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very momept ſhe was expiring, Let us 
go out of this Place, for the Devil, 
who has Power over her, and whoſe 
Servant ſhe is, will not come as long 
as we are here. 


After her Death, they carried her to 
Priſon, and condemned her to be drawn 
upon a Hurdle naked ; which Sentence 
was executed, without having any re- 
fare for her Sex, her Age, or her Qua- 
ity. Iam, Ge. 


eee 


Dear Sir, Cadiz, April 27. 1683. 


o' I don't doubt but you are 
[--193 informed of the Affairs of 
Franco in relation to our Fa- 
milies, Who groan under the 
cruel Yoke of Perſecution, perhaps you 
have not yet heard of a new kind of 
Perſecution lately invented, which is 


to ſend to the American Iſlands, and 


there to ſell as Slaves, to the beſt Bid- 
der, thoſe poor unfortunate Wretches, 
whoſe Courage and Conſtancy they had 
in vain attempted to ſubdue. 

It's 


S 
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It's certainly a moſt ſhocking thing, 
and moſt repugnant to the Laws of 
Nature, that Men, who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, ſhould fell their Fellow- 
Chriſtians; it's what was never heard 
of before this wicked Age in which we 
live. 


A tempeſtuous Wind having forced 
us to put into the Road of America, in 
the Kingdom of Grenada, where the 
bad Weather detained us five Weeks; 
amongſt the Ships of ſeveral Nations, 
that during that time came daily to 
ſeek a Shelter in the ſame Road, we ſaw 
a Frigate carrying French Colours. As 
ſoon as the bad Weather was paſt, 
Monſieur the Count de Stirum ſent one 
of his Lieutenants to the ſaid French 
Frigate, to ask what Place ſhe was 
bound to, and from whence ſhe came ; 
he was anſwer'd, that ſhe came from 
Marſeilles, and was going to America 
to tranſport ſome Slaves. His Anſwer 
made me take the Boat to go and pay 
the Captain a Viſit, being accompanied 
by your Son and another Refugee Offi- 
cer, becauſe I miſtruſted there might 
be ſome of our Religion amongſt thoſe 

Slaves, 
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Slaves, which indeed proved to be but 
too true. 


Being come on board, the Captain in- 
vited us to an Entertainment, and a 
moment after we ſaw ſome young Wo- 
men, with moſt dejected Looks, come 
upon Deck to take the Air a little, 
whom we asked, By what Accident it 
happened that they went to America: 
they reply'd, with a ſurprizing Bold- 
neſs, They tranſport us there, becauſe 
we wort proſtrate ourſelves before their 
Images, and adore them; that's all our 
Crime. 


I then enquired of them, if there 
were any Inhabitants of the Cevernes 
in their Company; they anſwer'd, That 
there were two young Women of that 
Part, who were Siſters, the one fifteen, 
and the other ſixteen Tears old; and 
that one of them being very ſick, the 
other ſtaid by her Siſter to aſſift her as 
much as ſhe could. 


This having very much increaſed my 
Curioſity, I deſired to fee them, and 
at my Requelt the Captain gave her 
that was not ſick, leave to come up. I 
thought, as ſoon as the came upon 

Deck, 
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Deck, that J had ſeen and known her 
before; and your Son mein asked her 
of what City ſhe was, and what was 
her Name ? and ſhe replying, that her 
Name was Peirique, and was of &. 
2. *; I was immediately per- 
ſuaded that they were my firſt Couſins. 
I did deſign to have let her gone on 


„ ſome time without interrupting her, but 
. WF Iwas prevented by the Tears, which 
began, in ſpite of me, to trickle down 
„my Cheeks; Wherefore, coming up to 
„ber, I faid, Madam, do you know me ? 
+ ðàbhbe no ſooner caſt her Eyes towards me, 


but falling upoa my Neck, and bath- 
ing my Cheeks with her Tears, Is it 
e Pal ſible, ſhe ſaid, dear Confin, that I | 
1 ſhould be ſo happy as to ſee you once | 


＋＋ more? She ſaid a thouſand other things \ 
to me in ſo moving a manner, that none 
k preſent could forbear ſhedding Tears. 
I then asked the Captain leave to go 
' and ſee her Siſter, which he granted | 
1s me; but, good God ! when I was come 


down under Deck, how great was m 
Grief and Surprize, to behold, on one 


y Side, eighty young Maids and Women N 
d | fick, and lying upon Flock-Beds; on the | 
er 1 5 2 3 

1 

ol | * A Village in the Cevennes. 
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other, a great many poor old Men, who 
were all reduced to ſo miſerable and 
weak Condition, through the Torments 
inflicted on them by their Tyrants, that 
9893 to be going to give up the 
Ghoſt. 


There were amongſt them People of 
all Ages, of all Conditions, and of all 
Ranks; they told me, that when they 
ſet out from Marſeilles, they were in 
all two hundred and fifty Perſons, and 
that in fifteen Days time eighteen had 
died; that there was but one Gentle 
woman of Poitou, all the others were 
of Nimes, Montpellier, and the neigh- 
bouring Places, 


Amongſt thoſe that died in the Road 
of America, was a Peaſant whom 1 
knew, and whoſe Son I alſo found a- 
board the ſame Ship ; who having cou- 
rageouſly ſuffered the greateſt Cruel. 
ties, and ſtedfaſtly perſiſting in the 
Truth, was condemned thereupon to 
be tranſported. I was alſo informed, 
that there were ſix other Ships full of 
condemnedProteſtants,which only wait- 


ed for a fair Wind to fail from Pro- 
VENce. | 


Upon 
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Upon my adviſing my ſick Couſin to 
take Courage, and to hope ſhe would 
ſtill recover her Health; ſhe reply'd, 
Far from dreading Death, it would 
be welcome to her, becauſe if God 
thought fit to take her out of the Morid, 
ſhe ſhould thereby be delivered from a 
great many Miſeries which ſhe fore- 
ſaw ſhe had ſtill toundergo ; but, ſaid 
ſhe, I reſten and ſubmit myſelf cutire- 


dy to bis Mill. 


Being returned to our Ship, I gave 
an Account of all that I had ſeen to 
Monſieur the Count de Srirum; at 
which he was very much afflicted, and 
Pm perſuaded, that had it been in his 
power, he had moſt willingly done his 
utmoſt to deliver them : he ſent me 
back again to them with ſome Wine,and 
other {uch Refreſhments, and likewiſe 
gave me ſome Money for them. 


We being, to my great Sorrow, to ſet 
Sail at break of Day, the next Morning 
I went to take my leave of them; the laſt 
words they all unanimoully ſaid to me, 
were, Ve beſecch yu to remember us in 
your Prayers, and bog of God to favour 

US 


vil 
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us with bis Grace, that we may per- 
fiſt to the End, and receive thereby 
the Crown of Life. 


| You'll give me leave, Sir, to ask you 
1 for thoſe miſerable and unfortunate 
| People the ſame Favour that they re. 
1 queſted of me in the moſt moving man- 
ner. I am, Sir, Ge. 


ſons of Quality of this Province 

of Dauphiny, eminent for their 
Sufferings in the Defence of the Cauſ 
of God, Mr. de Alo, a Counſellor in 
the Parliament of Dauphiny, has very 
much diſtinguiſhed himſelf on that Ac: 
count. 


adage - -- - 
— — 


He happening to be at Paris in 

1685, and refuſing to change, was bz i 
1 niſhed, with his Wife, into a poor li- 
tle Village; where having undergone : 
1 great many Hardſhips, which gave Mr. 
'1 de P 4lo a dangerous Fit of Sickneſs, the 
'1 | were, 
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were, at the end of fome Months, re. 
moved from thence, ſhe being ſent into 
Dauphiny, and Mr. de P 4h to Cha- 
teau-Tzompette *, where they confined 
him, without ſuffering him to converſe 
with any one but a Monk, who came 
every day to try to convert him ; but 
not being able to ſucceed, he at laſt leſt 
him, telling him at parting, he might 
be certain, that ſince he was ſo ſtub- 
born, he would be ſhortly conducted 
to the f Pyrenees, where accordingly 
he was immediately after ſent. 


The Marquiſs Je St. Pierre, a Coun- 
ſellor likewiſe in the Parliament at Cre- 
noble, 1s alſo one of our moſt illuſtrious 
Confeſſors. As he was very well in- 
{ſtructed in his Religion, that his Zeal 
was equal to his Knowledge, and that 
both of them had acquir'd him a great 
Reputation and Credit amongſt the 
Proteſtants; the Court was afraid he 
would animate them to perſiſt in their 
Religion, if he was left amongſt them: 
wherefore he received an Order, under 


—— —_ — ä * 1 
— 9 
. 


* 4 ſtrong Caſtle near Bourdeaux. 


Mountains that ſeparate France from Spain, and 


Which extend themſelves about eighty-five Leagues from the 
Pert of Veridres in Languedoc to St. Sebaſtiar, 


3 the 
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the King's own Hand, to come to Paris. 


This happen'd a little before the Dra- 
goons came into the Province. 


This Gentleman being conſcious of 
his own Innocence, and having a long 
while before taken a fixed Reſolution to 
ſuffer, not only the Loſs of his Office, 
and of his Eſtate, but even of his Life, 
rather than betray his Saviour, ſet out 
for Paris with his Children ; where 
being come, he waited on the Miniſters 
to know their Pleaſure, and the Reaſon 
of his being ſent for: they then gave 
him none; but he having ſtaid at Pa- 
ris about ſix Months, without being 


moleſted, they at laſt ſent for him to 


perſuade him to abjure his Religion ; 
which he abſolutely refuſing to do, they 
by force took his Son from him, telling 
him, That the King would have him 
be inſtrutted and brought up in the Ro- 
man Catholick Religion. 


This made him take the Reſolution 
to retire from Paris, and out of the 
Kingdom, in the Company of Mr. die 
Lie, and ſome other Gentlemen; but 
lia ving been ſeized at Lazdrecy *, they 


* 475: f the Low Countries in Hainault, por 


all 


{es R yr Sambre. 
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all through Fear abjured, except Mr- 
de la Pierre; whereupon there came an 
Order from the King to remove him to 
the Citadel of Cambray t, and a Coun- 


ſellor of the Parliament of || Tournay 


was ſent to examine and try him. That 
Commiſſary having declared to him, he 
ſhould be obliged to condemn him to 
the Galleys, for having attempted to go 
out of the Kingdom; he anſwer'd him, 
with the greateſt Courage, that he was 
diſpoſed not only to go to the Galleys, 
but even to die: he is ſtill confined in 
the Citadel, where he is patiently ex- 
petting the Execution of his Sentence, 


Madamoiſelle de Bardounache, Wife 
of the Counſellor of that Name in the 
ſame Parliament, and Viſcounteſs of 
Trieves in Dauphiny, deſerves alſo to 
be mentioned with thoſe Confeſſors, that 
have done the greateſt Honour to their 
Religion by their Patience and Suffer- 


ings. 


* 
— 


— — 


f 4 City of the Low Countries, the Metyopolis of 4 
ſmall Country, called Cambreſis, the King of France 
took it from the Spaniards in the Tear 1657. Archbiſhop- 
rick, 


IA very ſtrong City of Flanders, Biſhoprick, 


1 This 
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This Lady, who had diſtinguiſhed 
herſelf by her Piety and Virtue, as much 
as by her Quality, has made herſelf till 
more eminent by her Conſtancy in theſe 
her latter Trials. She has ſeen her 
Husband's Apoſtacy, has had one of her 
Daughters taken from her to be brought 


up in her Husband's new Religion, and 


laſtly has beheld the entire Deſolation 
and Ruin of our Churches, without 
Hein in the leaſt ſtaggered or diſcou- 
raged thereby. $ 

When the Dragoons were come into 
the Province, ſhe openly and boldly 
exhorted every one to be conſtant ; and 
a Miniſter of her Acquaintance having 
writ to her, to let her know, that he 
deſign'd to leave Fraxce; ſhe, in her 
Anſwer, told him, That he ought not, 
like a mercenary Shepherd, to abandon 
his Flock, when he (aw the Wolf 
coming; and aſſured him, that for her 
part ſhe wus reſolved not to ftir, um- 
leſs the King ordered her to do it; and 
hoped that God would ſo far afſiſt 
ber with his Grace, as to enable her 
70 overcome all Temptations, and re- 
main firm and conſtant in bis Reli- 
gion 

| The 
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The Intendant Mr. / Bret, and Mr. 
le Camus, Biſhop of Grenoble, and the 
Marquifs de la Troufſe, General of the 


Troops in Dauphiny, went to make 


her a Viſit in her Caſtle of Moneſtier. 


They diſputed with her about Reli- 


ion, and made uſe of Threats, Promi- 
es and Entreaties to gain her; but ſhe 
having reſolutely defended herſelf a- 
ainſt all their Attacks, they at laſt left 
bh and ſome few days after ſent Dra- 
goons to take her out of her Houſe, and 
put her in a Nunnery at Grenoble ; 
where finding ſhe remained ſtill inflexi- 
ble, they threaten'd to ſend her to La 
Rapinc at Valence. To which ſhe an- 
ſwer'd, That ſhe'd willingly go, pro- 
vided it were not at Maſs, where-ever 
they defired, though it were to be burnt 
at a Stake. 


At laſt they put part of their Threats 
in execution; for ſhe was conducted to 
Valence, and confined, not indeed in 
La Rapine's Hoſpital, but in a Nunne- 
ry, with ſtrict Orders not to ſuffer her 
to converſe with thoſe that were newly 
converted. 


L 4 She 
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She bore her Impriſonment and Re. 
moyal to this Convent with the greateſt 
Meekneſs and Patience; and in her 
Converſation with the Nuns, ſhe in- 
ſtructed them ſo much in the Truth of 
our Religion, that ſhe had near per. 
ſuaded them to be Proteſtants. 


The Intendant and the Biſhop of 


Valence hearing, that far from being 


converted herlcit, ſhe had almoſt made 
all the Nuns Converts to her Religion, 
order'd her to be remov'd to another 
Nunnery ; where Madamoiſelle de Bar. 
donnache triumphing likewiſe over her 
new Gueſts, they ſent her to another in 
the ſame Place, where ſhe is at preſent, 
and order*d that none ſhould ſpeak to 
her, nor ſhe be ſuffered to ſpeak to any, 


I might alſo give you a Relation of 
the Sufferings of ſeveral other Perſons; 
as, for Example, Mr. de Beauregard, 


who has had his whole Eſtate, that was 


very conſiderable, intirely waſted and 
conſumed, and after that has ſuffered 
the molt cruel Torments; for they not 
only ſeveral times expoſed him fo near a 
great Fire, that the Heat at laſt ſhrunk 


up his Sinews, ſo that he could not walk, 
but 
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but alſo tied him to a Stake, and threa- 
ten'd to burn him alive, if he did not 
immediately change: In ſhort, his 
Faith and Conſtancy has undergone the 
ſevereſt Tryal. But this is enough for 
the preſent. Tam, Ge. 


S dh hold died cds, 


5 R : Nimes. 


— HE Proteſtants of the Ceovornes 
I continue to aſſemble themſelves 
== there: Mr. Emanuel Dalzue, 
who was of the molt conſiderable Fami- 
ly of La Salle, and Mr. Rogues, El- 
der of the Church of St. John, have 
lately been taken up, being accuſed of 
not having abjured their Religion, of 
having quitted their Habitations, and 
wandered about from Place to Place to 
ſeck an Opportunity of eſcaping out of 
the Kingdom, to prevent being obliged 
to obey the King's Orders; and laſtly of 
having done a few Days before, the one 
of them che Office of a Minilter, * 

the 
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the other of a Reader, in an Aſſembly, 
They owned, that all that was alledged 


againſt them was true, and ſaid, that if 


they had aQted againſt the King's Orders, 
it was becauſe they were contrary to the 
Commandments of God, and that in 
ſuch a Caſe they thought themſelves oh. 
liged to obey God ſooner than Men, 


The Intendant having condemned 
them to be hanged, they were yeſter- 
day executed, but they ſuffered Death 
with a moſt exemplary Conſtancy, Gc. 


The Jeſuits and the Magiſtrates hav- 
ing offered them their Pardon, if they 
would reunite themſelves, as they call 
it here, to the Romiſh Church, they 
with Scorn refuſed to accept it upon 
thoſe Terms. 


As Mr. Dalzue was led from the 
Court, where he had been condemned, 
to the Place of Execution, he was ac- 
companied by two Jeſuits, and Mr. 
None, a Counſellor, who earneſtly preſ- 
ſed him all the way to fave himſelf, by 
abjuring his Religion ; but all the An- 
ſwer he made them was, That he 
praiſed God for the Favour he did 
him, in permitting him to die for his 

Cauſe. 
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Canſe. Whereupon that Magiſtrate, 
and the two Jeſuits, ſeeing that all 
their Endeavours to ſhake his Conſtan- 
cy were in vain, ſuffered the late Hang. 
man's Daughter, who for eight Months 
before her Father's Death had ſupplied 
his Place, and executed the condemned 
Malefactors; they ſuffered her, I fay, 
to give him with her Fiſts above twen- 
ty Blows over the Face and Head, they 
never ſpeaking one word to hinder her. 
In ſhort, this Martyr having patiently 


| heard his Sentence read to him at the 
| foot of the Ladder, died, praying to 


God for thoſe who put him to death; 
and exhorting his Judges, and every 
body elſe, to repent and be converted, 


and to wage war no longer againſt 
God. 


He being executed, they then ſent for 


Mr. Roques; but the Drum beating all 


the time about him, we could not hear 
what he ſaid: we only ſaw that he had 


his Eyes continually fixed towards Hea- 


ven. 


Father Ronmeville, a Jeſuit, and Mr. 
Noue accompany'd him all the way, 
tempting him as they had done Mr. 
Dalguc; but they ſucceeded no better 

than 
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than before. It was obſerved, that 
whilſt the new Hangman was a faſt. 
ning the Rope to the Gibbet, that Mon- 
ſter of a Woman I mentioned before, 
held down their Hands, that they might 
not raiſe them up towards Heaven. 
They alſo ſend here divers Priſoners 
from Lyozzs and other Places, and once 
or twice every Month they condemn to 
the Galleys thoſe, who, after having 
made their Abjuration, and received 
the Communion, have been taken at. 
tempting to get out of the Kingdom, 
As for thole who have not, and will 
not change, they are condemned to be 
ſent to America. All the Priſons of this 
Ci:y arc continually full of thoſe miſe- 
rable People, where they would be 
ſtarved, if ir were not for the charita- 
ble and liberal A ſſiſtance they receive 
from thoſe in this City, who have been 
forced to abjure their Religion. 


Twenty-one Perſons were ſent from 
hence a day or two ago to Marſeilles, 
nineteen of them being to be tranſport- 
ed to America, and two condemned to 
the Galleys; but all theſe things are fo 
far from terrify ing us, that, on the con- 
trary, they very much incourage us, and 
make us more firmly reſolve not to 100 

85 | {lip 
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ſlip any favourable Opportunity to leave 
this Country. I am, Ge. 


S ASL ASA PAN ASSASS ASI AS AS ASUA TN TU NUDES UTI 
T%e RX £3,*L3 - $3, £3 + +4 N Ur 


„ 2 Ya 5 8 8 28 ee ede 
„ FAS SAS SAS SAS FRG RON , 
e ß 


d PUN VION HAN VION FUN VAAN PUR DION PAN? VAN e e PAR PAN PAR ee WINS 


STR, Bourdeaus. 


E had here, a few Days ago, a 
very ſurprizing Sight, and in- 
tirely new to us, tho' very com- 
mon at preſent in other Parts of this 
Kingdom. 


It was ſeveral Perſons condemned to 
the Galleys on account of their Religion, 
who laſt Saturday were led through all 
the Streets of this City, accompanied 
by fifteen or twenty Malefactors, be- 
ing all linked together to one Chain : 
how much ſome People were moved 


with Compa ſſion at this Sight, and how 


great a Subject of Mockery and Raille- 
ry others made of it at the ſame time, 
is pretty difficult for me politively to 
ſay. However it's certain, that ſeveral 
Roman Catholicks, and even ſome of 
the Eccleſiaſticks, could not forbear 
thedding Tears on that Occaſion, and 

ſay ing, 


Effect, and ſeveral, who before were 
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ſaying, I was a very cruel Treatment 
And indeed to behold venerable gray. 
headed old Men, and of great Quality,ſuch 
as the Baron de Montbetom, and the ref 
of thoſe unfortunate Gentlemen, Whoſe 
Names I have not be enable to learn; te 
ſee them, I ſay, deprive themſelves 0 
all thoſe Advantages and worldly Hap. 
pineſs which others ſo much value, and 
chuſe to wear a great heavy Chain a. 
bout their Neck and Body, rather than 
profeſs a Religion that offends their 
Conſcience, was a very moving Sight, 
and ſuch Examples as theſe mult cer. 
tainly perſuade, with a great deal more 
Force and Efficacy, than the moſt elo. 
quent Orators and Preachers can do. 


They were thus led about on purpoſe 
to terrify thoſe that are newly convert. 
ed, and deter them, by that Example, 
from attempting to get out of Fraxce; 
but it has produced a quite contrary 


wavering, have been thereby very much 
ſtrengthened, and ſeem now reſolved to 
prefer the greateſt Suffer ings to a Secu- 
rity that muſt be obtained at fo dear 
Rate as the renouncing of their Faith. 


A 
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A Man that had for thirty Years loſt 
the Uſe of his Limbs, and has at pre- 
ſent an Ague, has alſo been chained 
with them, becauſe he courageouſly 
perſiſted in his Religion; but not being 


able to walk, he was drawn about with 
the others in a Cart: He aſſured all 


the Standers-by, that he rejoiced at his 


being treated in ſuch a manner, ſince 
it was for ſo good a Cauſe, and faid, 


' That he had expected it a great while 
' beforee 


Mr. de Barauds, a young Gentleman 


of Albigeozs, in the Upper Languedoc, 


an only Son and Heir to a grear Eſtate, 
who is in the Number of theſe Galley- 
Slaves, is very often troubled with 
fainting Fits : All the others look with 
a joyful Countenance, and have ver 

much edified all thoſe who have had 
the Happineſs to converſe with them 
during their Stay in this City ; but 
none of them have more diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves, or deſerve greater Enco- 
miums for their Patience and chearful 
Conſtancy, than the illuſtrious Mr. de 
Montbeton, whoſe Hiſtory you'll be 


farther acquainted with by the ſubſe— 
quent Copy. 


SIX, 
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HE Day after I ſet out from 
WI [3 Toulonſe, to come to this 
place, I ſaw a very melancholy 

Sw ind affliting Sight; it was 
the Baron Je Morntbeton, chained with 
twenty-three more, for having en- 
deavoured to go out of France, with. 
out leave ; though he be a Gentleman of 
the firſt Quality in Guyernme, and pol. 
ſeſſed of a great Eſtate, You, without 
doubt, have heard how he and fix 
more were ſeized about ren Months a- 
go in an Fyzliſh Veſſel, and condemned 
to the Galleys, as well as the Eugliſb 
Captain, on board whoſe Ship they were 
taken : They have been led about all 
the Cities of Guyerre, and now they 
are marching to Marſeilles, where they 
will be put on board the Galleys. 


I was four or five Hours with them 
at a Village where they halted to dine; 
but I proteſt T was never ſo much af- 
flicted on account of any Misfortune 

that 
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that oe have happened to me, as I 


Was at t 
able to comfort that brave Gentleman, 


is Sight; and far from being 


he was forced to do it himſelf to me, 
ſo that one would have thought that I 
was the condemned Man. Though he 
be ſeventy-five Years old and upwards, 


and has at his Neck a Chain as thick 
as one's Arm, he for all that appears as 
# contented and chearful, as if he were 


in the midſt of Pleaſures ; and I aſſure 


vou, that during all the time I was 


* 

—— 

4 
* 


with him, I did not hear him utter 


one Complaint: on the contrary, he 


had always the ſame Tranquillity of 
Soul, telling the moſt agreeable Stories 
in the World to divert the Company. 


He told me, he had writ a Petition 


to the King, wherein he humbly ſer 
forth, That having had the Honour 
* © to ſerve his Majeſty upwards of thir- 
| © ty Years, with the greateſt Joy and 


* © Pleaſure, it was now very hard for 
' © him to be compelled by force to ſerve 


him at the Age of ſeventy-five Years, 
' © in ſo baſe an Employment, as that of 
© a Galley-Slave.“ In ſhort, I ſhould 


have never done, did I ſend you an 
Account of all that paſſed in that In- 
terview. There are with him two 

| M very 
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very honeſt and deſerving Gentlemen, 
one of whom has been Captain of {| 
Company of Foot, and whoſe Name ij 
Mr. de Prades; I have forgot the 
Name of the other. 


What ſurprized me very much, was 
that Mr. de F. S. and myſelf having 
mind to beſtow a ſmall Sum of Mone 
among theſe poor People, and having 
. M. de Mombeton to diſtribute i 
to thoſe who. he knew wanted it moſt 
be aſſured . us with his own Mouth 
that he ſtood in as great, or rather grea 
* need of ĩt than any one of the reſt 
for, his whole State having been con 
fiſcated, he ſubſiſted only by the char 
table Contributions of the Proteſtants 
of thoſe Cities through which they hac 


Thoſe of Toulouſe were obliged t 
; Preſent the. Officer that conducted th: 
. Crew forty Loujs-d*Ors, to exempt four 
.tcen of them from being chained with 
the Maletactors, and that they migh 


* 


- 


- have the liberty of cravelling 1n Carts 


# / 41 


In the firſt of theſe is Mr. Je Monbe 


Hon, with thoſe ſix Gentlemen wh 
N taken going out of the Kingdom 
, aud the Captain of the Exgliſb Veſſel 


Whe 
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T Vuvbo is inexpreſſibly afflicted at his be- 
ing ſent to the Galleys, tho? he be a 


Name i. | ; 
zot the Foreigner, in the ſecond are ſix very 


in the Crew, who being in good Health 
9 By and ſeeing that it colt ſo much to ride, 
choſe to keep the Money. they had re- 


Mone © aur? NN 
havin ceived, and to walk with the others. 


ribute f I could then, I aſſure you, eaſily di- 


38 ſtinguiſh all thoſe who were chained on 

er grezf account of their Religion, from the 

he reg wicked Wretches who are fo for their 
Crimes. Tam, Ge. 
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7 honeſt Men, and of very good Fami- 
lies. There are ten more Proteſtants 
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The Concluſion. 


Volume: with a great many 
more Inſtances of the Sufferings 
of the Proteſtants in France; but as I 
am fully perſuaded, that what I have 
ſet down herein does perfectly anſwer 
my purpoſe, v. to ſhew the Spirit of 
Popery, what it is capable of, when up. 
permoſt, and: to give to all free People 
a juſt Averſion for that proud and 
haughty Religion; I think it is time to 
put an end to that Series of melancho- 
ly and moving Accounts, 


Ir Might have inlarged this little 
I 


I do not queſtion but thoſe, who ſhall 
do me the favour to peruſe the forego- 
ing Pages (whatever Sect they are of) 
will extremely blame the French King 
for ſuffering a great part of his Sub- 
jects to be deſtroyed after the mor 

crue 


Wes 
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cruel and barbarous manner, purely to 
pleaſe the Pope and the Jeſuits, 


As Pride is the Foundation of the 
Romiſhþ Religion, ſo ſhe can bear no 
Equal, and conſequently leaves no Stone 
unturned to deſtroy whatever oppoſes 
her, 


We have, at this very day, 1n theſe 
Kingdoms, a very remarkable Inſtance 
of the Spirit of Popery, in the preſent 
wicked and infamous Conſpiracy car- 
ried on againſt our Sovereign King 
GEORGE, and all his faithful Sub- 
jects, by a Popiſh and Bigotted Preten- 
der : but, by the Grace of God, it has 
been diſcovered, to the ſhame of ſome 
conſiderable Perſons of this Realm; 
who, contrary to their repeated Oaths, 
had engaged 1n it, in order to put up- 
on the Throne one, who, to my own 
Knowledge, is fitter to be at the Head 
of a Capuchin Friery, than of ſuch a 
Kingdom as E7g/ad is. 


I deſire every true Eugliſoman to 
conſider what would become of this 
Free State, was ſuch a worthy Perſon 
ever to aſcend the 'Throne, which God 
forbid; and I defire, at the ſame time, 


M 3 thoſe 


_ 


„ 


G 


F * 
TE 
. 
, : 
| N | 
f 
\ : | 
#4 : 
: 
Jl > | 
Bt» | 
_ 
. 
= | 
i 
4 
| | 
1 - 


1 
Cl 


182 The Concluſion. 


thoſe very People, who ſeem to em- 
brace his Cauſe with ſo much Warmth 
to tell me, what it is they want, and 
whether they wiſh their own Deſtruc- 
tion? I dare ſay they do not; but it 
cannot be otherwiſe, ſeeing they are 
for ſetting up a Perſon, who, by Prin- 
Ciple, is to obey the Pope's Commands, 
which are always grievous and heavy. 


And again TI beg leave to tell them, 
that had they any Notion of a Deſpo- 
tick Government, as no doubt that of 
the Pretender would be, they would as 
loudly. cry out, Away with him, away 
with him, as they do now for him. 


What can any Engliſhman deſire 
more, than to enjoy his Freedom in 
every reſpect, to be wholly Maſter of 
his Eſtate, and profeſs his Religion 
without Moleſtation ? And what ſingle 
Inſtance can they produce of a Breach 
through any of theſe ? 


But the numberleſs French Refugees, 
who have fled their native Country, 
and have ſought for ſhelter both here 
and all over Europe, are as many Inſtan- 
ces of the fatal Conſequences of Arbi- 
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Were the Inhabitants of theſe happy 
Regions ſenſible of their own Felicity 
(but it is hidden from their Eyes) they 
would be more truly jealous of it than 
they ſeem to be. They would leave 
their Janglings, and ſtrongly unite to 
overthrow totally the Hopes of the mon- 
ſtrous Faction of Rome, which, like a 
Dragon, is continually ſeeking to de- 
vour them. —_ 


To conclude ; I beſeech every true 
Friend to Proteſtantiſm and Liberty, 
to join with me in their Prayers, in 
order to' draw down the Almighty's 
choiceſt Bleſſings upon our Sovereign, 
and all his Royal Family; and that it 
may pleaſe God to protect and defend 
them all from the wicked Attempts of 
their Enemies: And for my part, I fer- 
vently pray that Liberty, that moſt 

recious and never to be retrieved 
Fewel, may never be wrenched out of 
theſe Nation's hands, 


\ 


FROM THE 
Abbot de Tiniels 
TO THE 


TRANSLATOR. 


Don't know, dear Sir, whe- 

ther the fatal Change you 
have made of your Religion 
bach diminiſhed the Regard 
you had for me; be that as it will, let 
me beg this one Mark of your Friend- 
ſnip towards me, that you would road 

a 
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all my Letter. The Trouble which I 
am ſatisfied the reading of it will cauſe 
you, ſhould not at all hinder you from 
doing it. Don't expect to find in it 
Reproaches againſt you for this Crime, 
which the Frailty of our Nature hath 
made you commit. I only ſhall ſhew 
you the vaſt Grief I am in for you; 
which had I not the tendereſt Affection 
for you, or were you wholly unknown 
to me, yet would it be enough to force 
Tears of Compaſſion from me, and 
heartily wiſh for your Return out of 
that dangerous State you are in, even 
il it were to coſt me my Life. 


You would never doubt of the Truth 


| ; of what I ſay, were you to know the 


Badneſs of your preſent State, or how 
ue the Miſery is into which you are 
fallen: It is without doubt, dear Sir, 
the greatelt of all Evils, but however 
it is not irretrievable ; the Lord is al- 
ways ready to receive you, if you re- 
turn to him with all your Heart. 


Can you forbear running into his 
Arms that are open for you, or open- 
Ing your Eyes to behold the pradigious 
Precipice into which you have thrown 
{ yourſelf down ? I cannot think df ir 
: without 
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without trembling, and thoſe who have 
ſcarce any regard to Religion muſt re- 
flect upon it with Horror. You your- 
ſelf will be ſcared, if you do but {. 
rioully reflect upon it; for can any 
thing in the World be more terrible to 
think of, than the Condition of a Per. 
ſon who is become, by the greateſt In- 
fidelity, the Object of God's Anger. 


Such is the deplorable Condition, 
dear Sir, you have reduced yourſelf 
to, You are become the Enemy of 
God, ſeeing you have renounced that 
true Faith wherein you was born b 
his particular Grace and Favour, whic 
he hath denied to many others, that 
would have made a better uſe of it 
than you. 


Ah! dear Sir, could you, without 
the greateſt Horror pronounce thoſe ex- 
ecrable Words, which ſeparating you 
from the Boſom of the Church, have 
joined you to the Sons of Belial? 


Is it poſſible that you have not 
thought on the terrible Conſequences of 
that horrid Blaſphemy you have ut- 
tered ? I abjure, have you faid, the 
Faith of the Romiſh Church; which is 
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no leſs than to ſay (had you explained 
it in the following manner) I renounce 
* the Truth, that 1 may embrace Falſe- 
hood; I'll have no more a part with 
the Children of God, but I'll join my- 
+ ſelf with his cruel] Enemies; I renounce 
* Paradiſe, and deliver myſelf up for e- 
yer to the Power of the Devil. 


You perhaps will make a Jeſt of 


| what I ſay; but you will find one Day 
that I ſpeak the Truth. 


How much are you to be pitied, 


dear Sir, for having entered amongſt 
| venomous Vipers, who, by their ſeem- 


ing Kindneſs, have ſo eaſily conveyed 


their mortal Poiſon into your Heart? 
ls it poſſible (dear Sir) that you ſhould, 


in ſo few Days, deface thoſe deep Im- 
preſſions which the true Faith you 


| ſucked in with your Milk had made 


upon your Mind? No, I can't believe 
it, and ſay what you will, I cannot 
perſuade myſelf to think you really be- 
lieve yourſelf to have embraced the 
true Faith. You have too much Judg- 
ment, dear Sir, to think that the Spirit 
of God hath guided you to make this 
fatal Change, 
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The way you took at that time, when 
ou pretended you were enlightened 
y God, will make you eaſily judge of 

it. Pray, can one ſerve God and the 
Devil ? No, ſurely, nevertheleſs this 
will not be impoſſible, if you may be 
believed; ſince at the ſame time (as it 
appears by your Letter) that you were 
a Calviniſt, and conſequently, accord. 
ing to your deteſtable Language, a real 
Child whom God had enlightened ; 
you was at that very time alſo, accord. 
ing to the Principles of that impious 


Sea of whom you are become one, you 


was, I fay, a Pagan, an Idolater, and 
conſequently a true Child of Darkneſs: 
for as St. James ſays, Qui facit Pecca- 
tum ex Diabolo eft, Thoſe that [in 
belong tothe Devil. You daily adored 
our Lord in the Sacrament, you gave 
the ſame Honour to the Images of Je- 
ſus Chriſt and the Saints, as we of 
the true Church do; which, in the O- 


pinion of thoſe Hereticks to whom you 


are joined, paſſes for the greateſt Ido- 


latry. Don't tell me, by way of ex- 


cuſing yourſelf of this matter, that 
you did it out of Policy, and that all 


thoſe Actions were merely exteriour, 


and that your Heart was far enough 
| from 


from it. 
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Suppoſe it was fo, it will 
make your Crime the greater ; for our 
Lord aſſures us, that 7hoſe zwho deny 
their Faith before Men, as much as to 
ſay outwardly, tho? they ſhould hold it 
faſt in their Heart, ſhall be diſallowed 
by him before his heavenly Father. 
See thoſe words which you will find in 
the roth Chapter of St. Matthew's 
Goſpel, ver. 33. Ont autem negauerit 
me coram Hominibus, negabo & eum 
coram Patre meo qui in Celis eff ; 
But whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, 
him will J alſo deny before my Father 
which is in Heaven. What a great 
Crime then is Diſſimulation in Mat- 
ters of Religion ? and conſequently, ac- 
cording to the Principles of your falſe 
Religion, you are guilty of it, and fo 
you are. not guided by the Spirit of 
God, which does not dwell in thoſe that 
work Iniquity ; Longe eft Dominus ab 
Impiis, The Lord is far from the 
Wicked, as it is ſaid in the 15th Chap- 
ter of Proverbs, ver. 29. Now you 
may ſay, that you have followed the 
Directions of the Holy Spirit, which 
you affirm you could not poſſibly reſiſt. 
One muſt confeſs, dear Sir, that the 

retended Impulſe of the Holy Spirit, 
o ſtrong as you deſcribe it to be, hath 
try'd 
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try'd a great deal of Diſcretion and 
Patience, to ſtay for Money enough 
to execute your Deſign; without pur- 
ting you in mind of thoſe words of 
our Lord, in the gth Chapter, and the 
laſt Verſe of St. Luke, Nemo mittens 
Mamnum ad Aratrum, & reſpiciens re- 
tro, aptus eft Reeno Dei; No Man 
harwing put his Hand to the Plow, and 
lool eins back, is fit for the Kingdom 
of God. Is it poſſible for you to give 
yourſelf up to ſuch Errors, ard having 
ſo much Senſe, you ſhould not find out 
the Ridiculouſneſs of it? But what 
ſurprizes me the more, is, that you 
make ſuch frivolous Objections to the 
Catholick Faith, which IJ am now go- 
ing to anſwer. ' % 


It is impoſſible, you ſay, for our 
Lord to be preſent in the Holy Sacra- 
ment, becauſe he having but a finite 
Body, he cannot be preſent in different 
Places at the ſame time; but to this J 
anſwer, if he is not in the Holy Sacra- 
ment, he hath deccived us, tor he hath 
ſaid, he gives us his Body to eat, and 
Blood to drink. Accipite & comedite, 
hoc eft Corpus meum; lays he in the 
26th Chapter of St. Matthew : Take, 
eat, this is my Body. 8 PP 
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And to be ſhort, for the impertinent 


| Anſwer you may make, hear what our 
Saviour ſays in the 6th Chapter of the 


Goſpel of St. 7h; Caro enim mea 


cer eft Cibus, & Sanguis mens vere 


eſt Potus: Fur my Fleſh is Meat in- 


' deed, and my Blood is Drink indeed. 
| Obſerve that word (iadecd:) This is 


not ſpoken in a figurative Senſe, as your 


F Miniſters explain it, with no leſs Falſe- 


hood than Malice; but it is ſpoken in 


a literal Senſe. It is in vain for you to 


pretend that thoſe Words of our Sa- 


viour in the ſame Chapter, at the 63d 


Verſe; Spiritus eſt qui vivificat, Caro 
non prodeſt quidquam, J erba que 
ego locutus ſum wobis Spiritus & 
Vita funt : It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth, the Fleſh profiteth nothing; 
the words that I ſpeak unto you, they 
are Spirit, and they are Life. It is 
in vain for you to pretend, I fay, 
that thoſe words favour your im- 
pious Opinion; for our Saviour, ſpeak. 
ing at that time to ignorant People, 
who imagined he would give them his 
Fleſh to eat, after che ſame manner as 
one eats other fort of Nurture ; that is 
to ſay, after a ſenſible manner; and his 

Fleſh 
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Fleſh to be cut in pieces for them to 
eat, did not deſign to fay any thing 
but that the Fleſh, that is ro fay, our 
carnal Senſes, are too groſs to diſcover 
it, and that our Senſes would be of no 
uſe to us in this Myſtery, which is {pi- 
ritual ; becauſe our Lord hath given 
us his Fleſh as ſpiritualized, having no 
Appearance of Fleſh; but that this 
Fleſh being eaten with Faith, will give 
us Lite. As to what you ſay, that a fi- 
nite Body cannot be in different Places 
at one and the ſame time; I anſwer, 
that nothing is impoſſible to God: Nn 
crit impoſſubile apud Deum omne Ver- 
bum: | 


But more, if you refuſe to believe 
becauſe you do not comprehend it by 
your Reaſon, why then do you believe 
the Myſtery of the Holy Trinity, and 
the Incarnation of the Sen of God ? For 
Reaſon certainly will never fathom 
theſe Myſteries, and will always be in 


the dark, 


- But I will bring an Argument on 
my Side, which is, Suppoſing our Lord 
not to be preſent in the Holy Sacra- 
ment, one cannot be ſaid to be guilty 


of the Profanation of the Body and 
Blood 


crament. 
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Blood of Chriſt, by coming to it un- 
worthily, ſeeing we do not receive it 
in any manner, even not ſpiritually, as 


your Miniſters ſay; for to receive it 


after that manner, we ought to have 
a lively Faith, which cannot be faid 
of one that comes to it unworthily. 
However, St. Paul aſſures us, in the 
| 11th Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Co- 
> rinthians, That whoſoever comes un- 
| worthily, ſhall be guilty of the pro- 
| faning of. the Body and Blood of 
Griſt;  Ttaque, ſays he, quicunque 
| manducaverit Panem\hunc vel biberit 
Calicem Domini indigne, reus eris 
| Corporis & Sanguinis Domini. 


And having ſaid, that he that comes 


to it thus, eateth aud drinketh Con- 


demnation to bimſelf ; he gives us the 


© Reaſon, which is, ot diſcerning the 
' Lord's Body, Non dijudicans Corpus 
Domini: that adorable ody mult be 
then there, and you cannot ſay other- 
| wiſe, But you will perhaps tell me, 
that it is written in the third Chapter 
of the 4fZs of the Apoſtles, Nom the 


Heavens muſt receive until the Times 


| of Reſtitution of all Things, and fo 


he cannot be preſent in the Holy Sa- 
*Tis, dear Sir, from -this 
N very 
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very Paſlage that I draw an invincible 
Proof, which comes now to my Mind, 
and which I would have put a little 
higher, to prove that the ſame Body 
can be, at the ſame time, in ſeveral 
Places by God Almighty's Power: for 


indeed our Saviour hath never left Hea. 


ven, and we don't ſay that he leaves it, 
when he is preſent in the Holy 83. 
.crament ; nevertheleſs, he appeared to 
St. Paul in the Road to Damaſcus, as 
you may ealily ſee in the 22d Chapter of 
the Acta, as alſo in the gth, he appeared 
to him, when. he was in Priſon : Se- 
quenti autem Nocte, it is ſaid in the 
23d Chapter of the Acts, ver. 11. Jſ- 
ſiſtaus ei Dominus att, 2 eſto, 
frent enim de me in Jeruſalem, fic te 
epcrtet G Rome teſtificari: And the 
. Night following the Lord ſtood by him, 
and ſaid, Be of. good-cheer, Paul, fir 


as thou baſt teſtified of me in Jeru- 


falem, /o muſt thou bear Witneſs alli 


He hath been then, at the very ſame 
time, in ſeveral Places, as you ſee, and 


you would contradi& the Scripture to 


ſay otherwiſe. But let us come to the 
Invocation of the Saints: One of the 
chiefeſt Arguments you bring ga 
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this Doctrine of praying to the Saints, 
is, that it diminiſhes the Virtue of 
Chriſt's mediatory Office. Bur let me 
ask you, Do we not do as great an 
Injury to Chriſt's Mediation, by ask- 
ing Men to pray for us, which your 
Miniſters allow of, and therefore they 
ſhould of the Invocation of Saints, of 
whom we ask the Aſſiſtance of their 
Prayers; and certainly there's much 
greater Reaſon to ask the Aſſiſtance of 


their Prayers than thoſe of Men, who 
| {till live on the Earth: But we are al- 


ſured, that the Saints are Friends of 
God; on the contrary, we are not cer- 
tain whether thoſe, the Aſſiſtance of 
whoſe Prayers we ask, are God's 
Friends; for the Scripture tells us, 
That no one knows whether he is 
worthy of Love or of Hatred. But 


'® you will perhaps ſay that Men, who 


are ſtill living, know that we defire 
them to pray to God for us, becauſe 
we ſpeak to them ourſelves, but that 
the Saints can't hear us. It 1s not poſ- 


fible for one, that hath the leaſt Senſe, 


to make ſuch an Objection as this; as 
the Prophet Eliſba, for Example, knew 
all the Deſigns (though never fo ſe- 
cret) of the King of Syria, as we find 


in the ſixth Chapter of the fourth Book 
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of Kings, though he was very far 
from him: and ſhall we find it very 
ſtrange, or even impoſſible, that the 
Saints that are in Heaven, and are 
filled with the Gifts and Graces of God, 
ſhould know what paſſes here on 
Earth? See ſome Paſſages to that pur. 
poſe in the 15th Chapter of St. Luke's 
Goſpel, that there ſhall be great re- 
joicing in Heaven over a penitent Sin- 
ner: Dico'oobis, quod ita Gaudium 
crit in Caio ſuper uno Peccatore Pa- 
nitentiam agente, quam: ſuper 101a- 
einta novem Fuſtis qui non indigent 
Prenitentia: I ſay unto you, there 
ſhall be likewiſe Foy in Heaven over 
one Sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety-nine juſt Perſons that 
need no Repentance. 


And again, in the eighth Chapter of | 
the Revelations of St. John, it is ſaid, 
that an Angel preſents the Odour of 
the Saints Prayers; the Paſſage runs 
thus, Et alius Angelas venit, & ſtetit 
ante Altare, habens Thuribulum au- 
cum; & data ſunt illi multa Incen 
fa, ut daret de Orationibus Santtorum 
omminum ſuper Altare aurenm, quod eſt 
ante Thronun Dei; & aſcendit Fu- 
"mis Incenlorum, de Orationibus Sac 
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torum, de Manu Angeli. And another 


Angel came, and ſtood at the Altar, 


' . having a golden Cenſer ; and there 
' was given unto him much Incenſe, 
' that he ſhould offer it, with the Pray- 
ers of all Saints, upon the Golden Al- 
tar, which was before the Throne ; 

and the Smoke of the Incenſe, which 
came with the Prayers of the Saints, 


aſcended up before God out of the An- 
gel's Hand. 


And in the fifch Chapter of the Re- 


* eclations, it is likewiſe ſaid, Et qua- 


tuor Animalia, & viginti quatuor Se- 


* mores ceciderunt coram Azno, haben- 
tes finguli Cytharas & Phialas aureas 
| plenas Odoramentorum, que ſunt Ora- 


tiones Sanctorum: The four Beaſts, 
and four and twenty Elders fell down 


| before the Lamb, having every one of 


them Harps and golden Vials full of 
Odours, which are the Prayers of the 
Saints Well then, they mult hear 
the Prayers of the Saints, that is, thoſe 


| righteous Perſons that ſtill live on the 


Earth, becauſe they offer them up to 
God, You can no ways evade the 


Force of theſe Paſſages, and you mult 


be forced to agree with me, 


N 3 You 
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You cannot ſay, that thoſe four 
Beaſts and thoſe Elders are Angels, be. 
cauſe in the new Song that they ſang, 
which is ſpoken of in the ſame Chap. 
ter, they ſay to the Lamb, that they 
are redeemed by his Blood; this the 
Angels cannot ſay, becauſe having ne. 
ver ſinned, they could not be ſaid to be 
redeemed by Jeſus Chriſt. 


As for the Objection you make . 
gainſt the Images, I ſhall paſs over in 
Silence the falſe Tranſlation you, af. 
ter the Example of your Miniſter, 
make of that Place in the Command. 
ment; I will only aſſure you, God ne 
ver forbad the making of Images, bur 
he hath forbid our worſhipping them 
otherwiſe he would have ſaid that A 
ſes, his faithful Servant, had ſinned 2. 
gainſt his Commandment ; for we read 
in the 37th Chapter of Exodus, that 
Bezareel, who made the Ark by hi 
Commandment; made two Cherubim, 
and put them on each Side of the Mer: 
cy-Seat, with their Faces one to ano. 
ther. Solomon, the wiſeſt of all King, 
made a Baſon, which was called a Sea, 
which was ſupported by twelve Bulls 
which he conſecrated for the Uſe 1 
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You may moreover read 
in the ſeventh Chapter of the Book of 
Kinzs, that he made other Pieces of 
Work, as Cherubims, Lions, and Bulls ; 


ſinned in that Point, and there's no 
Reaſon to think they did, for Moſes 
had the immediate Command of God 


ter of Exodus. And you know, dear 
Sir, that if we do worſhip Images, and 
have taught you to do ſo; you have 
heard us fay, that that Honour is not 
deſigned for the Images (which are 
nothing but a Piece of Cloth, with ſome 
Colours put upon it) but we worſhip 
thoſe Saints which the Images repre- 
ſent ; there can be no harm then, and 
we do not act at all contrary to the 
Commandments of God. 


Mr. Daills a Miniſter, who is in 
great Eſteem amongſt you Hereticks, 
confeſſes in his Apolozy for the Reform- 
ed Churches, (God forgive that word) 
he confeſſes, I ſay, that the Ferys pro- 
{trated themſelves before the Ark, and 
for all that were not Idolaters, becauſe 
they only deſigned to adore God ; and 

N 4 il 
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if they did worſhip the Ark, it was 
with much leſs Honour than they did 
God. You ought not to ſay then we 
are Idolaters, for we give God alone 
the greateſt Honour, but to the Saints 
we give a much leſs Degree of Honour ; 
we adore them as the Friends of God, 
having no regard to what they are in 
themſelves as being Matter, but to 
what they repreſent to us. As to pray- 
ing for the Dead, *tis even more an- 
tient than the Chriſtian Church, for 
we find it in the Old Teſtament ; and 
the Zezws, who have not taken it from 
the Romiſh Church, uſe it to this day. 
Read a little at the end of the 12th 
Chapter of the Book of Maccabees, 
which (though you do not allow to be 
Canonical, in which point you are Re- 
bels to the Church of Rome, yet) is of 


great Authority, becauſe of its Anti- 


quity. 


The Doctrine of Purgatory naturally 
follows that of Praying for the Dead 
Now that there is a Purgatory, is cer- 
tain; I ſhall produce bur one Pal- 
ſage of St. Paul, in his third Chap- 
ter of the firſt Epiſtle to the Cori u- 
thians, Si cujus Opus afſerit, detri- 


mentiim patietur; ipſe autem ſaluus 


erit, 
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erit, fic quaſs per Tenem. If any 
wn, Work fhall be burnt, he ſhall 
ſuffer Loſs; but he himſelf ſhall be 
ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire. 


But give me leave, in my Turn, to 
make an Objection, to which I deſire 
your Anſwer : If the Commandments 
of God are impoſſible, as your Mini- 
ſters pretend, God muſt be then un- 
juſt, becauſe he damns thoſe who do 
not obſerve them ; and the Scripture 
muſt be conſequently falſe, ſince it 
ſays, The Noke of the Lord is eaſy: 
Tugum meum eft ſuave, & Onus men 
leve ; My Toke is eaſy, and my Bur- 
den light, fays our Saviour, in the 11th 
Chapter of St. Mattheww ; and St. John 
in his firſt Epiſtle, chap. 5. ſays ex- 
preſly, Et Mandata ejus non ſunt 


gravia, And his Commandments are 
not CYIevOns. 


But you'll ſay, Who is there that 
can perform all of them? TI anſwer, I 
will not enter upon that Subject now, 
but I think it is a very ill Conſequence 
that one cannot perform all his Com- 
mandments, becauſe no one hath ever 
done it; as if out of that Place of the 
Prophet Jeremiah, Chap. 12. Deſola- 

tone 
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tione deſolata eſi omnis Terra, quin 
nullus eſt qui recogitet Corde ſuo; The 
whole Land is made deſolate, becauſe 
no Man layeth it to Heart : you would 
conclude, that one's Heart cannot be 
with God. This is falſe, for David af. 
ſures us in many Places of his Pſalms, 
That on the Law of the Lord he me- 
ditated Day and Night : And beſides, 
there's nothing will lead us ſooner to 
Licentiouſneſs than this helliſh Doc- 
trine ; for if we ſin neceſſarily, and can 
do no otherwiſe, when God himſelf 
hath given us his Holy Spirit, as the 
Calviniſts ſay, we have nothing to do 
but give ourſelves up to Pleaſure, with- 
out troubling our heads about doing 
any good, ſeeing, according to you, our 
good Works will be polluted by Ini. 
quity, and conſequently wicked. 


Acknowledge then, dear Sir, the 
Falſehood and Impiety of that Doctrine 
you have embraced ; return into the 
Boſom of the Holy Church, out of 
which there is no Salvation; take pity 
on your Soul, which is in great dan- 
ger of being loſt for ever, and let not 
the Shame for your Crime hinder your 
Return. It is not known perhaps in 
our Country, I will not write about 
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it, nor be the firſt to ſpeak of it; for 
the reſt, don't fear the Anger of your 
Father, who will be rejoiced at the 
Recovery of a Son, on whoſe Loſs he 
cannot think without Tears: it will 
certainly coft him his Life, if you do 
not prevent it by your Return. 


Begin, dear Sir, to repent, and the 
Lord will pardon you, for he will not 
that you ſhould be loſt ; for if he would, 
he would have delivered you up to the 
Rage of the Devil; but, on the con- 
trary, he will that you be converted : 
Nolo Mortew impii, ſed ut converta- 
tur impius a Vita ſua & vivat. 


Make uſe, dear Sir, of this Good- 
neſs, it is ſtill time: Think that Death 
may ſurprize you, and you not have 
one moment to recollect yourſelf in, if 
you do not make uſe of this preſent Op- 
portunity. 


I finiſh, dear Sir, with wiſhing, as 
Moſes to the Iſraelites of old, Hear 
the words of my Month, Concreſcat ut 
Pluvia Dottrina mea, fluat ut Ros 
Eloquium meum, quaſs Imber ſuper 
Kerbamgy quaſi Scille ſuper Gramina ; 


May 
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May my Doctrine drop as the Rain, 
W Specch diſtil as the Dew, and the 
mall Rain upon the tender Herb, 
and as the Showers upon the Grafs ; 
Deut. 32. 2. I am always, with the 


greateſt Friendſhip, 
Dear SIR, 


Your very humble Servant, ' 


Avignon, Funs and good Friend, 


the 15th, 1717, 


FINIJIELS. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


A Void, dear Sir, thoſe daily Sins of 

blaſpheming the Church: and 1 
beg, if you anſwer this, you would 
ſpare all injurious Language againſt the 
Spouſe of Chriſt ; but propoſe, if you 
pleaſe, your Doubts, and 1 will anſwer 
them. Mr. 4e Bonſſicaut makes the ſame 
Requeſt, One Word more, Sir, which 
is to warn you againſt the Uſe of the 
French Bible, becauſe it is entirely cor- 
rupted. I take likewiſe the liberty to 


warn you againſt writing to any body, 
; much 


. 


Letter to the Tranſlator. 205 


much leſs to Vigaun, about the miſe- 
rable Change you have made, becauſe if 
God ſhould be pleaſed to bring you back 
again to the true Church, no one ſhould 
know of the Misfortune that has hap- 
pened to you. 


The following LETTER 
is from another Abbot, 
and was incloſed in the 


foregoing. 


o U necd not doubt, dear Sir, 
g of the Pleaſure I had in hear- 
ing from you, but much leſs of 
the Grief which it gave me, when I 
underſtood your fatal Deſtiny. I al- 
ways thought myſelf very happy in 
having found in you a Friend full of 
Religion and Chriſtianity, but this 
range Change of yours makes me 
bewail too much your Conduct, for 
which, I preſun you will reckon me 
in the Number ot your Friends; at the 
ſame 
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ſame time that you break the more 
ſacred Knot of the true and only Faich 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that you may deliver 
yourſelf up to Seducers, whom he 
himſelf calls Antichriſt. 1 won't add 
any thing to what Mr. Finic/s hath 
already faid to bring you back wirh- 
in the Pale of the Church: I only beg 
that you would read his Letter with 
Attention, in doing which you will 
ſurely feel the Spirit of the Grace of 
our Saviour ; and I will dare to lay, 
that you will, as Arguſtine did, con- 
demn all thoſe that are out of the 
Pale of the Church : 1 mean the true 
and infallible Church, againſt which 
the Gates of Hell mall never prevail. 


Your Relations, who are very much 
gricved at your lamentable State, would 
receive you now as another Prodigal 
Jon. 


Your Father hath ſent here the ten- 
dereſt Letter that ever was writ, and 
all he did towards you was to prevent: 
the fatai Conſequences, Which (in ſpite 
of all the Cares of wiſe Tutors and 
Directors, to whoſe Hands you hav 
always bcen committed) you are fallen 
,nto, I am grieved fo much, that 

can 
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can fay no more to you, but you may 
aſſure yourſelf that I would freely give 
the laſt Drop of my Blood to bring 
you back again. Iam, 


Avignon, June 15, Yours, Cc. 
1717. : 
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